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2 Mamy Raharolahy • Gérard Rakotondrazafy 
Rois Et Reines De Madagascar  [Queens and Kings of Madagascar]
Ed Jeunes Malgaches, 2015 • ISBN 978- 2916362625

WorldCat record

In this title the authors invite you to discover ten 

centuries of Malagasy History beyond 23 queens 

and kings of the six greatest royalities. 

Le livre résume et illustre les différents rois et 

reines de la Grande Ile qui ont marqué la période 

et histoire des royaumes malagasy pendant 10 

siécles.

3 Yveline Richard, Lucie Fiore • Elina-Lalao Razanadriaka,Translator.
Ny Lesona Nomen’ny Sahona  (La Leçon des Grenouilles), [ Frog’s Lesson]
 Ed Mpariaka Boky Madagasikara, 2021 • ISBN 9782492293061

The book is about frogs - their story and their 

life, including the discoveries and decisions 

about humans’ pollution

Le livre raconte l’histoire des grenouilles qui 

apprennent et decouvrent le monde extérieur 

dont la pollution faite par les hommes.

4 Lalao-Elina  Razanadriaka V. 
ANJARA sy i DONGA (Anjara et Donga), [Anjara and Donga)
Editions TSIPIKA  Mpariaka Boky Madagasikara, 2018 • ISBN 9782360760251 

This is a story of a little girl named Anjara 

and her cat Donga. They play together all the 

time. One day Anjara feels sad because her cat 

disappeared. In fact, the cat is waiting for a 

mouse. Since, then it is able to catch a mouse 

while Anjara is at school.

C’est l’histoire d’une petite fille appelée Anjara et 

de son chat Donga. Ils jouent ensemble. Un jour, 

la petite fille se sent très triste car son chat a 

disparu. Or, il est en train d’attendre une souris. 

Depuis, il arrive à attraper des souris tandis que 

Anjara est à l’école.
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5 Jean-Pierre Haga • Rivo Randremba, ill. 
AOMBE, (Le Zébu) [The Zebu]
 Ed. Mpariaka Boky Madagasikara,, 2021 • ISBN 978249229030 

WorldCat Illustrator record

The book is about a zebu’s story who feels free 

after he has escaped. Zebu is a part of Malagasy 

society. It also represents a person’s richness.  

Le livre raconte l’histoire d’un zébu qui s’est 

libéré au moment où le propriétaire allait les les 

transporter quelque part. 

6 Lucie Razafintsalama-Rabenjamina
Angano ! Angano ! Contes et légendes de Magascar N° 2                                         
[Tales and Legends of Madagascar]
Antananarivo (Madagascar)  Tsipika édition, 2002 • ISBN 9782360760244

Worldcat record

This book contains a selection of tales and 

legends of Madagascar.

 C’est le recueil des contes et légendes de 

Madagascar.

7 Lala Harivelo Arline • Patou, ill.   
Kinga et l’ogre Kakabe, [Kinga and the Ogre Kakabe ]
Editions Tsipika, 2000 • ISBN 9782841297344

Worldcat record

This is a story about a smart boy and the wicked 

ogre who wants to catch and eat him.

C’est l’histoire d’un petit garçon de 7 ans appelé 

KINGA (habile, intelligent). Il est la proie d’un 

ogre qui fait tout pour l’attraper.

https://www.facebook.com/MBM.madagasikara
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Rivo+Randremba&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
https://www.worldcat.org/title/angano-angano-contes-et-legendes-de-madagascar/oclc/59003225?referer=di&ht=edition
https://www.worldcat.org/title/kinga-et-logre-kakabe/oclc/1306357368&referer=brief_results
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8 Andrianimerina Hobiana • Roddy, ill.
Ohabolana, Kolo saina ho an’ny ankizy (Proverbes, Culture de la pensée 
pour les enfants)

WorldCat Record 

The book is for children between 8 to 11 years 

old to help them to learn Malagasy culture 

and values. Twelve proverbs that are typically 

Malagasy included in the national scholarly 

programs are selected and analyzed to illustrate 

those cultural values.. Children are able to use 

them in their daily life.

Le livre aide les enfants de 8 à  11 ans à mieux 

connaitre la culture et les valeurs malagasy. 

12 proverbes typiquement malagasy ont été 

sélectionnés dans le programme scolaire 

national. Ils sont analysés dans ce livre et vont 

davantage aider les enfants à s’en approprier 

dans leur vie quotidienne.

[Proverbs, thinking culture for children ]

9 Anne Marie Razafintsalama • Max Razafindrainibe, ill.
• Jeunes Editeurs Malgache,s Editeur.

Ireo Fihetsika Vonjy Aina (Les Gestes de Premiers Secours)                             
[First Help Gestures] 
Jeunes Editeurs, 2021 • ISBN : 978-2490272150

The book illustrates to help children in first help 

gestures in their daily life.

Le livre aide les enfants à apprendre très tôt les 

gestes de premiers secours. Ils sont confrontés 

à des petits accidents dans la vie quotidienne  : 

mauvaise chute, malaise, piqures d’insectes, 

brulure, ingestion.

10 Arikaomisa Randria • Max Razafindrainibe, ill.
Igoaikabe sy Ilebilitika (Le Costaud et le Gringalet )                                            
[The Strong and the Puny]
Jeunes Editeurs Malgaches, 2020 • ISBN 978 2490272020 

WorldCat author record

This is a story of 2 brothers : the eldest called 

Igoaibe is so strong. the younger one named 

Llebilitika is small. The eldest brother forces 

his little brother to do all the tasks. The little 

brother cannot finish even a 10th of what his 

brother can. Furious he refuses to give food to 

his little brother.

C’est l’histoire de 2 frères dont l’ainé est si fort et 

costaud, alors que le cadet est si petit et frêle. 

Le costaud force son petit frère à effectuer des 

tâches pénibles. Le petit frère arrive à peine à 

finir le 10ème de ce que fait son aîné. Furieux, ce 

dernier refuse de donner à manger à son petit 

frère.

Jeunes Editeurs Malgaches, 2022 • ISBN 9782490272259 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/1204267671
https://www.worldcat.org/title/any-am-pianarana-a-lecole/oclc/793120220&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Arikaomisa+Randria&qt=notfound_page&search=Search


Malaysia
Books from

The books selected were based on Malaysian culture and current issues in 
Malaysia, which related to SDG number 4 (quality education) and number 
11 (sustainable cities and communities). The Malaysian government dealt 
with the COVID-19 pandemic to sustain the quality of education in Malaysia, 
the transformation of education, and the challenges of digital literacy in 
education, especially at the early stage of the children. Apart from that, 
they also select picture books that promote the integrated provision of 
environmental infrastructure, and readers are introduced to the plogging. 
Committee members from the School Libraries Committee of the Librarians 
Association of Malaysia act as juries to select and choose suitable picture 
books for this program.

Buku-buku yang dipilih adalah berdasarkan budaya Malaysia dan isu semasa 
yang berlaku di Malaysia, yang berkaitan dengan SDG nombor 4 (pendidikan 
berkualiti) dan nombor 11 (bandar dan komuniti lestari). Kerajaan Malaysia 
menangani pandemik COVID-19 untuk mengekalkan pendidikan yang 
berkualiti di Malaysia, transformasi pendidikan, dan cabaran literasi digital 
dalam pendidikan, terutamanya pada peringkat awal kanak-kanak. Selain 
itu, mereka juga memilih buku bergambar yang mempromosikan penyediaan 
infrastruktur alam sekitar bersepadu, dan pembaca diperkenalkan dengan 
plogging. Ahli jawatankuasa daripada Jawatankuasa Perpustakaan Sekolah 
Persatuan Pustakawan Malaysia bertindak sebagai juri untuk memilih dan 
memilih buku bergambar yang sesuai untuk program ini.

Contact:  Mayasari Abdul Majid
Senior Librarian Nobel International School
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1 Safiyah Azizan
ABC di Kampung Saya [ABC of My Village]

This is a board book for children to learn 

alphabets related to the local culture and 

environment of Malaysia. Each letter is 

presented as a short sentence with the letter 

being the initial of both subject and predicate. 

The sentences are illustrated with cute 

characters of animals, foods, and everyday 

objects, familiar to the local village life in 

Malaysia. The illustrations are hand-painted and 

inspired by the traditional motifs of Malaysian 

batik. This book intends to capture the 

imagination of children, inspire their creativity, 

and encourage them to be curious and excited 

with their surroundings.

Buku ABC ini diterbitkan untuk kanak-kanak 

mengenal budaya dan persekitaran tempatan 

melalui pembelajaran ABC. Setiap huruf 

dibentangkan dalam ayat pendek dengan 

huruf itu menjadi permulaan kedua-dua subjek 

dan predikat. Setiap halaman dilengkapi  

dengan ilustrasi watak-watak comel yang 

terdiri daripada haiwan, makanan, dan objek 

yang terdapat dalam kehidupan kampung di 

Malaysia. Ilustrasi buku ini diilhamkan daripada 

motif batik tradisional Malaysia. Matlamat 

buku ini adalah untuk merangsang imaginasi 

kanak-kanak, memberi inspirasi kepada 

kreativiti mereka, menggalakkan sikap ingin 

tahu dan teruja dengan persekitaran mereka. 

Safiyah Azizan, 2022 • ISBN 9789672672104

mailto:mayasari.abdulmajid@gmail.com
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2 Shyielathy Arumugam • Liew Shan Yi, Siti Sumayyah, Radiah, Chew Kwai Leong, 
Khoon Ming Kit, Amir Juna, ills.

Kisah Sekolah PdPr [Home-based teaching and learning tales]

This is a book narrating the experience of 

students with special needs learning at home 

during the pandemic time. Students expressed 

with visuals how they missed the face-to-face 

learning session.

Ini adalah buku yang menceritakan pengalaman 

pelajar berkeperluan khas belajar di rumah 

semasa tempoh pandemik. Pelajar meluahkan 

dengan visual betapa mereka merindui sesi 

pembelajaran secara bersemuka.

Shyielathy Arumugam,  2021 • ISBN 978-967-19206-3-3

3 Dillah Yahaya
Sentuh Sana Sentuh Sini [Touch Here, There and Everywhere]

Sentuh Sana Sentuh Sini is about early 

sex education about touch. The focus is to 

differentiate between safe touch and unsafe 

touch. Children are to be taught about their 

rights and consent to their bodies, how to react, 

how to avoid and actions to be taken if they are 

touched without their consent.

Sentuh Sana Sentuh Sini adalah mengenai 

pendidikan seksual peringkat awal untuk kanak-

kanak. Fokus utama ialah sentuhan selamat 

dan sentuhan tidak selamat, hak sebagai kanak-

kanak dan juga cara-cara mengatasinya.

Bagas Ilmu Resources, 2021 • ISBN978-629-96663-0-1

4 Effy Sueffy
Raksasa Menyerang Kampung [Monster Attacking Village]

Adam faced a monster that attacked his village. 

The monster’s word made Adam realize that the 

people’s attitude towards open burning was the 

cause of the attack. He then told the villagers to 

stop open burning so that their village could be 

saved from further attacks.

Adam berdepan dengan raksasa yang 

menyerang kampungnya. Kata-kata raksasa 

membuatkan Adam sedar bahawa sikap 

penduduk yang gemar melakukan pembakaran 

terbuka menjadi punca serangan itu. Dia 

kemudian memberitahu penduduk kampung 

agar menghentikan pembakaran terbuka 

supaya kampung mereka dapat diselamatkan 

daripada terus diserang.

Self-published, 2022 • ISBN 978-629-96661-2-7
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5 Effy Sueffy
Adi Bertemu Laksamana Pisang [Adi Meets Banana Admiral]

Adi who does not like bananas is surprised by 

the arrival of Banana Admiral to his place. The 

Admiral shared about the benefits of bananas 

and a recipe for making delicious banana milk 

to Adi. After that meeting, Adi started to like 

bananas.

Adi yang tidak suka akan buah pisang 

dikejutkan dengan kedatangan Laksamana 

Pisang ke tempatnya. Laksamana berkongsi 

tentang manfaat pisang serta resepi membuat 

susu pisang yang sedap kepada Adi. Selepas 

pertemuan itu, Adi mula sukakan pisang.

Self-published, 2022 • ISBN 978-629-96661-1-0

6 Tun ‘AliaIA Nadirah Binti Ahmad Suhaimi
Plogging

This book is about a family who participates in 

Plogging in Taman Botani, Putrajaya. There is 

some background information on the origins 

of the term “plogging.” This book encourages 

children from a young age to care for and 

sustain the clean environment. 

Buku ini mengisahkan sebuah keluarga yang 

menyertai Plogging di Taman Botani, Putrajaya. 

Terdapat beberapa maklumat latar belakang 

tentang asal usul istilah “plogging.” Buku ini 

menggalakkan kanak-kanak dari usia muda 

untuk menjaga dan mengekalkan kebersihan 

alam sekitar.

Self-published, 2022 •ISBN 978-629-97259-0-9

7 Abdul Jalil Bin Toha @ Tohara; Associate Professor Dr. Shamila binti Mohamed 
Shuhidan • Abdul Jalil Bin Toha @ Tohara, ill. 

Literasi Digital : Dunia Baharu [Digital Literacy: the new world]

The book titled Digital Literacy: Dunia Baru is an 

illustrated children’s poetry book that contains 

poems related to the use and importance of 

digital literacy in schools and its suitability 

for students with special educational needs. 

The purpose of this book was published to 

encourage the community to appreciate the 

art of literary writing, doodle drawing and also 

colouring therapy. Suitable for use in class or at 

home as additional book material in Education.

Buku berjudul Literasi Digital: Dunia Baharu 

ini adalah buku puisi kanak-kanak bergambar 

yang mengandungi puisi berkaitan penggunaan 

dan kepentingan digital literasi di sekolah 

kesesuaiannya dengan murid berkeperluan 

pendidikan khas. Tujuan buku ini diterbitkan 

adalah untuk menggalakkan masyarakat 

supaya menghargai seni penulisan sastera, 

lukisan dudel dan juga terapi mewarna. Sesuai 

digunakan dalam kelas atau di rumah sebagai 

bahan buku tambahan dalam Pendidikan.

Massa Creative Enterprise, 2021 • ISBN 978-967-2998 - 198
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8 Abdul Jalil Bin Toha @ Tohara; Associate Professor Dr. Shamila binti Mohamed 
Shuhidan • Abdul Jalil Bin Toha @ Tohara, ill. 

Terima Kasih Cikgu  [Thank you teacher]

This book titled Terima Kasih Cikgu is an 

illustrated children’s poetry book that contains 

poems related to the basic life of children at 

home, at school and in the environment of 

children’s lives. The purpose of this book was 

published to encourage the community to 

appreciate the art of literary writing, doodle 

drawing and also colouring therapy. Suitable 

for use in class or at home as additional book 

material in Education.

Buku berjudul Terima Kasih Cikgu ini adalah 

buku puisi kanak- kanak bergambar yang 

mengandungi puisi berkaitan kehidupan 

asas kanak-kanak di rumah, di sekolah dan 

di persekitaran kehidupan kanak-kanak. 

Tujuan buku ini diterbitkan adalah untuk 

menggalakkan masyarakat supaya menghargai 

seni penulisan sastera, lukisan dudel dan juga 

terapi mewarna. Sesuai digunakan dalam kelas 

atau di rumah sebagai bahan buku tambahan 

dalam Pendidikan.

Massa Creative Enterprise, 2021 • ISBN 978-967-1996 - 157

9 Shyielathy Arumugam • Khoon Ming Kit, ill
Syikin yang sangat lapar [The Very Hungry Syikin]

This is a book about a girl named Syikin. Syikin 

is a very hungry girl who likes to eat fruits. 

She eats different kinds of fruits every day 

throughout the week.

Ini adalah buku tentang seorang gadis bernama 

Syikin. Syikin seorang gadis yang sangat 

lapar dan suka makan buah-buahan. Dia 

makan pelbagai jenis buah-buahan setiap hari 

sepanjang minggu.

Self-published, 2021 • ISBN 978-967-19206-0-2

10 Emily Goh, Edeline Go, Ang Hui Qing, Levant Yen, Jacqueline Yong, 
Choong Kah Yan, April Wong 

Malaysiaku  [My Malaysia]

This book talks about the traditional games and 

cultural uniqueness of the multiracial Malaysian 

community.

Mengisahkan tentang permainan tradisional 

dan keunikan budaya masyarakat Malaysia 

yang berbilang kaum.

University Book Store (M) Sdn Bhd, 2021 • ISBN 978967266697



Mexico
Books from

The present selection stemmed from a closed call, made by the “Alaíde 
Foppa” Community Library of the Artistic Vinculation Unit of the University 
Cultural Center in Tlatelolco of the National Autonomous University of 
México (UNAM), among reading promotion specialists of different ages and 
from different backgrounds. At first, the lists were compiled separately and 
anonymously, then compared, and common titles were identified to compile a 
preliminary list that was later submitted for discussion, to confirm or modify 
the results. Some people took the historical reception into account, others 
parted from technical criteria. This exercise allowed us to initiate new talks 
about what the picture book means in Mexico (where we have a rich tradition 
of graphic narratives) with clear paths such as reception, publishing history, 
and picture book epistemology.  The people involved in this list were book 
authors, co-ordinators of the “El Aleph” Reading Room, members of the Leetra 
independent publishing house, freelance researchers, researchers from the 
“LIJ Ibero” Journal of the Universidad Iberoamericana, staff from the Libraries 
General Direction and Digital and Data Services on the Central Library 
(UNAM), and the authors of the “Uvejota” library blog and the “Linternas y 
Bosques” children’s and YA literature blog.

La presente selección se hizo a partir de una convocatoria, de carácter 
cerrado, lanzada por la Biblioteca Comunitaria Alaíde Foppa de la Unidad 
de Vinculación Artística del Centro Cultural Universitario Tlatelolco de la 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM) entre especialistas 
de la promoción lectora de diferentes edades y entornos. En un principio, 
se recopilaron listas por separado y de manera anónima, se cotejaron y 
se identificaron los títulos frecuentes para armar una lista preliminar que 
se sometió a discusión para confirmar o modificar los resultados. Algunas 
personas tomaron en cuenta el factor de recepción histórica; otras partieron 
de criterios técnicos. El ejercicio permitió iniciar nuevas discusiones en torno a 
lo que entendemos por libro ilustrado en México (donde tenemos una prolífica 
tradición de narrativa gráfica) con vetas muy claras como la recepción, 
historia editorial y epistemología del libro álbum.  Participaron autores de 
libros, coordinadores de la Sala de Lectura “El Aleph”, miembros de la editorial 
Leetra, investigadoras independientes, investigadoras de la revista “LIJ Ibero” 
de la Universidad Iberoamericana, de la Dirección General de Bibliotecas 
y Servicios Digitales de Información de la Biblioteca Central de la UNAM y 
autores del blog bibliotecario “Uvejota” y el blog “Linternas y Bosques”.

Contact:  Áurea Xaydé  Esquivel Flores
Mexico Biblioteca Alaíde Foppa, Director
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1 David Álvarez Hernández 
Noche Antigua  [Ancient night]
Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2017 • ISBN 9786071653147

WorldCat author record

The rabbit and the possum are creatures 

featured in the most well-known Mexican 

myths: one lives in the moon, the other steals 

fire for human kind. Ancient night tells the story 

about their labours and mischiefs in the field 

and how their struggle for pulque (a precious 

antient drink) makes the moon to grow and to 

dwindle.

El conejo y el tlacuache son criaturas que 

forman parte de los mitos mexicanos más 

conocidos: uno vive en la luna, el otro roba el 

fuego para la humanidad. Noche antigua nos 

cuenta sus labores y travesuras en la milpa y 

cómo su lucha por el pulque (preciada bebida 

ancestral) provoca que la luna se llene y se vacíe.

2 José Manuel Mateo • Javier Martínez Pedro, ill.
Migrar [To Migrate]
https://www.edicionestecolote.com/, 2011 • ISBN 9786077656555

WorldCat author record

This book, winner of the New Horizons award of 

the Bologna Children’s Book Fair in 2012, shows 

what it means to migrate, through the eyes of 

a girl who represents thousands of Mexicans 

in a displacement situation. From a visual 

storytelling over amate paper (a precolumbian 

kind of paper) and a codex display, the 

harshness of the subject is contrasted from a 

traditional, modern, and the child perspective.

Este libro, Ganador del Premio Nuevos 

Horizontes de la Feria de Bolonia, 2012, muestra 

lo que significa migrar a través de los ojos de 

una niña que representa a miles de mexicanos 

en esta situación. Desde el relato visual en papel 

amate (de origen prehispánico) y el despliegue 

en forma de códice, se contrasta la crudeza 

del tema desde lo tradicional, lo moderno y la 

mirada infantil.

3 Juan Gedovius
Trucas
Fondo de Cultura Económica, 1997 • ISBN 9789681654108

WorldCat author record

What is Trucas? We honestly don’t know for 

sure. We only know that a little green creature 

gets in trouble because of its curiousness. First 

Mexican silent book to achieve global success, 

Trucas has become an endearing reference of 

the act of reading as a multiple sense game.

¿Qué es Trucas? Francamente, no sabemos. 

Sólo sabemos que una criaturita verde se mete 

en más de un apuro debido a su curiosidad. 

Primer libro silente mexicano en lograr una 

trascendencia masiva, Trucas se ha convertido  

en un referente entrañable del acto de leer 

como juego de sentidos múltiples. 

https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=au=%22A%CC%81lvarez%20Herna%CC%81ndez,%20David%20Daniel%22
https://www.edicionestecolote.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Jos%C3%A9+Manuel+Mateo&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint&audience=juv
https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Juan+Gedovius&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint&audience=juv
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4 Ana Romero • Valeria Gallo, ill. 
Nosotras  / Nosotros	[We women / We men]
Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2019 • ISBN 9786071659088

WorldCat author record

Born from the dialogue between female authors 

regarding International Women’s Day, this 

book gathers awfully real stories about what 

society tells us what a “woman” or “man” should 

be, stories that we replicate all the time, even 

though we don’t mean to. Thus, the authors 

invite us to reflection and introspection, so 

gender prejudices live only in the past.

Nacido del diálogo entre diversas autoras a 

propósito del Día Internacional de la Mujer, este 

libro recoge historias terriblemente reales sobre 

lo que nos dicen que debe ser una “mujer” o un 

“hombre” y que reproducimos todo el tiempo, 

aunque no nos demos cuenta. Así, las autoras 

invitan a la reflexión y la introspección para que 

los prejuicios de género sean cosa del pasado.

5 Carlos Pellicer López
Julieta Y Su Caja De Colores [Juliet and her paintbox]
Fondo de Cultura Económica, 1993 • ISBN 9789681645007

WorldCat author record

This is a meta-artistic proposal where art talks 

about itself through the daily (and fantastic) 

experiences of a highly creative girl. Dreams, 

thoughts, and emotions are made present by 

means of paintings by different artists, not only 

to be seen, but to be observed and inhabited. 

Se trata de una propuesta metartística donde 

el arte habla de sí misma por medio de las 

experiencias cotidianas (y fantásticas) de una 

niña muy creativa. Sueños, pensamientos 

y emociones se hacen presentes a partir de 

cuadros de diferentes artistas, no sólo para ser 

vistos, sino para ser observados y habitados.

6 María Luisa Valdivia • Trino , ill.
¿Qué Te Gusta Mάs?  [What do you like better?]
https://www.gob.mx/conafe, (originally by Unidad de Publicaciones Educativas)  1992
• ISBN 9789682943867

Worldcat illustrator record

Authentic picture book where agile and 

humorous lines interpret games of nonsense, 

written in a fluent dance with orality. What do 

you like better? is a light but powerful invitation 

to create and explore on a grand scale canvas 

(literally).  

Auténtico álbum donde un trazo humorístico 

y ágil interpreta juegos del nonsense, escritos 

desde la danza constante con la oralidad. ¿Qué te 

gusta más? es una ligera pero potente invitación 

a inventar y explorar en un lienzo de grandes 

dimensiones (literalmente).

https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ana+Romero&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint&audience=juv
https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Carlos+Pellicer+L%C3%B3pez&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint&author=Pellicer+Lo%CC%81Pez%2C+Carlos&audience=juv
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=au=%22Trino%22
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7 Alejandro Magallanes
Armo Con Letras Las Palabras [With letters I build words]
CIDCLI, 2009 • ISBN 9786077749059

WorldCat author record

Letters, before anything, are images of sound, 

but sometimes, we forget. Here we find the 

story of a boy who discovers that letters can be 

messed with or be put back together, letters can 

fall or rise, and that they can be used to draw 

words.

Las letras, antes que cualquier otra cosa, son 

imágenes de sonidos, pero a veces se nos 

olvida. Aquí nos encontramos con la historia 

de un niño que descubre que las letras pueden 

desordenarse, ordenarse, caerse, elevarse y que 

también sirven para dibujar palabras.

8 Menena Cottin • Rosana Farí, ill. 
El Libro Negro De Los Colores [The Black Book of Colours]
Libros del Zorro Rojo, (Formerly by Tecolote) 2008 • ISBN 9788492412198

WorldCat author record

To know other worlds means to change our 

gaze and, fortunately, an image can also be 

a smell, a sound, a taste, and a texture. From 

the combined experience of dark embossed 

images, white letters, and Braille text stems a 

synesthetic game that invites us to read with 

our whole body.

Conocer otros mundos significa transformar 

la mirada y, afortunadamente, la imagen 

también es olor, sonido, sabor y textura. Desde 

la experiencia combinada de imágenes oscuras 

en relieve, letras blancas y texto en Braille se 

produce un juego sinestésico que nos invita a 

leer con el cuerpo entero.

9 Micaela Chirif • Issa Watanabe, ill. 
¡Más te vale, Mastodonte! [You better, Mastodon!]
Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2014 • ISBN 9686071619273

Worldcat author record 

Having a pet is not easy, having a pet mastodon 

is nearly impossible! We say “nearly” because, 

even though it can be unruly, naughty, 

rebellious and its favorite word is “No!”, with the 

right treatment a mastodon can also be quite 

loving, caring, and protective.

Tener una mascota no es nada sencillo, 

¡tener un mastodonte como mascota es casi 

imposible! Decimos “casi” porque, aunque sea 

desobediente, travieso, rebelde y su palabra 

favorita sea “¡No!”, un mastodonte, con el trato 

adecuado, también puede ser muy amoroso, 

atento y protector. 

https://cidcli.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Alejandro+Magallanes&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint&author=Magallanes%2C+Alejandro&audience=juv
https://librosdelzorrorojo.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Menena+Cottin&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint
https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Micaela+Chirif&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint
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10 Vivian Mansour Manzur • Martha Avilés, ill. 
El Peinado De La Tίa Chofi [Aunt Chofi’s hairdo]
https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/, (formerly Corunda) 2015 • ISBN 9786071628527

WorldCat author record

Aunt Chofi can draw attention to herself 

from anyone due to her extravagant hairdos. 

Narrated through a child’s perspective, this 

book tells a very funny episode in the life of this 

unique woman during a formal party. With a 

merry and dynamic visual style, Aunt Chofi’s 

hairdo inaugurates a literary path with loving 

and ironic tones.

La Tía Chofi tiene la habilidad de llamar 

la atención de cualquier persona por sus 

extravagantes peinados. Desde una voz infantil 

en primera persona, este libro narra un divertido 

episodio en la vida de esta peculiar mujer 

durante una fiesta muy formal. Con un estilo 

visual alegre y dinámico, El peinado de la tía Chofi 

inaugura un camino literario de tono irónico y 

amoroso. 

https://www.fondodeculturaeconomica.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Vivian+Mansour+Mansour+&author=Mansour+Manzur%2C+Vivian&audience=juv


Netherlands
Books from

The list of the ten best favourite children’s picture book titles has been com-
piled by a delegation of youth specialists from libraries in the Netherlands and 
the national team of the book gifting program BookStart Netherlands.

De lijst van de 10 favoriete prentenboeken is samengesteld door een 
afvaardiging van jeugdspecialisten van bibliotheken in Nederland en het 
landelijk team van het leesbevorderingsprogramma BoekStart Nederland.

Contact:  Marijke Bos
Stichting Lezen
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1 Pim Lammers • Milja Praagman, ill. 
Het lammetje dat een varken is [The Lamb That is a Pig]
De Eenhoorn, 2017 • ISBN 9789462911994

WorldCat record

The sheep are grazing and suddenly they see 

a lamb between the pigs. He rolls in the mud 

and declares he is a piglet. This picture book 

raises a topical issue: what if you don’t feel at 

home in your own body? Using colours, the 

illustrations (always covering two pages) make 

it very clear that there is a separation between 

pigs and sheep. In short, an interesting picture 

book about transgender people, which tackles 

a current topic in a simple and humorous way.  

For children from approximately four years

Als de schapen aan het grazen zijn, zien ze 

ineens een lammetje tussen de varkentjes. Hij 

rolt heerlijk in de modder en roept dat hij een 

varkentje is. Dit prentenboek stelt een actuele 

kwestie aan de orde: wat als je je in je eigen lijf 

niet thuis voelt? In de illustraties, steeds over 

twee pagina’s, wordt door middel van kleuren 

heel duidelijk gemaakt dat er een scheiding is 

tussen de varkens en de schapen. Kortom, een 

interessant prentenboek over transgenders, 

dat een actueel onderwerp eenvoudig en 

humoristisch aan de orde stelt. Vanaf ca. 4 jaar. 

2 Max Velthuijs 
Kikker is Kikker [Frog is Frog]
Leopold, 1996 • ISBN 9789025860202

WorldCat record

Frog finds himself with an identity crisis. Even 

though he is a beautiful green (his favourite 

colour) and can jump and swim like the best; 

there are a lot of things he can’t do but his 

friends can. Frog feels stupid and sad. Until 

Hare convinces him that they all love him just 

because he is Frog. Frog’s feelings are expressed 

in a striking and subtle way. The uncertainties 

are therefore very recognizable. The framed 

illustrations have an added value, they cover 

one or a double page. For children from 

approximately four years. Hans Christian Andersen 

Award Winner 2004

Kikker bevindt zich in een identiteitscrisis. Hij 

mag dan wel mooi groen zijn (z’n lievelingskleur) 

en kunnen springen en zwemmen als de 

beste; toch zijn er een hoop dingen die hij 

niet kan en zijn vrienden wel. Kikker voelt 

zich dom en verdrietig. Tot Haas hem ervan 

weet te overtuigen dat ze allemaal veel van 

hem houden, gewoon omdat hij Kikker is. De 

gevoelens van Kikker zijn op een treffende en 

subtiele manier verwoord. De onzekerheden 

zijn daardoor heel herkenbaar. De gekaderde 

illustraties hebben een toegevoegde waarde. Ze 

beslaan één of een dubbele pagina. Vanaf ca. 4 

jaar..

mailto:mbos@lezen.nl
https://eenhoorn.be/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Het+lammetje+dat+een+varken+is&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+ap%3A%22lammers%2C+pim%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
https://www.leopold.nl/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/kikker-is-kikker/oclc/827232808/editions?editionsView=true&referer=br
https://www.ibby.org/subnavigation/archives/hans-christian-andersen-awards/2004/max-velthuijs/
https://www.ibby.org/subnavigation/archives/hans-christian-andersen-awards/2004/max-velthuijs/
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3 Marjet Huiberts • Iris Deppe, ill. 
We hebben er een geitje bij! [We’ve Got a Kid!]
Gottmer, 2014 • ISBN 9789025755966

WorldCat record

Mik goes to the petting zoo to admire the new 

born goat. He is welcomed by all the farm 

animals, all equally happy with the addition. 

Besides farm animals, many other animals 

are also featured. The wonderful, large, soft 

and freshly coloured illustrations all cover a 

double page, printed on beautiful glossy thin 

cardboard. A two-line text with end rhyme is 

printed in thick black sans serif font within the 

illustrations. A lovely, sweet story with beautiful 

atmospheric prints which will greatly appeal to 

toddlers. For children aged approximately three 

years.

Mik gaat naar de kinderboerderij om daar 

het pas geboren geitje te bewonderen. Hij 

wordt verwelkomd door alle boerderijdieren, 

allemaal even blij met de aanwinst. Naast de 

boerderijdieren zijn ook veel andere dieren te 

zien. De prachtige, grote, zacht-frisgekleurde 

illustraties beslaan telkens een dubbele pagina, 

gedrukt op mooi glanzend dun karton. Een 

tweeregelige tekst met eindrijm is in een 

dikzwarte schreefloze letter in de illustraties 

afgedrukt. Prachtig lief verhaaltje met 

schitterende sfeervolle prenten, waarop veel te 

herkennen is voor peuters. Vanaf ca. 3 jaar.

4 Hans & Monique Hagen • Marit Törnqvist, ill. 
Spelen tot het donker wordt [Play Until Dark]
Querido, 2018 • ISBN 9789021414287

WorldCat record

This picture book is an ode to friendship and 

playing together. A beautiful combination of 

images and poems. It starts with a girl coming 

outside in the morning. The poem on the 

adjacent page tells all about what she and her 

friend do when they play. This is followed by nine 

spreads without text, entirely filled with lovely, 

playful drawings. There you see what the poem 

described. The girl and boy  play together on the 

beach, in the bath, they create a restaurant for 

their dolls and build a railway that you will never 

get tired of. A poem follows again at the end. A 

wonderful book to read together. For children 

aged two. 

Dit prentenboekje is een ode aan vriendschap 

en samen spelen. Een prachtig samenspel van 

beelden en gedichten. Het opent met een meisje 

dat ’s ochtends naar buiten komt. Het gedichtje 

op de naastliggende pagina vertelt wat zij met 

haar vriendje allemaal speelt. Daarna volgen 

negen spreads zonder tekst, geheel gevuld 

met lieflijke, speelse tekeningen. Daar zie je 

wat het gedichtje beschreef. Het meisje en 

jongetje  spelen samen op het strand, in bad, ze 

maken een poppenrestaurant en bouwen een 

spoorbaan waar je niet op uitgekeken raakt. 

Aan het eind volgt weer een gedichtje. Een 

heerlijk boekje om samen te lezen. Vanaf ca. 2 

jaar.

Hans Hagen Marit Törnqvist Monique Hagen

https://gottmerkinderboeken.nl/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=We+hebben+er+een+geitje+bij!&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
http://querido.nl/querido/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Spelen+tot+het+donker+wordt&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+ap%3A%22törnqvist%2C+marit%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
https://www.singeluitgeverijen.nl/querido/auteur/hans-hagen-2
https://www.singeluitgeverijen.nl/querido/auteur/marit-tornqvist-2
https://www.singeluitgeverijen.nl/querido/auteur/monique-hagen-2
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5 Edward van de Vendel • Marije Tolman, ill. 
Vosje [Fox]
Querido, 2018 • ISBN 9789021414348

WorldCat author record

A young fox runs through the dunes chasing 

two butterflies when he takes a nasty fall. 

While lying there, he starts to dream about 

the first time outside the den, playing with his 

brother and sisters, and the lessons taught by 

his father. The fox is very sensitive because of 

all the sensory experiences, moonlight glaring 

into his eyes and hair that blows on end. The 

narrator provides commentary and guides the 

reader. The images have great expressiveness 

and the use of mixed techniques (combination 

of photography, riso print and pen drawing) 

produces a beautiful atmospheric result, prints 

like an old film for reality and sand-coloured 

drawings for the dream. The fluorescent fox 

immediately steals the reader’s heart. For 

children approximately six years.

Een jonge vos rent door de duinen achter twee 

vlinders aan, totdat hij een harde smak maakt. 

Terwijl hij daar ligt, droomt hij o.m. over de 

eerste keer buiten het hol, spelen met zijn 

broer en zussen, en ook over de lessen van zijn 

vader. Het vosje is heel invoelbaar door alle 

zintuigelijke ervaringen, maanlicht dat in zijn 

ogen prikt en haren die overeind waaien. De 

verteller levert commentaar en begeleidt de 

lezer. De prenten hebben grote zeggingskracht. 

De gemengde techniek (combinatie van 

fotografie, risoprint en pentekening) levert een 

prachtig sfeervol resultaat op: prenten als een 

oude film voor de werkelijkheid en zandkleurige 

tekeningen voor de droom. De fluorescerende 

vos steelt daarbij direct het hart van de lezer. 

Vanaf ca. 6 jaar.

6 Ted van Lieshout • Philip Hopman, ill. 
Boer Boris gaat naar zee [Farmer Boris Goes to Sea]
Gottmer, 2013 • ISBN 9789025754471

WorldCat record

When the holiday starts Farmer Boris wants 

to take a trip to the seaside, but what to 

bring? Finally, he sets off on his tractor with 

trailer taking with him the cow and her calf, 

the chickens and the rooster, all the furniture 

and his brother and sister. Children will love 

the full-page, humorous and brightly coloured 

illustrations. The image where all the animals 

swim in the sea is precious and original, because 

the animals are all drawn from an underwater 

perspective. The text consists of smooth rhyme 

closely following the drawings. There is a lot to 

see in the detailed drawings. For children aged 

approximately three years. 

Als het vakantie is wil Boer Boris naar zee, 

maar wat er allemaal mee moet? Uiteindelijk 

vertrekt hij op de tractor met daarachter een 

aanhangwagen met de koe en haar kalf, de 

kippen en de haan, alle meubeltjes en zijn 

broertje en zusje. Kinderen zullen genieten 

van de paginagrote, humoristische en vrolijk 

gekleurde illustraties. De plaat waarop 

alle dieren in zee zwemmen is kostelijk en 

origineel, omdat de dieren allemaal vanuit een 

onderwaterperspectief zijn getekend. De tekst 

in goedlopend rijm volgt de tekeningen op de 

voet. Op de gedetailleerde tekeningen valt veel 

te zien. Vanaf ca. 3 jaar.

http://querido.nl/querido/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Edward+van+de+Vendel&dblist=638&fq=+(x0%3Abook-+OR+(x0%3Abook+x4%3Aprintbook)+OR+(x0%3Abook+x4%3Adigital)+OR+(x0%3Abook+x4%3Abraille))+%3e+fm%3Ajuv+%3e+fm%3Afic&qt=facet_fm%3A_content
https://gottmerkinderboeken.nl/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Boer+Boris+gaat+naar+zee+&qt=results_page
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7 Tjibbe Veldkamp • Alice Hoogstad, ill. 
Kom uit die kraan!! [Get Out of That Crane!!]
Lemniscaat, 2015 • ISBN 9789047707271

WorldCat record

Bart likes to visit the construction site. One 

day he decides to climb onto the roller, the 

cement truck and the crane. He wreaks havoc, 

but it turns out he has a good reason for that… 

Beautiful, humorous picture book with an 

unexpected, brilliant plot. The highly detailed 

illustrations cover two pages. The brilliant 

perspective alternates, zooming in and out on 

the machines, the wharf and the chaos that 

Bart created. The text contains a lot of action 

and lively dialogue and is excellent to read 

aloud. The text is printed in a dark green, playful 

font and together with the illustrations forms 

an attractive offering. For children aged around 

four years.

Bart gaat graag kijken bij de bouwplaats. 

Op een dag klimt hij zomaar op de wals, 

de cementwagen en de hijskraan. Hij 

richt een enorme ravage aan. Maar daar 

blijkt hij een goede reden voor te hebben… 

Mooi, humoristisch prentenboek met een 

onverwachte, schitterende plot. De zeer 

gedetailleerde illustraties zijn telkens gespreid 

over twee pagina’s. Het meesterlijke perspectief 

zoomt afwisselend in en uit op de machines, de 

werf en de ravage die Bart aanricht. De tekst 

bevat veel actie en levendige dialogen en laat 

zich uitstekend voorlezen. De tekst is gedrukt in 

een donkergroene, speelse letter en vormt een 

aantrekkelijk geheel met de illustraties. Vanaf 

ca. 4 jaar.

8 Mylo Freeman 
Prinses Arabella is jarig [It’s Princess Arabella’s Birthday]
De Eenhoorn, 2006 • ISBN 9789058383709

WorldCat record

Princess Arabella asks for an elephant as a 

birthday present. But when the elephant is very 

unhappy and sad, the Princess decides to take 

her birthday gift back. That is a nice surprise 

for the elephant’s cub: he is very happy with 

the princess, his birthday present! A well-

maintained and humorous picture book with 

spreads on two side-by-side pages. They give 

a nice picture of the splendour and excess of 

the royal family. The drawings contain a lot of 

colour and details and tie in well with the text, 

which is placed in the prints and contains a lot 

of dialogue. Written in a smooth style without 

difficult words or concepts, making it pleasant 

to read. For children aged approximately four 

years.

Prinses Arabella vraagt als verjaardagscadeau 

een olifant. Maar die is erg ongelukkig en 

verdrietig, waarna de prinses besluit haar terug 

te brengen. Dat is een leuke verrassing voor 

het jong van de olifant: die is erg blij met het 

prinsesje, zíjn verjaardagscadeau! Een mooi 

verzorgd en humoristisch prentenboek met 

platen over steeds twee naast elkaar liggende 

pagina’s. Ze geven een mooi beeld van de pracht 

en praal en de overdaad bij de koninklijke 

familie. De tekeningen bevatten veel kleur en 

details en sluiten goed aan bij de tekst, die in 

de prenten is geplaatst en veel dialoog bevat. 

Geschreven in een vlotte stijl zonder moeilijke 

woorden of begrippen, waardoor het plezierig 

(voor)leest. Vanaf ca. 4 jaar.

https://www.lemniscaat.nl/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Kom+uit+die+kraan!!+&qt=results_page
https://eenhoorn.be/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Prinses+Arabella+is+jarig+&qt=notfound_page&search=Search
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9 Annemarie van Haeringen

WorldCat record

The white goat Snow White likes to knit goat 

socks. But one day she knits some little goats. 

Mrs Sheep is jealous and calls her work a mess. 

Snow White then knits a wolf that eats Mrs. 

Sheep … Beautiful, imaginative picture book 

with a well-constructed suspense, into which 

many fairy tale motifs have been incorporated 

in a humorous way. The sparkling text is easy 

to read aloud. The full-page illustrations fit 

seamlessly with the text. Colour indicates 

accents. The ending is very beautiful, with the 

illustration giving a special interpretation of the 

text. For children aged approximately four years.

De witte geit Sneeuwwitje breit graag 

geitensokken. Maar op een dag breit 

ze een aantal kleine geitjes. Mevrouw 

Schaap is jaloers en noemt haar werk maar 

broddelwerk. Dan breit Sneeuwwitje een 

wolf die mevrouw Schaap met huid en haar 

opeet… Schitterend, fantasievol prentenboek 

met een goed opgebouwde spanningsboog, 

waarin veel sprookjesachtige motieven op 

een humoristische wijze zijn verwerkt. De 

sprankelende tekst laat zich goed voorlezen. 

De paginagrote illustraties sluiten naadloos 

aan op de tekst. Met kleur worden accenten 

aangegeven. Het slot is erg mooi, waarbij de 

illustratie een bijzondere interpretatie van de 

tekst geeft. Vanaf ca. 4 jaar.

Sneeuwwitje breit een monster                                                                                  
[Snow White is Knitting a Monster]
Leopold, 2014 • ISBN 9789025866600

10 Charlotte Dematons
Alfabet [Alphabet]
Hoogland & Van Klaveren, 2020 • ISBN 9789089673275

WorldCat record

Each spread in this textless picture book is 

devoted to one letter of the alphabet. Not an 

ordinary ABC book, but a storytelling search 

book with colourful detailed images and an 

original angle. Starting with a Monkey Rock 

full of Monkeys and a Roller Coaster with an 

Ambulance; ending with a Black Sea full of 

Mermaids with Sunglasses in a Beanbag on the 

Sand [In Dutch, all these words start with the 

same letter]. In between, a variation of busy 

and quiet pages with letter thief Alphabet on 

each spread, who steals an object from the 

page in addition to the letter. With about 3000 

imagined words, this is a unique search book for 

hours of viewing pleasure for both young and 

old. Because of the layering, everyone makes 

their own discoveries in the field of art, botany 

and zoology. For children aged approximately 

four years.

Elke spread in dit tekstloze prentenboek is 

gewijd aan één letter van het alfabet. Geen 

gewoon ABC-boek, maar een verhalenvertellend 

zoekboek met kleurrijke gedetailleerde 

afbeeldingen en een originele invalshoek. 

Beginnend met een Apenrots vol Apen en een 

Achtbaan met een Ambulance; eindigend 

met een Zwarte Zee vol Zeemeerminnen 

met een Zonnebril in een Zitzak op het Zand. 

Daartussenin een variatie van drukke en rustige 

pagina’s met op elke spread letterdief Alfabet, 

die behalve de letter ook een voorwerp van de 

pagina steelt. Met zo’n 3000 verbeelde woorden 

is dit een uniek zoekboek voor uren kijkplezier 

voor zowel jong als oud. Iedereen doet door de 

gelaagdheid eigen ontdekkingen op het gebied 

van kunst, plant- en dierkunde. Vanaf ca. 4 jaar. 

https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Sneeuwwitje+breit+een+monster+&qt=owc_search
https://www.leopold.nl/
http://www.hooglandvanklaveren.nl/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/alfabet/oclc/1154413705&referer=brief_results


New Zealand
Books from

IBBY NZ invited children’s library specialists to review and update titles in 
the previous edition of The World Through Picture Books, a very thought-
provoking, challenging and enjoyable exercise.  The updated selection includes 
many perennial favourites and introduces two contemporary titles featuring 
Māori and Pasifika perspectives that have been embraced wholeheartedly 
by our young readers. This selection is a celebration of New Zealand picture 
books that represent our unique perspective.

1 Lynley Dodd
Hairy Maclary From Donaldson’s Dairy
Penguin NZ, 2010 • ISBN 9780143306153

WorldCat record multiple formats

It was almost 40 years ago that this beloved dog 

trotted jauntily into the lives of New Zealand 

children. Hairy Maclary slips out of his front 

gate seeking adventure at the far end of town 

and is joined, one by one, by his doggy mates. 

Suddenly they are confronted by Scarface Claw, 

the toughest Tom in town, whose confronting 

‘EEEEEOWWWFFTZ’ sends the pack scurrying 

back home to safety.

Lynley Dodd’s effortless rhyme and rhythm 

is matched by her skillful illustrations which 

capture the personality of each dog and the 

drama of the event perfectly. She has written 

and illustrated over 20 further titles, many 

starring Hairy Maclary and his friends, as well as 

a series relating the adventures of a devious cat, 

Slinky Malinky. Winner of the Mallinson Rendell 

1983. New Zealand Government Picture Book 

Award, 1984.

Contact:  Frances Plumpton 
IBBY New Zealand
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2 Patricia Grace • Robyn Kahukiwa, ill. 
The Kuia and the Spider
Penguin NZ, 1982 • ISBN 9780140503876

WorldCat record

Two revered Māori artists, writer Patricia 

Grace and illustrator Robyn Kahukiwa, have 

collaborated on this witty tale of an old woman 

and a spider arguing companionably about 

whose weaving is superior. They agree to let 

their grandchildren decide, and while the spider 

deftly spins webs for swinging, climbing and 

capturing flies, the kuia skillfully makes flax kits 

for gathering food and flax mats for sitting and 

sleeping.

When the children arrive, they are delighted 

with their kits and mats and the spiderlings 

with the webs, all too busy to decide. New 

Zealand Government Picture Book Award, 1982.

https://www.penguin.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Hairy+Maclary+From+Donaldson's+Dairy&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
mailto:frances@francesplumpton.com
https://www.penguin.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=The+Kuia+and+the+Spider&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+fm%3Afic&qt=facet_fm%3A_content
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3 Peter Gossage
How Maui Slowed the Sun
Penguin NZ, 2011 • ISBN 9780143505181

WorldCat record

When the sun raced across the sky and the days 

were so short there was not enough time for 

the people to finish their work, Maui persuaded 

his brothers to help slow it down. Taking strong 

ropes they made from flax, Maui led them to the 

pit where the sun would rise. On his signal they 

threw the ropes to harness it and Maui, with the 

magic jawbone of his grandfather, overcame the 

sun and demanded that it moved more slowly 

across the sky.

This is one of many traditional Māori stories 

retold by Gossage and illustrated in his 

distinctive style using the Māori colour palette 

of red, ochre, yellow, brown and black.

4 Joy Cowley • Sarah Davis, ill. 
The Fierce Little Woman and the Wicked Pirate
Gecko Press, 2010 • ISBN 9781877467417

WorldCat Record

The fierce little woman lived in a house at the 

end of the jetty, playing her bagpipes, knitting 

socks for sailors and fishing through a trapdoor 

in the floor. When her solitude is disturbed one 

stormy night by a pirate tapping on the window 

and demanding to come inside, she refuses him 

entry. A battle of wits takes place until he finally 

capitulates and admits that his boat has sailed, 

and he’s scared of the dark.

Children delight in the actions of the fierce 

little woman repelling the pirate and enjoy the 

eventual happy outcome. Sarah Davis’s lushly 

coloured illustrations add wonderful drama.	

Read New Zealand author profile

5 Gavin Bishop
The House That Jack Built
Gecko Press, 1999 • ISBN 9781877467615  

WorldCat record

Gavin Bishop explains the historical background 

to this masterful picture book with his 

subheading ’ . . .being the account of Jack Bull 

Esq who sailed from these shores to a land far 

away to live there and trade with the natives 

of that said land 12th day of September 1798 . . .’ 

Using the traditional nursery rhyme for the text, 

Bishop juxtaposes the history of the colonial 

settlers of New Zealand slowly overwhelming 

the indigenous Māori, from both perspectives,

with carefully crafted illustrations and superb 

draughtsmanship.  An exceptional account 

of the early history of Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Originally published in 1982.

https://www.penguin.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=How+Maui+Slowed+the+Sun&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+ap%3A%22gossage%2C+peter%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
https://geckopress.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/fierce-little-woman-and-the-wicked-pirate-350l/oclc/1081075668?referer=br&ht=edition
https://www.read-nz.org/writer/cowley-joy/
https://geckopress.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/house-that-jack-built/oclc/1045737026&referer=brief_results
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6 Selina Tusitala Marsh
Mophead: How your Difference Makes a Difference
Auckland University Press, 2019 • ISBN 9781869408985

WorldCat Record

An impactful and moving graphic memoir about 

growing up different as Pasifika in Aotearoa 

New Zealand, illustrated with expressive line 

drawings highlighted with red. With her big 

frizzy hair earning her the nickname ‘Mophead’, 

she does her best to tie it back and fit in with 

others, until a visiting poet opens her eyes to 

the benefits of being her own true self. She lets 

her hair out and discovers her own poetic talent, 

becoming one of the first Pasifika women 

to hold a PhD and is named New Zealand 

Poet Laureate. This role comes with a carved 

tokotoko (walking stick) with its own wild mop 

of hair, leading her to tell her story over and 

again. Winner New Zealand Book Awards for 

Children and Young People Margaret Mahy Book 

of the Year 2020.

7 Betty Gilderdale • Alan GIlderdale
The Little Yellow Digger
Scholastic NZ, 1992 • ISBN 9781869432126

WorldCat record - author

One wet day a little yellow digger gets stuck in 

the mud on a construction site and a sequence 

of bigger and yet bigger diggers succumb to the 

same fate. Two days later when the weather 

has cleared it’s only the little yellow digger that 

can be maneuvered into position to release all 

the other bigger machines from the viscous 

mud. The Little Yellow Digger received the 2002 

Storylines Gaelyn Gordon Award for a Much-

Loved Book.

This is the first of several picture books by 

Betty Gilderdale, an ardent children’s literature 

advocate, featuring the little yellow digger.

8 Sacha Cotter • Josh Morgan, ill. 
The Bomb
Huia Publishers, 2018 • ISBN 9781775503507

WorldCat record 

A summery, waterlogged, quintessentially Kiwi 

story about a child growing in self-confidence 

while striving to perfect the dive-bomb into 

the water, supported every step of the way by 

the reassuring presence of the grandmother. 

Initial failure brings despondency, but with 

some tutoring from Nan, a bomb expert, and 

the realisation that expressing your own true 

self is the way to success, the ultimate bomb is 

achieved, echoed in the celebratory endpapers.

The language naturally incorporates te reo 

Māori, and the illustrations celebrate Aotearoa 

New Zealand’s multicultural community along 

with the joy of summer in the great outdoors. 

Winner New Zealand Book Awards for Children 

and Young People Picture Book Award 2019; 

New Zealand Book Awards for Children and 

Young People Margaret Mahy Book of the Year 

2019.			 

https://aucklanduniversitypress.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/mophead-how-your-difference-makes-a-difference/oclc/1230140114?referer=di&ht=edition
https://www.scholastic.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Betty+Gilderdale&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Afic+%3e+fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
https://www.storylines.org.nz/award/storylines-gaelyn-gordon-award/
http://www.huia.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/bomb/oclc/1044984317?referer=br&ht=edition
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9 Robyn Kahukiwa
Taniwha
Penguin NZ, 1987 • ISBN 9780140505986

WorldCat record

A small boy knows that the log in the river 

is really a Taniwha, a supernatural creature 

of Māori myth that has lived there for many 

generations. Sometimes the taniwha talks 

about the old days, and once she carried him 

to mythical places, giving him a treasured 

keepsake from each one. Although the other 

kids don’t understand, his grandfather (koro) 

knows how precious each treasure is.

Kahukiwa’s poetic text sings alongside her richly 

coloured and detailed illustrations in this New 

Zealand classic. Winner New Zealand Children’s 

Book of the Year Award, 1988

			 

10 Margaret Mahy • Jenny Williams, ill. 
A Lion in the Meadow
Hachette NZ, 2018 • ISBN 9781869713904

WorldCat Record

Margaret Mahy’s creative genius was discovered 

internationally when five stories, originally 

written for The New Zealand School Journal, 

were then published as picture books by 

Franklin Watts USA and Dent UK in 1969. A 

Lion in the Meadow, Mahy’s landmark story of 

a young boy with a huge imagination, who is 

insistent that there’s a lion in the meadow next 

door, quickly became a favourite.

It was republished in 1986 with new illustrations 

by Jenny Williams, and Margaret, often quoted 

as saying that ‘imagination is the creative use 

of reality’, made a change to the final sentence 

to reinforce this. Winner New Zealand Library 
Association Esther Glen Award; 1970 Margaret 

Mahy, Hans Andersen Award, 2006.	

Read New Zealand Author Profile

https://www.penguin.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/taniwha/oclc/1016704133/editions?referer=di&editionsView=true
https://www.hachette.co.nz/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/lion-in-the-meadow/oclc/1048202537?referer=di&ht=edition
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/esther-glen-award
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/esther-glen-award
https://www.read-nz.org/writer/mahy-margaret/


Nigerian School Library Association  Past president

Nigeria
Books from

In order to identify Nigerian children’s picture books of high quality, I 
consulted with school librarians and media specialists in the Nigerian School 
Library Association, library educators specializing in children’s literature, and 
the African Children’s Literature Research Collection of the Children’s Centre 
Library, University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria. In spite of the strong emphasis 
on publishing textbooks, I was able to find two Nigerian publishers that are 
bringing out picture books of high quality: Cassava Republic Press in Abuja 
and Kachifo Limited in Lagos (under its Farafina Tutti imprint), both of which 
have websites where information may be accessed.  Both also publish a wide 
selection of new Nigerian novels and other literature. I received a response 
from Cassava Republic Press of Abuja, Nigeria, with a new second office in 
London, and three of their titles are included here.

Contact:  Virginia Dike
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1 Lola Shoneyin • Francis Blake, ill. 
Mayowa and the Masquerades
Home v1 (cassavarepublic.biz), 2010 • ISBN 978 978 48518-8-6

WorldCat record

A Nigerian city boy is dragged from his 

computer games to go visit Granny in the 

village, but he discovers the village holds 

unexpected pleasures and adventure. His cousin 

introduces Mayowa to the wonderful world 

of masquerades, so fascinating that the two 

boys get lost.  A simple and engaging story of 

being open to new experiences, humorously 

illustrated in cartoon style.

https://www.facebook.com/Nigerian-School-Library-Association-185131152428
mailto:virginiadike@gmail.com
https://cassavarepublic.biz/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Mayowa+and+the+Masquerades&qt=error404_page&search=Search


3 Virginia W. Dike • Robin Gowen, ill. 
Birds of Our Land: A Child’s Guide to West African Birds
Cassava Republic Press, 2011 • ISBN 978 978 9060 900

WorldCat record 

This beautiful nonfiction picture book 

introduces children to 25 typical birds of West 

Africa. The brilliant illustrations and poetic 

description work together as a guide to the 

birds children are likely to encounter in town 

and country. The book has special sections on 

how to look at birds, with an accompanying 

observation checklist, how to attract birds 

to one’s compound, and observing nesting 

behavior. The aim is to encourage a spirit of 

inquiry and appreciation of the natural world, 

while also developing varied literacy and 

communication skills.
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2 Mylo Freeman 
Hair, it’s a Family Affair!
Cassava Republic Press, 2018 • ISBN 978-978-55979-0-5

WorldCat record 

Macy tells her classmates about her family by 

describing their varied hairstyles, from big Afro 

to braids, to cornrows, to hair dyed purple, 

styles of old and young, from grandma to baby. 

A celebration of Black hair in vibrant colour 

illustrations. 

http://www.cassavarepublic.biz/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/birds-of-our-land-a-childs-guide-to-west-african-birds/oclc/893742114&referer=brief_results
http://www.cassavarepublic.biz/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/hair-its-a-family-affair/oclc/1050964396&referer=brief_results


Norway
Books from

The Norwegian Library Association’s Section for Children and Young Adults 
co-operated with Norwegian IFLA members on this project in our country 
in 2015.This list is an updated version of the list, and it includes new titles 
that have been released in the past few years. The selection in this edition 
is elected by the Norwegian Library’s section for Children and Young Adults 
2022. The books presented are books that show some of the great variety in 
the Norwegian picture-book market. The librarians say that these books are 
excellent stories to promote in their work with storytelling for children in 
kindergarten and primary schools. These books are highly recommended by 
the librarians, and we are proud to send this list to an international selection 
of the world’s best picture-books.

Norsk bibliotekforening Barn og Unge samarbeidet med norske IFLA-medle-
mmer om dette prosjektet tilbake i 2015. Denne listen er en oppdatert vers-
jon av listen, og den inkluderer nye titler som har blitt utgitt de siste årene. 
Utvalget i denne utgaven gjort av styret i Norsk bibliotekforening sin seksjon 
for Barn og unge 2022. Bøkene som presenteres er flotte bøker som viser noe 
av den store variasjonen i det norske bildebokmarkedet. Bibliotekarene sier at 
disse bøkene er ypperlige historier å fremme i arbeidet med historiefortelling 
for barn i barnehage og grunnskole. Disse bøkene er sterkt anbefalt av bib-
liotekarene, og vi er stolte av å sende denne listen til et internasjonalt utvalg 
av verdens beste bildebøker.

Contact:  Jorun Systad
Director, Sunnfjord Public Library 
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1 Ragnar Aalbu
Hakk o ve  [Peck oh my]
(Ena) Vigmostad & Bjørke, 2018 • ISBN 9788241917424

WorldCat author record

Peck oh my – Hakk o ve. Woodpecker gets a 

headache from pecking in trees all day. The 

doctor tells him that he has to stop pecking 

and find something else to do. This leads to an 

existential crisis. What can a woodpecker do 

when it cannot peck anymore? A humorous 

story about a woodpecker who has to find a 

new meaning in life.

Hakkespetten får vondt i hodet av å hakke i trær 

hele dagen. Legen sier at han må slutte å hakke 

og finne noe annet å gjøre. Dette fører til en 

eksistensiell krise. For hva skal en hakkespett 

gjøre, når den ikke lenger kan hakke? En 

humoristisk fortelling om en hakkespett som 

må finne ny mening med livet.

mailto:jorun.systad@hotmail.com
https://www.vigmostadbjorke.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ragnar+Aalbu+
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2 Camilla Kuhn
Gorm er en snill orm  [Jake the Kindly Snake]
Cappelen Damm, 2013 • ISBN 9788202400293

Worldcat record 

Jake is a kindly snake who works in an 

apothecary. He is very kind, for he never eats a 

mouse. If he is very hungry and sees a mouse, 

he closes his eyes, and suddenly, the hunger is 

gone. That is the mouse too. Every time. Funny 

that!

Gorm er en snill orm som jobber på apotek. Han 

er kjempesnill, for han spiser aldri mus. Hvis han 

er veldig sulten og ser en mus, så lukker han 

øynene, og vips, så er sulten borte. Det er musa, 

også. Hver gang. Merkelig, det der.

3 Marianne Gretteberg Engedal
Pølsetjuven  [The Hot Dog Thief]
Samlaget, 2019 • ISBN 9788252197730

WorldCat record

Kjell comes from a thieving family, but he does 

not like to steal. Kjell’s family steals everything 

from the family of Hotdog-Pete, Kjell’s best 

friend. Then Kjell has a difficult decision to 

make. This is a story about finding out who you 

really are and daring to live how you wish to.

Kjell kjem frå ein familie med tjuvar, men han 

likar ikkje å stele. Familien til Kjell stel alt frå 

familien til Pølse-Per, venen hans. Då må Kjell 

ta ei vanskeleg avgjerd. Dette er ei forteljing om 

å finne ut kven ein eigentleg er, og om å tore å 

leve slik ein ønskjer.

4 Kristin Roskifte
Alle sammen teller  [Everybody Counts]
Magikon forlag, 2018 • ISBN 9788292863800

WorldCat record

Everybody Counts is a seek-and-find picture book 

where you can count people, follow them, feel 

with them and see how their stories interweave. 

The book is full of secrets to discover for those 

who are curious and have sharp eyes. 

Alle sammen teller er en myldrebok der du kan 

telle mennesker, følge dem, føle med dem og se 

hvordan historiene deres flettes sammen. Boka 

er full av hemmeligheter å oppdage for den som 

er nysgjerrig og har et skarpt blikk. 

https://www.cappelendamm.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1028497740
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1124996843
http://www.magikon.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Alle+sammen+teller+&audience=juv
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5 Bjørn F. Rørvik • Gry Moursund, ill. 
Bukkene Bruse på badeland [The Billy Goats Gruff in Waterworld]
Cappelen Damm, 2010 • ISBN 9788202295882

WorldCat record 

One day the three Billy Goats Gruff set off to the 

hills. Suddenly they notice a sign that shows 

them the way to Waterworld. “Ohhh, please!” 

begs the littlest Billy Goat Gruff. He would 

rather go to Waterworld this summer. “And then 

we don’t have to cross the bridge either. It’s so 

scary with that troll” says the youngest goat. 

The big Billy Goat Gruff gives in and off they go 

to Waterworld. But when the three Goats don’t 

cross the bridge the troll comes to Waterworld 

and the troll is really angry!

En dag de tre Bukkene Bruse skal til seters 

å gjøre seg fete, ser de plutselig et skilt som 

viser vei til Badeland. “Åhh, please!” sier den 

minste Bukken Bruse. Han vil mye heller dra 

på Badeland denne sommeren. “Da trenger vi 

jo ikke gå over brua. Det er så skummelt med 

det trollet,” sier den mellomste Bukken Bruse. 

Den største Bukken Bruse lar seg overtale og de 

drar avgårde til Badeland. Siden de tre Bukkene 

Bruse ikke dukker opp på brua, kommer trollet 

heller til Badeland,og trollet er virkelig sint!

6 Stian Hole 
Garmanns sommer  [Garmann’s Summer]
Cappelen, 2006 • ISBN 9788202259228

WorldCat record

Garmann is anxious about starting first grade 

as he is not ready. He cannot cycle, he does 

not dare to put his head under water and none 

of his teeth are loose yet. It’s urgent – school 

starts tomorrow! It’s the last day of summer 

and Garmann’s three old aunts come to visit. 

Garmann discovers that adults are also scared 

sometimes. His aunts are afraid of having to use 

a walker, harsh winters and of having to leave all 

behind when death comes. In the end Garmann 

isn’t any less nervous about starting school, but 

he knows anxiety is a part of life. 2007 Bologna 

Ragazzi Award winner.

Garmann gruer seg til å begynne i første klasse. 

Han er ikke klar: Ikke kan han sykle, han tør ikke 

stikke hodet under vann og ingen av tennene 

hans er løse ennå. Det haster – skolen starer i 

morgen! Det er siste sommerdag og Garmanns 

tre eldre tanter kommer på besøk. Garmann 

oppdager at også voksne av og til er redde. 

Tantene hans er redde for å måtte gå med 

gåstol, for strenge vintre og å måtte forlate alt 

når døden kommer. Til slutt er ikke Garmann 

lenger så nervøs for å begynne på skolen, men 

han har erfart at det å være redd er en del av 

livet.

7 Lisa Aisato 
Odd er et egg 	[Odd is an egg]
Gyldendal, 2010 • ISBN 9788205399204

WorldCat record

Imagine that your head is an egg. It can 

break any minute. What would PE (Physical 

Education) lessons and ball games be like? How 

do you think you would enjoy a walk in Pinecone 

Forest? Or riding your bike in dangerous traffic? 

Not much? 7 year old Odd is fully aware of all 

those things, because his head is an egg. Every 

morning he carefully covers his head in towels 

to keep it safe. Then one day Odd meets Gunn!

Tenk deg at hodet ditt er et egg. Som kan knuse 

når som helst. Hvordan tror du gymtimene med 

ballspill hadde vært da? Hvordan tror du en tur 

i kongleskogen hadde føltes? Eller en sykkeltur 

i den farlige trafikken? Ikke noe særlig, nei. Alt 

dette vet Odd, for hodet hans er nemlig et egg. 

Hver morgen pakker han det inn med håndklær 

og tevarmere så det ikke skal knuse. Men så 

møter Odd Gunn!

https://www.cappelendamm.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Bukkene+Bruse+p%C3%A5+badeland+&audience=juv
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Garmanns+sommer+&audience=juv
https://www.worldcat.org/title/791273630
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8 Kari Stai 
Jakob og Neikob  [Jacob and Neikob]   
Samlaget, 2008 • ISBN  9788252170870

WorldCat record 

Jakob and Neikob live together and are good 

friends even though they are very different. 

Jacob says YES to everything and Neikob says 

NO. “Hey Neikob. You wouldn’t say no to a road 

trip?” “NO”, responds Neikob. On the road they 

meet a thief! He takes their muffins and says 

he wants to steal their car. ‘Yes,’ replies Jacob, 

a little too fast. After several thoughtless YES 

answers, they end up being swallowed as 

crocodile food. Will they ever be able to escape 

from the crocodile’s stomach?

Jakob og Neikob er to gode venner som bur 

i lag, men dei er veldig forskjellige. For mens 

Jakob seier JA til alt, seier Neikob NEI til alt. “Hei, 

Neikob! Du seier vel ikkje nei til ein biltur?” “Nei”, 

svarar Neikob. På vegen møter dei ein tjuv. Han 

tar muffinsen deira og seier han har tenkt å 

stele bilen deira òg. ‘Ja,’ svarar Jakob, litt for fort. 

Etter fleire tankelause svar, endar dei opp som 

krokodillemat. Vil dei nokosinne greie å komme 

seg ut av magen til krokodilla?

9 Alf Prøysen • Vivan Zahl Olsen, ill. 
Geitekillingen som kunne telle til ti  [The kid who could count to ten]
Gyldendal, 2000 • ISBN  9788205278943  (1st ed. 1975)

WorldCat record 

This is a classic story about a young goat who 

can count up to ten. He counts all the animals 

he meets. The other animals become angry and 

afraid when he says he is going to count them, 

and one after another they run after the kid. 

In the end they all enter a boat. But the boat is 

only classified for ten animals. When the crew 

discovers that the kid can count, they scream: 

“Hurry up and count us!” Luckily, they are exactly 

ten. The young goat remains at the boat to 

count passengers.

Dette er en klassisk regle-fortelling om den lille  

geitekillingen som kunne telle til ti. Han teller 

alle dyrene han møter. De andre dyrene blir sinte 

når han sier han skal telle dem, og en etter en 

begynner de å løpe etter geitekillingen. Til slutt 

havner de alle på en ferje. Det er kun lov å være 

ti dyr om bord i ferjen. Når mannskapet skjønner 

at geitekillingen kan telle, roper de: “Skynd deg 

og tell oss!” Heldigvis er de akkurat ti. Geitekill-

ingen får jobb ombord for å telle alle passasjerer.

10 Gro Dahle • Svein Nyhus, ill. 
Snill  [Nice]
Cappelen Damm, 2002 • ISBN 9788202221324

WorldCat record 

Little sweet Lussie is so nice, so nice. So nice 

that one day she just disappears. No one 

noticed her: Her mother forgot that she was 

there. Her father forgot that she was there. The 

teacher forgot that she was there. And all the 

pupils forgot that she was there. When no one 

sees or hears her, she slips into the wall. Will she 

ever be able to find the way out?

Lussi er så snill, så snill. Så snill at hun en dag 

blir borte. Og ikke bare litt borte, men helt 

bortebortebortevekk borte. Faktisk helt inn 

i veggene vekk. Lussi er så stille og snill og 

flink og ren og pen at ingen ser henne lenger. 

Ikke moren, ikke faren, ikke læreren og heller 

ikke de andre barna. Ikke engang den store 

vaktmesteren kan finne henne.

https://samlaget.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3AJakob+og+Neikob&audience=juv
https://www.gyldendal.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/52044530
https://cappelendamm.no/
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/1028321483


Philippines
Books from

These are just a few titles that are said to be suitable for children and 
describe our country’s culture. This collection is based on the frequency that 
storytellers use the titles across the country.  Copies of each are found in the 
National Library of the Philippines. It is recommended that the selected titles 
should be referenced by a librarian. 

Ito ay mga listahan na naangkop sa mga bata at nagpapakita ng kultura ng 
isang bansa. Ang mga koleksiyon na ito ay batay sa mga madalas na ikuwento 
ng storyteller, at ang mga kopya na ito ay makikita sa National Library of 
the Philippines, na may pahintulot mula sa mga publisher na ipamahagi ang 
mga ito sa buong bansa. Ito ang mga rekomendasyon na dapat gamitin sa 
pagbabasa bilang isang laybraryan. Mahalagang alamin ang mga ito upang 
maging reference ng mga mambabasa.

Contact:  Melanie “Melai” Abad Ramirez.
National Library of the Philippines
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1 Mary Ann Ordinario-Floresta • Pepot Atienza, ill. 
Ang Mahiwagang Malong [Malong : The Magic Cloth]
ABC Educational Development Center, 2016 • ISBN 9789710492367

Author information Illustrator Profile

What makes the Malong so special? Find out 

the mystery of the magic cloth, as a little boy 

tells his true-to-life exceptional journey with his 

family. Children carry a bit of enchantment all 

the time. This is the ultimate book for them to 

discover the magical things around them.

Ano ang dahilan ng pagiging espesyal ng 

Malong? Alamin ang misteryo ng mahiwagang 

tela habang ikinuwento ng isang batang lalaki 

ang kanyang totoong buhay na pambihirang 

paglalakbay kasama ang kanyang pamilya. 

Ang mga bata ay nagdadala ng kaunting 

enchantment sa lahat ng oras. Ito ang 

pinakahuling libro para matuklasan nila ang 

mga mahiwagang bagay sa kanilang paligid.

mailto:maramirez0625@gmail.com
https://abcedcbooks.wixsite.com/books4children/books
https://abcedcbooks.wixsite.com/books4children/about_us
https://pepotart.wixsite.com/2021
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2 Mary Ann Ordinario-Floresta • Beth Parrocha-Doctolero, ill. 
The Opposite Jars: Posi and Nega
ABC Educational Development Center, 2017 • ISBN 978971049381

Author information

The opposite jars are always having an 

argument because Posi has a very cheerful 

outlook about life while Nega thinks that 

every situation will always turn out for the 

worst. Until the time came when both were 

locked inside a dark and dusty room. Nega 

became desperate and emotional. Posi kept 

his patience and confidence with the hope 

that things will get better. This story will help 

children understand that each experience is 

only temporary, and every obstacle can be 

resolved with a positive attitude. As readers 

turn the pages they will learn the value of being 

optimistic about life. 

Ang magkasalungat na banga ay laging 

nagtatalo dahil ang Posi ay may napakasayang 

pananaw sa buhay habang iniisip ni Nega na 

ang bawat sitwasyon ay palaging magiging 

pinakamasama. Hanggang sa dumating ang 

panahon na pareho silang nakakulong sa loob 

ng isang madilim at maalikabok na kwarto. 

Naging desperado at emosyonal si Nega. Pinilit 

ni Posi ang kanyang pasensya at kumpiyansa na 

may pag-asang gagaling ang mga bagay-bagay.

Ang kuwentong ito ay tutulong sa mga bata 

na maunawaan na ang bawat karanasan ay 

pansamantala lamang at ang bawat balakid ay 

maaaring lutasin nang may positibong saloobin. 

Habang binubuklat nila ang bawat pahina ng 

libro ay malalaman nila ang halaga ng pagiging 

optimistiko sa buhay.

3 Frances C. Alvarez
Kakanin, Kailan Ka Kakainin? [Rice Cakes, When Will You Be Eaten?]
ABC Educational Development Center, 2013 • ISBN 9789710492336

WorldCat record

Palitaw, Kutsina, Suman and Puto are worried. 

They feel they are on the brink of extinction. 

Every day Aling Isya sells kakanin at school 

but in the afternoon, most of them end up in 

the trash can. Children are not interested to 

buy them anymore. They prefer to eat junk 

food, burgers and fries. But one day everybody 

is surprised. A great feast is laid and what do 

people see? In the place of importance are all the 

native foods like the kakanin. The kakanin are so 

happy that they wish it would never end.

Nag-aalala sina Palitaw, Kutsina, Suman at 

Puto. Pakiramdam nila ay nasa bingit na sila ng 

pagkalipol. Araw-araw nagtitinda ng kakanin 

si Aling Isya sa paaralan ngunit sa hapon, 

karamihan sa kanila ay nasa basurahan. Hindi 

na interesado ang mga bata na bilhin ang mga 

ito. Mas gusto nilang kumain ng junk food, 

burger at fries. Ngunit isang araw nagulat ang 

lahat. Isang malaking piging ang inilatag at 

ano ang nakikita ng mga tao? Dahil sa lugar ng 

kahalagahan ay ang lahat ng mga katutubong 

pagkain tulad ng kakanin. Tuwang-tuwa ang 

mga kakanin na sana ay hindi na ito matapos.

https://abcedcbooks.wixsite.com/books4children/books
https://abcedcbooks.wixsite.com/books4children/authors
https://abcedcbooks.wixsite.com/books4children/books
https://www.worldcat.org/title/kakanin-kailan-ka-kakainin-rice-cakes-when-will-you-be-eaten/oclc/867250177&referer=brief_results
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4 Annie Pacaña-Lumbao • Leo Kempis Ang, ill.
Si Taho at Si Balut [Taho and Balut]
Lampara Publishing House Inc., 2016 • ISBN9789715188418

World Cat record

“Get out of that!”Taho and Balut were both 

salesmen of sweet and delicious food. They were 

also best friends. The friends always usually 

have a good relationship but the time comes 

when anger and envy also exist. Children learn 

from this story how Taho and Balut sorted out 

the tangle between them, as well as the true 

meaning of friendship.

“Taho kayo riyan!” “Balut kayo riyan!” Sina Taho 

at Balut ay parehong tindero ng malinamnam 

at masarap na pagkain. Matalik din silang 

magkaibigan. Ngunit hindi sa lahat ng 

panahon ay maganda ang samahan ng mga 

magkakaibigan. Dumarating ang oras kung 

kailan umiiral ang galit at inggit. Alamin 

sa kuwentong ito kung paano inayos nina 

Taho at Balut ang gusot na namagitan sa 

kanila, gayundin ang tunay na kahulugan ng 

pagkakaibigan. 

5 Genaro Gojo Cruz • Paul Imbong, ill. 
May Gulong na Bahay [House on Wheels]
Vibal Group, 2016 • ISBN 9789710737215

WorldCat record

There’s a unique house owned by a father and 

daughter in Binondo. They take it with them 

wherever they go. One day, they were surprised 

when their house on wheels was not where they 

had left it. Join them as they both search, to 

bring back their missing house. 

Kakaiba ang bahay ng mag-ama sa Binondo. 

Dala-dala nila ito sa kahit saan sila magpunta. 

Isang araw, laking gulat na lang nila nang hindi 

nila matagpuan ang may gulong nila bahay 

sa kanilang pinag-iwanan. Samahan sila sa 

kanilang paghahanap at pagsusumikap na 

muling makuha ang kanilang nawawalang 

bahay. 

6 Genaro Gojo Cruz • Beth Parrocha-Doctolero, ill. 
Ako ay May Titi  [I Have a Penis]
Lampara Publishing House, Inc., 2019 • ISBN 9789715189125

WorldCat record

Ako ay May Titi aims to encourage more open 

discussion on sensitive topics such as the 

penis.  Things that children don’t know, they 

can’t appreciate and take care of. Like eyes 

that should not be pierced, and hands that 

should always be washed, we have other parts 

of the body that should be recognized and 

paid attention to. Ako ay May Titi also aims to 

encourage more open discussion. 

Ang mga bagay na hindi alam ng mga bata ay 

hindi nila mapahahalagahan at maiingatan. 

Tulad ng mga mata na hindi dapat tusukin, at 

mga kamay na dapat laging hugasan, may mga 

iba pa tayong bahagi ng katawan na dapat 

kilalanin at bigyang pansin. 

http://www.lamparabooks.com.ph/home/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/si-taho-at-si-balut-taho-and-balut/oclc/988017448&referer=brief_results
https://www.chikitingbooks.ph/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/may-gulong-na-bahay-house-on-wheels/oclc/1051771160&referer=brief_results
http://www.lamparabooks.com.ph/home/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/ako-ay-may-titi-i-have-a-penis/oclc/1291609794&referer=brief_results
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7 Glenda Oris • Beth Parrocha-Doctolero, ill. 
Ako ay May Kiki   [ I Have a Vagina]
Lampara Publishing House Inc., 2020 • ISBN 9789715189286

WorldCat record

My vagina is a part of my body that belongs 

to me and only me, and that’s why I’ll always 

take good care of it and protect it. This book is 

recommended for children aged 5 and up.

Ang aking kiki ay bahagi ng aking katawan 

na tanging akin, kay alagin kong iingatan at 

pangangalagaan. Rekomendado ang aklat na 

ito sa mga batang edad 5 pataas.

8 Meanne Mabesa Mijares •  Jeca Martinez, ill. 
Si Lala at ang mahiwagang kapa  [Lala and the Enchanted Cloak]
Vibal Group, 2018 • ISBN 9789710742905

World Cat author record

Lala, a precocious and bubbly girl, stumbles 

upon an extraordinary cloak and life has never 

been the same for her since. This is a story that 

reminds us that we must give without expecting 

anything in return. Not everything you do must 

be seen or heard. What truly matters is that God 

sees and knows everything.

Si Lala, isang precocious at bubbly na batang 

babae, ay natitisod sa isang pambihirang 

balabal at ang buhay ay hindi kailanman naging 

pareho para sa kanya mula noon. Ito ay isang 

kwentong nagpapaalala sa atin na dapat tayong 

magbigay ng walang hinihintay na kapalit. 

Hindi lahat ng ginagawa mo ay dapat makita o 

marinig. Ang tunay na mahalaga ay nakikita at 

alam ng Diyos ang lahat.

http://www.lamparabooks.com.ph/home/
https://www.chikitingbooks.ph/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Meanne+Mabesa+Mijares++&qt=notfound_page&search=Search
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9 Jomike Tejido
Tagu-Taguan [A Counting Book in Filipino]
Tahanan Books, 2009 • ISBN  9786214220038

World Cat record 

Young bug lovers will find learning numbers 

irresistible fun.  Tagu-Taguan’s charming Filipino 

verses make counting from 10 to 1 and back 

again a delightful discovery game for the very 

young. The book opens with TEN grasshoppers 

hiding among the leaves till the countdown 

tapers down to ONE solitary cricket’s lullaby. 

Tejido’s visual bug fest leaps out from page after 

page in a parade showcasing spiders, bees, 

worms, and caterpillars, to name a few. Children 

will enjoy scouring each spread for creepy 

crawlies and winged creatures half-hidden in 

the foliage. The book seamlessly combines math 

and Filipino language skills perfect for bilingual 

children ages 1 and up. There is also an English 

translation in the back of the book. 

Ang mga batang mahilig sa bug ay 

makakahanap ng hindi maiiwasang kasiyahan 

sa pag-aaral ng mga numero sa aklat ni 

Jomike Tejido na TAGU-TAGUAN: A Counting 

Book in Filipino.  Dahil sa kaakit-akit na mga 

taludtod ng Filipino ng Tagu-Taguan, ang 

pagbibilang mula 10 hanggang 1 at pabalik 

ay isang kasiya-siyang laro ng pagtuklas para 

sa napakabata. Nagbukas ang aklat na may 

SAMPUNG tipaklong na nagtatago sa mga 

dahon hanggang sa bumababa ang countdown 

hanggang sa ONE solitary cricket’s lullaby. 

Ang visual bugfest ng Tejido ay lumalabas 

mula sa pahina pagkatapos ng pahina sa isang 

parada na nagpapakita ng mga spider, bees, 

worm, at caterpillar, upang pangalanan ang 

ilan. Masisiyahan ang mga bata sa paglilinis sa 

bawat pagkalat para sa mga katakut-takot na 

gumagapang at may pakpak na mga nilalang 

na kalahating nakatago sa mga dahon. Ang 

aklat ay walang putol na pinagsasama ang 

mga kasanayan sa matematika at Filipino na 

perpekto para sa mga bilingual na batang edad 1 

pataas. Makakakita ka rin ng English translation 

sa likod ng libro.

10 Divine Reyes • Benjor Catindig, ill. 
Pitong Tsinelas [Seven Slippers]
Tahanan Book for Young Readers, 2018 • ISBN 9786214220175

World Cat record

How many slippers do we need to have fun? 

Read and count, everyone! 

Ilang tsinelas ang kailangan para masaya ang 

samahan? Halina’t magbasa at magbilang!

https://tahananbooks.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/tagu-taguan-a-counting-book-in-filipino/oclc/1089694260&referer=brief_results
https://tahananbooks.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Pitong+Tsinelas%09&qt=error404_page&search=Search


Portugal
Books from

The selection of books was carried out by librarians from the National Public 
Library Network (RNBP).

After an initial contact with the 241 libraries that currently form part of the 
Network in which we explained the project and invited them to participate, 
we asked all libraries to suggest 10 books according to the selection criteria. 
Of all the books nominated, we once again asked the libraries to choose their 
favorites to be part of the Portuguese selection in the World Through Picture 
Book 3rd edition. In this initiative we registered 195 participated libraries in 
the selection process, with almost 50 different books being suggested.

A seleção dos livros foi efetuada pelos bibliotecários da Rede Nacional de 
Bibliotecas Públicas (RNBP).

Após um contacto inicial com as 241 bibliotecas que atualmente integram a 
Rede em que explicámos o projeto e os convidámos a participar, solicitámos a 
todas as bibliotecas que nos sugerissem 10 livros de acordo com as instruções 
da seleção. De todos os livros indicados, pedimos novamente às bibliotecas 
que escolhessem os seus preferidos para integrarem a seleção portuguesa no 
World Through Picture Book 3rd edition. Participaram no processo de seleção 
195 bibliotecas tendo sido sugeridos quase 50 livros diferentes.”

Contact:  Bruno Duarte Eiras
Directorate-General for Book, Archives and Libraries

THE  WORLD  THROUGH PICTURE  BOOKS    •    BOOKS  FROM  PORTUGAL    •    214

1 Clara Cunha • Paulo Galindr, ill.
O Cuquedo [The Cuquedo]
Livros Horizonte, 2008 • ISBN 978-972-24-1584-2

WorldCat author record

Who is Cuquedo? Where does he live? What 

does he do? Does he like soup? Nobody really 

knows who Cuquedo is but he can surely terrify 

the wildest animals of the jungle, even if they 

have never seen his face. Be afraid, be very 

afraid because this book can become addictive 

for the young readers as for their parents and 

caregivers. This is one of those books you will 

never put down, one of those shelter-books you 

always want to come back to, because although 

the thrill is the same it is never alike. Translated 

in Spanish and Catalan.

Ninguém sabe muito bem o que é, ou quem 

é, o que faz ou por onde anda o Cuquedo, 

mas ele é capaz de fazer tremer de medo os 

maiores animais da selva. Tenham cuidado, 

porque esta lengalenga pode tornar-se aditiva 

para pais e crianças. Este livro tornou-se uma 

forma muito divertida de seduzir tantos os 

leitores mais pequenos quanto os mediadores. 

Aquele livro-lugar onde apetece voltar sempre, 

porque o espanto nunca é o mesmo embora o 

conheçamos de cor.

mailto:bruno.eiras@dglab.gov.pt
https://www.livroshorizonte.pt
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Clara+Cunha&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille&author=Cunha%2C+Clara&audience=juv
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2 José Jorge Letria • André Letria, ill. 
Se eu fosse um livro	 [If I were a book]
Pato Lógico, 2014 • ISBN 978-989-967-176-8

WorldCat author record 

A book may outstand your imagination and 

transform your life, it may become the bench in 

the garden when you need a rest, the pet that 

pampers you or the friend whom you share 

secrets with. If I were a book I would choose 

as you as my favourite reader. This sweet 

celebration of the magic and wonder of books 

will delight readers of all ages through André 

Letria’s whimsical illustrations of a book as a 

kite, a tent, a ship, and more are paired with 

José Jorge Letria’s thoughtful musings on the 

joys of reading. Translated into English, French, 

Norwegian, Korean, Greek and Chinese.

Um livro não é só um conjunto de folhas 

impressas, agrupadas de forma ordenada. 

Um livro pode guardar muitos mundos. O 

livro, esse objeto mágico e cativante que 

tem a capacidade de mudar as nossas vidas, 

pode, de facto, fazer-nos seguir um caminho 

diferente do que tínhamos planeado, revelar-

nos o que antes desconhecíamos, ou até fazer 

parar o tempo enquanto nos perdemos em 

mundos imaginários. Um livro-avião prestes 

a levantar voo, um livro-candeeiro a iluminar 

uma rua escura, um livro-túnel de onde sai 

uma locomotiva fumegante, são algumas 

das metáforas de inspiração livresca que se 

encontram neste título e que nos desafiam para 

viagens de sonho e imaginação.

3 Afonso Cruz 
A contradição humana  [The Human Contradiction] 
Editorial Caminho, 2010 • ISBN 978-9722121-354

WorldCat record 

“After coming across these things that defy 

the logic of the entire KNOWN UNIVERSE, I 

began to notice something even more curious. 

Inside people (and that includes neighbours) 

dwell the greatest contradictions.” Afonso Cruz. 

The sharp observation of a kid exposes the 

contradictions of everyday life, with piercing 

irony. But contradictions are also teasing 

questions that raise the search for answers, that 

is why we should give them due importance. 

This book has won, in 2011, the SPA (Portuguese 

Author’s Society) Prize for the Best Book for 

Children and Youth, a Special Mention in the 

Portuguese National Illustration Prize and the 

Ler/Booktailors Prize for the best illustration. 

Translated in Bulgarian, Spanish (Colombia)

Depois de me deparar com estas coisas 

que desafiam a lógica de todo o UNIVERSO 

CONHECIDO, comecei a observar algo 

mais curioso ainda. Dentro das pessoas (e 

isso inclui os vizinhos) habitam as maiores 

contradições.”Afonso Cruz. A observação atenta 

de uma criança expõe as contradições de cada 

um com ironia e argúcia. Mas as contradições 

são também questões que provocam e 

suscitam a procura de respostas, é por isso que 

devemos dar-lhes a devida importância. Este 

livro recebeu, em 2011, o Prémio da Sociedade 

Portuguesa de Autores para Melhor Livro 

Infantojuvenil, uma Menção Especial do Júri no 

Prémio Nacional de Ilustração e o Prémio Ler/ 

Booktailors na categoria de Melhor Ilustração. 

https://www.pato-logico.com
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Jos%C3%A9+Jorge+Letria&audience=juv&itemSubType=book-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-printbook&author=Letria%2C+Jose+Jorge
https://caminho.leya.com/pt/
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/1333082666
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4 José Saramago • João Caetano, ill.
A Maior Flor Do Mundo [The Biggest Flower in the World]
Porto Editora, 2002 • ISBN 978-972-0-72822-7

WorldCat record  

José Saramago, one of the greatest Portuguese 

writers and a Nobel Prize for literature, talks to 

children about what it is like for him to write a 

story for them. Admitting to his own inability, 

he begins by saying that he never learned to 

write this kind of story. And yet he goes on... 

once upon a time there was a boy and a flower. 

And he tells a story about this boy who was able 

to make something much bigger than his own 

size. Well, I think this is what we all do, we just 

must trust hard and give it a try. Now read the 

story. Translated into Italian, French, Spanish, 

Bengali and Brazil

José Saramago coloca-se a si próprio como 

personagem do livro, como aquele que pretende 

contar a história e confessa a sua dificuldade 

em encontrar as palavras simples e certas para 

os olhos e ouvidos das crianças. E no entanto 

começa… era uma vez um rapaz e uma flor. E 

desta verdade cresce a história de um rapaz e da 

flor que ele salva, uma flor que se torna enorme 

e admirada por todos. A história de como o 

rapaz foi capaz de fazer uma coisa maior do que 

o seu tamanho. Mas isto é o que fazemos todos, 

basta acreditar. Ora leiam.

5 Sophia de Mello, Breyner Andresen • Sarah Affonso,ill.
A Menina Do Mar [The Little Girl from the Sea]
Porto Editora, 2021 • ISBN 978-972-0-72620-9

WorldCat record

Written in 1958 this tale is a Portuguese classic 

for children that keeps enchanting readers of all 

ages without losing actuality. It is a story about 

a boy that lives by the seashore and of a little girl 

that can breathe under water, like the fish, and 

also outside like every other kid. Their encounter 

is the beginning of a lot of discoveries. The girl 

is introduced to the things of the earth, such 

as the fire, the flowers, the wine, and the boy 

gets to meet crabs, octopuses, and a lot of 

other, wise and brave animals that live under 

the apparent solitude of the sea. But they also 

experience new feelings, the longing for each 

other and the wonder of being together. «Now 

your land is the Sea! » says the girl. Translated 

into Taiwanese, Mandarin, German, French, 

Danish and Spanish.

Escrito em 1958 este é um dos contos clássicos 

portugueses para a infância que foram lidos por 

muitas gerações. A história de um rapaz que 

vive perto da praia e de uma menina que mora 

no fundo mar, e do encontro entre os dois que é 

o princípio de tantas descobertas. Das coisas da 

terra, como o fogo, o vinho, a flor, e da vida do 

mar, tão intensa de habitantes sob a aparente 

solidão do oceano. Descoberta que é também 

de sentimentos e de como dois seres de mundos 

diferentes podem ser mais felizes juntos. E disse 

a Menina: «Agora a tua terra é o Mar!».

https://www.portoeditora.pt
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1285601711
https://www.portoeditora.pt
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1263276758?oclcNum=1263276758
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6 Pedro Seromenho
As Gravatas Do Meu Pai [My Father’s Ties]
As gravatas do meu pai • Paleta de Letras, 2014 • ISBN 978-989-99188-01

WorldCat author record

This is the story of a little boy who was in a 

hurry to grow up. He thought that if he wore 

one of his father’s ties he would become a 

tall important  gentleman! So he decided to 

try them one by one. His father had a great 

collection of ties, there were happy ties, lazy 

ties, passionate, adventurous or clumsy. There 

were ties for every mood or occasion, but none 

of them suited his purpose.

Esta é a história de um menino que tinha pressa 

de crescer. Ele achava que, se usasse uma das 

gravatas do seu pai, se tornaria num senhor alto 

e importante! Por isso resolveu experimentá-las 

uma a uma, fossem estas felizes, preguiçosas, 

apaixonadas, aventureiras ou despistadas. Mas 

nenhuma condizia com aquilo que sentia e 

nenhuma parecia servir o seu propósito.

7 Isabel Minhós Martins • Yara Kono, ill. 
A Manta: Uma HistóriaI Aos Quadradingos                                                                      
[The Blanket: A Small Square’s Story]
Planeta Tangerina, 2010 • ISBN 978-989-8145-22-2

Author profile

How many stories does a patchwork quilt hold? 

Grandma, who was very small and thin, always 

slept in a huge bed, covered by a blanket made 

of hundreds of little squares of different fabrics. 

Each one had its own story, one had belonged 

to one of her mother’s dresses, and other to an 

old tablecloth, one from a beach bag, or bought 

in a shop that had been closed for ages. Every 

time the blanket needed mending, a new small 

square of fabric was added and with it a new 

story started. The one of your old pyjamas, for 

example. Translated in French (Switzerland) and 

published in Brazil.	

Quantas histórias guarda uma manta de 

retalhos? A avó, que era muito pequena e 

magra, sempre dormiu numa cama enorme, 

coberta por uma manta feita de centenas 

de quadradinhos de tecidos diferentes. Cada 

um deles contava uma história, um tinha 

pertencido a um vestido da bisavó, outro a 

uma velha toalha de mesa, aquele ao saco 

de praia preferido da mãe, outro vinha de 

uma loja há muito fechada. Sempre que era 

preciso remendar a manta, punha-se um novo 

quadradinho de tecido que desfiava uma nova 

história. A do teu velho pijama, por exemplo.

https://paletadeletras.pt/produto/as-gravatas-do-meu-pai-copia/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Pedro+Seromenho&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille&audience=juv
https://www.planetatangerina.com/pt-pt/l/livros
https://www.planetatangerina.com/en/sobre/isabel-minhos-martins/
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8 José Jorge Letria • André Letria, ill. 
A Guerra [The War]
José Jorge Letria | Pato Lógico (pato-logico.com), 2018 • ISBN 978-989-99658-8-1

WorldCat record

Father José Jorge and son André have created 

many children’s books together. Nonsensical, 

tender, playful, with colour or words. This time 

there isn’t exactly a story, because ‘war has 

never been able to tell stories’. There is no light, 

no faces, no eyes, no mouths, not even in the 

animals. There are guns, spleen, shadows, dull 

dark tones, nobody has a name, it is never day. 

There is a chromatic monotony of anonymous 

living and dead bodies, and the unitary solitude 

of power, represented by a figure on a larger 

scale.  It’s like this because it has to be, they 

know it, the father and the son, they know 

that ‘war takes the brutal form of all fears.’ And 

they made this book so that no one conceals or 

forgets. Translated into French, Chinese, Polish, 

English, Italian. Published in Brazil.

O pai José Jorge Letria e o filho André Letria 

têm criado juntos muitos livros infantis. 

Disparatados, ternos, brincalhões, com mais 

ou menos cor ou palavras. Desta vez não há 

propriamente uma história, porque ‘a guerra 

nunca foi capaz de contar histórias’. Não há 

luz, há sombras, não há rostos, nem olhos, 

nem bocas, nem nos bichos. Há muitas armas, 

muito preto, fumo, ninguém tem nome, nunca 

é dia. Há uma monotonia cromática de corpos 

vivos e mortos, anónimos, e a solidão unitária 

do poder, representado por uma figura a uma 

escala maior.  É assim porque tem de ser, eles 

sabem disso, o pai e o filho, sabem que ‘a guerra 

toma a forma brutal de todos os medos.’ E 

fizeram este livro para que ninguém se esqueça. 

Traduzido para francês, chinês, polaco, inglês, 

italiano. Publicado no Brasil.

9 Catarina Sobral 
O meu Avô [My Grandfather]
Orfeu Negro, 2014 • ISBN 978-989-832-732-1

Worldcat record

My grandfather wakes up every day at 6 a.m. Dr. 

Sebastian wakes up at 7 a.m. They cross paths 

every day at the same time. My Grandfather 

used to own a watch shop. Now he has plenty 

of time. Dr. Sebastian is neither a watchmaker 

nor does he have time to waste. My Grandfather 

takes German lessons and Pilates classes. He 

writes (ridiculous) love letters and regularly has 

picnics on the grass. The most tender, distracted 

and busy grandfather around. Utterly devoted 

to life, to its small precious details, sipping tea 

with a friend or watering the garden, admiring 

a painting, reading a book. A grandfather who 

often forgets about time (great wisdom) but 

never misses the hour to pick up his grandson 

from school. Time flies when you are with this 

grandfather.  Translated into Italian, French, 

Swedish, Spanish, German, Hungarian, Polish, 

Ukrainian, Korean, Mandarin and Japanese. 

Published in Brazil.

“«O meu Avô acorda todos os dias às 6 da 

manhã. O Dr. Sebastião acorda às 7. Cruzam-

se todos os dias à mesma hora. O meu Avô já 

teve uma loja de relógios. Agora tem bastante 

tempo. O Dr. Sebastião não é relojoeiro nem 

tem tempo a perder. O meu Avô tem aulas de 

alemão e aulas de pilates. Escreve cartas de 

amor (ridículas) e faz regularmente piqueniques 

na relva.»O avô mais terno, distraído e ocupado 

que se prende às pessoas, à horta, a um livro 

ou uma pintura, que disfruta dos detalhes 

pequenos e saborosos, que se esquece do tempo 

(grande sabedoria) e que ainda consegue ir 

buscar o neto à escola. O tempo voa quando se 

está com este avô. “

https://www.pato-logico.com/en/publishing-house/authors/jose-jorge-letria
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Jos%C3%A9+Jorge+Letria&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille&audience=juv
https://www.orfeunegro.org
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3AO+meu+Av%C3%B4&author=Sobral%2C+Catarina
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10 Carmen Zita Ferreira • Paulo Galindro, ill. 
O Morcego  Bibliotecάrio  [The Librarian Bat]

WorldCat author record

Based on fact this story, besides information 

about the various species of bats and their 

habitat, is above all about the love for books 

and reading. It is known that bats, due to 

their ability to capture insects, ensure the 

preservation of books in some of the oldest 

and most relevant Portuguese libraries, such 

as the King John Library of Coimbra University 

or the library of Mafra Palace.  It is this reason 

that leads Franjinhas, the bat who is the 

protagonist of the narrative, to leave his family 

and community to succeed old Ferradura as 

librarian in the distant palace, thus continuing 

an illustrious lineage of librarian bats.

Tendo como pano de fundo um facto verídico 

esta história, além de informações sobre 

as diversas espécies de morcegos e do seu 

habitat, trata sobretudo do amor aos livros e 

à leitura. Sabe-se que os morcegos, pela sua 

habilidade em capturar insetos, asseguram a 

preservação dos livros de algumas das mais 

antigas e relevantes bibliotecas portuguesas, 

como a biblioteca joanina da Universidade de 

Coimbra ou a biblioteca do Palácio de Mafra.  É 

esta razão que leva Franjinhas, o morcego que é 

protagonista da narrativa, a deixar a sua família 

e comunidade para suceder ao velho Ferradura 

como bibliotecário no palácio distante, dando 

assim continuidade a uma ilustre linhagem de 

morcegos bibliotecários. 

Trinta por uma linha, 2016 • ISBN 978-989-8213-976

https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Carmen+Zita+Ferreira&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille&author=Ferreira%2C+Carmen+Zita
https://www.trintaporumalinha.com/


Books from
Qatar
Qatar has a lot to offer, with its rich Qatari Arabic heritage. Stories told by 
the elders were about to get lost, if it wasn’t for the help of Hamad bin Khalifa 
University Press, which was known before as Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation 
Publishing. Many of their works became Qatari classics. They were also 
translated to English. For example, Hamda and Fisaikra and Victory Over Abu 
Derya are retellings of old folk tales from the region which expose the rich 
Gulf heritage. They aim to bring children in the Arab world closer to books on 
relevant themes such as tolerance, unconditional love, and fun and to give 
the message that good pleasurable books and active child-friendly libraries 
should be accessible to each and every child in school.

Contact:  Asma Al-Maadheed
Freelance
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1 Kaltham Al Ghanem • May Al Mannai, ill. 
Hamda wa Fisaikra  [Hamda and Fisaikra]

Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation, 2011 • ISBN 9789992178881 (Arabic edition)                                                              
ISBN 9789992178874 (English Edition)

WorldCat record

Hamda is the Cinderella of the Gulf. The story 

takes place on the Gulf shores where Fisaikra, 

the fairy fish rescues poor Hamda from the 

wicked stepmother and brings her together 

with the charming Sheikh’s son. A tale that is 

living proof of the power of popular fairytales 

to reinvent themselves in different cultures. 

Told by Kaltham Al Ghanim whose work vastly 

covers areas of anthropological research in the 

Arabian Gulf, paired up with a Qatari illustrator. 

The book is available separately in English and 

Arabic.

لدى قطر الكثير لتقدمه، بتراثها العربي الغني، ولولا جهود مطبعة جامعة حمد بن خليفة، التي 
كانت تعُرف من قبل باسم دار بلومزبري للنشر بمؤسسة قطر، لضاعت الكثير من القصص التي 

كان يرويها كبار السن والمتواترة شفهيا عبر الأجيال. أصبح العديد من أعمال دار حمد بن خليفة 
للنشر كلاسيكيات قطرية، كما تمت ترجمتها إلى اللغة الإنجليزية، فعلى سبيل المثال، تعتبر “حمدة 

وفسيكرة” و”الانتصار على أبو دريا” من الروايات شعبية قديمة من المنطقة   التي تزيل الستار 
عن التراث الخليجي الغني، وتهدف إلى تقريب الأطفال في العالم العربي من الكتب التي تتناول 

مواضيع ذات صلة مثل التسامح، والحب غير المشروط، والمرح، وإعطاء رسالة مفادها أن الكتب 
الممتعة والمكتبات النشطة الصديقة للأطفال يجب أن تكون في متناول كل طفل في المدرسة.

حمدة هي سندريلا الخليج وتدور أحداث القصة على شواطئ 
الخليج حيث فسيكرة )السمكة الخيالية( تنقذ “حمدة” المسكينة 

من زوجة الأم الشريرة وتجمعها مع ابن الشيخ. هذه الحكاية هي 
دليل حي على قوة القصص الخيالية الشعبية في إعادة اكتشاف 

ذاتها في ثقافات مختلفة و القصة ترويها الباحثة كلثم الغانم التي 
لها عدة أعمال في مجال البحث الأنثروبولوجي في الخليج العربي، 
و رسومات الفنانة مي المناعي. الكتاب متوفر باللغتين الإنجليزية 

والعربية بشكل منفصل.

حمدة و فسيكرة  

mailto:almaadheed.a@gmail.com
https://hbkupress.com/en/book/hamda-and-fisaikra
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Hamda+wa+Fisaikra+&qt=error404_page&search=Search
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2 Mohamed Ali 
[Victory Over Abu Derya]

Hamad bin Khalifa University Press, 2012 • ISBN 9789992142240 (Arabic edition)                                                           
ISBN 9789992142233 (English Edition)

WorldCat record

A Gulf legend that lives on from one generation 

to another about the history of pearl diving 

where the pearl fleet returns from another 

hard season at sea, after a terrible defeat by 

the legendary guardian of the sea kingdom 

Abu Derya. Many ships and sailors have been 

lost; but when the grandmother of little Rashid 

has a dream in which her grandson’s hands are 

filled with pearls, the villagers vow to reverse 

their fortune. Down there, Abu Derya however 

is prepared to unleash his powers. The book is 

available separately in English and Arabic.

أسطورة خليجية تعيش من جيل إلى جيل حول تاريخ صيد اللؤلؤ، 
حيث يعود أسطول اللؤلؤ من موسم صعب آخر في البحر بعد 
هزيمة مروعة من قبل حارس مملكة البحر الأسطوري أبو دريا. 

فقُدت العديد من السفن و معها بحارتها؛ ولكن عندما تحلم جدة 
راشد الصغير بحلم تمتلئ فيه يداه باللآلئ، يصمم أهل القرية 

بتغيير مجرى الأمور للأفضل. هناك في أعماق البحار، يتعهد أبو 
دريا لإطلاق العنان لقدراته. الكتاب متوفر باللغتين الإنجليزية 

والعربية بشكل منفصل.

الانتصار على أبي دريا  

https://hbkupress.com/en/book/victory-over-abu-derya
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Victory+Over+Abu+Derya&qt=results_page


Romania
Books from

An initial list of the picture books was established by the coordinator. 
Afterwards, the proposition, supported by The National Romanian 
Association for Public Libraries (ANBPR), was submitted to librarians from 
the Children and Young Adults departments belonging to all Romanian public 
libraries via e-mail and to forums including School librarians. There was a 
large consultation for the Top 10 Title Picture Books Romania. Many responses 
from experienced librarians were collected and finally the ten picture books 
for Romania were chosen based on the co-operation of the librarians.

Coordonatorul a stabilit o listă inițială de 10 titluri, adaptând lista veche și 
ținând cont de noile evoluții editoriale și de interesele de lectură ale cititorilor 
tineri, de calitatea conținutului, valoarea literară și artistică a cărților și de 
impactul asupra publicului. Propunerea, susținută de conducerea Asociației 
naționale a bibliotecarilor și bibliotecilor publice din România (ANBPR), a 
fost trimisă bibliotecilor publice din România și pe grupurile profesionale 
ce includeau și bibliotecari școlari, prin e-mail. A fost inițiată o largă 
consultare cu bibliotecarii specializați din secțiile și bibliotecile pentru copii 
și adolescenți. Am primit răspunsuri de la bibliotecari experimentați și lista a 
fost completată prin cooperarea bibliotecarilor.

Contact:  Ruxandra Nazare
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1 Ion Creangă • George Roșu, ill. 
Ivan Turbincă [Ivan Turbincă]
https://vellant.ro/carte/ivan-turbinca-280432 , 2015 • ISBN 9786068642352

WorldCat record

After almost 140 years since the publication of 

the book, Ivan Turbincă fairy tale has returned 

with new illustrations, made by the gifted 

artist George Roșu, which gives the story an 

extra spark of irony and brings it closer to 

contemporary readers. After a life spent in the 

Russian army, Ivan Turbincă wanders through 

the world with two rubles in his pocket and 

with only time available. This is not the story 

of an ordinary retired man, a lot of adventures 

are told, with nights spent in haunted houses 

and parties thrown in the middle of Hell, heated 

debates with God, Saint Peter, with Death 

himself or with the Devil and his flock.

După aproape 140 de ani de la apariţia cărții, 

basmul lui Ivan Turbincă a revenit cu ilustrații 

noi, realizate de creativul artist George Roșu, 

care dau poveştii un plus de ironie şi o aduc 

mai aproape de cititorii de azi. După o viaţă 

petrecută în armata rusă, Ivan Turbincă pleacă 

în lume cu două ruble în buzunar şi cu timp 

la dispoziție. Aceasta nu este povestea unui 

pensionar obişnuit. Sunt relatate o sumedenie 

de aventuri cu nopţi petrecute în case bântuite 

şi petreceri date în mijlocul Iadului, cu discuţii 

aprinse cu Dumnezeu,, Sfântul Petru, cu 

Moartea însăşi sau cu Diavolul şi ceata lui.

National Romanian Association for Public Libraries

mailto:ruxi1971@gmail.com
https://vellant.ro/carte/ivan-turbinca-280432
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ivan+Turbincă&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+ap%3A%22creangă%2C+ion%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
http://www.anbpr.org.ro


2 Ioana Nicolaie • Mihail Marian, ill. 
Aventurile lui Arik [Arik’s Adventures]
Corint Junior, 2008 • ISBN 978-973-128-174

WorldCat record

It is the best and the most successful book for 

many years, written by a very gifted poet. Arik 

is a little hedgehog, who has a lot of adventures 

searching for his brothers and saving them 

from the smoky hornets. He fights against 

them helped by his best friend; a little mouse 

named Nasuri Cârne [Snub Noses]. He is also 

helped by a wise mole named Santa Cârţ and a 

horse fly, named Zum. The beauty of the lyrics, 

the exciting adventures, and the attractive 

illustrations, including a puzzle game, make the 

reading a real delight for children.

Cartea Aventurile lui Arik de Ioana Nicolae este 

unul dintre cele mai bune şi de succes volume 

ale ultimilor ani, scris de o poetă extrem de 

înzestrată. Arik este un micuţ arici, care are o 

groază de aventuri, în căutarea fraţilor lui pe 

care îi salvează de Viespile de fum, cele care au 

furat timpul. El luptă împotriva lor ajutat de cel 

mai bun prieten al lui, un şoricel numit Nasuri 

Cârne, precum şi de o înţeleaptă cârtiţă, Moş 

Cârţ şi de bondarul Zum. Frumuseţea versurilor, 

aventurile magice şi ilustraţiile atractive, 

precum şi jocul de puzzle inclus, fac lectura o 

reală bucurie pentru copii.

3 Matei Vișniec • Andra Bădulescu, ill. 
Omul de zăpadă care vroia să întâlnească soarele 
–  Le bonhomme de neige qui voulait rencontrer le soleil                                                                                      
[The Snowman Who Wanted to Meet the Sun]
Arthur (Grup editorial Art), 2016 • ISBN 9786067889932

WorldCat record

The Snowman likes to play with the children and 

gaze upon the stars. He also adores the smell 

of smoke coming out of the chimneys and the 

murmur of the forest. He has a lot of friends: 

rabbits, foxes, even a deer. But no one ever told 

him that the snow - of which he is made out of 

- would melt when spring comes. The adven-

tures of the Snowman on his way to the sun are 

a lesson about courage, friendship, generosity 

and empathy, told sensitively in prose and lyrics, 

in a Romanian French bilingual edition.

Omului de zăpadă îi place să se joace cu copiii și 

să privească stelele. La fel de mult îi plac mirosul 

de fum care iese pe hornuri și murmurul pădurii. 

Are o mulțime de prieteni: iepuri, vulpi, chiar 

și un cerb. Dar nimeni nu i-a spus niciodată că 

zăpada - din care este el făcut - se va topi odată 

cu venirea primăverii. Aventurile Omului de 

zăpadă în drumul său spre soare sunt o lecție 

despre curaj, prietenie, generozitate și empatie, 

povestite sensibil în proză și versuri, în ediție 

bilingvă româno-franceză, ilustrată sugestiv și 

aparte de Andra Bădulescu.
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https://www.edituracorint.ro/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Aventurile+lui+Arik+&qt=owc_search
https://www.editura-arthur.ro/info/carte/omul-de-zapada-care-voia-sa-intalneasca-soarele8f1?gclid=Cj0KCQjwt-6LBhDlARIsAIPRQcLs7W7xwYir3jKzgRG-Jj6owa2nk9ifgK9E0t4Q-DtPfKyGkX_oY0gaAnllEALw_wcB
https://www.worldcat.org/title/bonhomme-de-neige-qui-voulait-rencontrer-le-soleil-omul-de-zpad-care-voia-s-ntlneasc-soarele/oclc/991383087&referer=brief_results
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4 Lavinia Braniște • Andrei Măceșanu, ill. 
Rostogol merge acasă   [Rostogol Goes Home]
Arthur (Grup editorial Art), 2016 • ISBN 9786067880441

WorldCat record

After a long career, Mrs. Flavia, a kind-hearted 

stork, is waiting to retire. All her life she flew 

back and forth, delivering babies to their 

mothers. One more transport and the job could 

end: the piglet Rostogol (Tumble), the last of 

the eleven brothers delivered by her, but also the 

most difficult. In addition, she has now height 

sickness. Because of this she has to walk and 

everything gets more complicated: a fox and 

three ravens set their sights on little Rostogol 

(Tumble). The adventures of the piglet are 

written with sensitivity, humour and talent, 

winning the young readers and not only, at 

first sight. Lavinia Braniște won the Arthur 

Trophy at the Children’s Literature Manuscript 

Competition, starting a book series based 

on this character, after previously publishing 

poetry, prose and translations.

După o carieră îndelungată, doamna Flavia, 

o barză inimoasă, așteaptă să iasă la pensie. 

Toată viața a zburat de colo, colo ducându-i pe 

bebeluși la mama lor. Încă un transport și gata: 

porcușorul Rostogol, ultimul din cei unsprezece 

frați transportați de ea, e însă și cel mai greu. 

În plus, are rău de înălțime. Trebuie să meargă 

pe jos și totul se complică: un vulpoi și trei corbi 

au pus ochii pe micul Rostogol. Aventurile 

purcelușului sunt scrise cu sensibilitate, umor 

și talent, cucerind din prima publicul tânăr și nu 

numai. Lavinia Braniște a obținut Trofeul Arthur 

la concursul de manuscrise de literatură pentru 

copii și a inaugurat ciclul de cărți cu acest 

personaj, după ce înainte a publicat poezie, 

proză și traduceri. 

Adina Popescu - Search Results (worldcat.org)

5 Adina Popescu • Amalia Dulhan,ill. 
O istorie secretă a Țării Vampirilor, vol. 1 Cartea 
Pricoliciului, vol. 2 Cartea Fetiței Vampir                                                                                                                            
[A Secret History of Vampire Country, Volume 1: The Book of Pricolici, 
Volume 2: The Book of Vampire Little Girl]
Arthur (Grup editorial Art), 2018 • ISBN 9786067885088

Endowed with a rare sense of storytelling and 

lots of imagination, Adina Popescu details in 

her volumes stories about forgotten characters, 

destined to disappear if their stories are not 

told. The Book of Pricolici is the first volume 

of the fantasy trilogy called A Secret History 

of Vampire Country. Forgotten by everyone, 

Greuceanu, Pipăruş-Petru, Saint Wednesday, 

Ileana Cosânzeana or Tase the Dragon have 

a common, hard life. In Vampire Country, 

vampires are outlawed, emperors confuse 

the present with the past, and the president 

is frightened by a book with blank pages that 

threatens his future. In a world where Living 

Water is smuggled and there is no happiness 

until old age, Pricolici has forgotten who he is. 

Forced to leave his cave, he sets off and becomes 

involved in the stories of others - and eventually 

discovers that he cannot escape the End unless 

he understands the extent in which his story is 

intertwined with other tales.

Înzestrată cu un rar simț al povestirii și cu 

imaginație, Adina Popescu relatează în volumele 

sale povești cu personaje uitate, sortite 

să dispară dacă nu sunt povestite. Cartea 

Pricoliciului este cel dintâi volum al trilogiei 

fantastice O istorie secretă a Ţării Vampirilor.

Uitaţi de toată lumea, Greuceanu, Pipăruş-

Petru, Sfânta Miercuri, Ileana Cosânzeana sau 

Zmeul Tase au o viaţă banală. În Ţara Vampirilor, 

vampirii sunt scoşi în afara legii, Împăraţii 

confundă prezentul cu trecutul, iar Preşedintele 

e speriat de o carte cu pagini albe care-i 

ameninţă viitorul. Într-o lume în care se face 

contrabandă cu Apă Vie şi nu mai există fericire 

până la adânci bătrâneţi, Pricoliciul a uitat cine 

este. Nevoit să-şi părăsească grota, porneşte 

la drum şi ajunge să fie implicat în poveştile 

altora – iar în cele din urmă descoperă că nu 

poate scăpa de Sfârşit decât dacă înţelege în ce 

măsură se întreţese povestea lui cu alte basme.

https://www.editura-arthur.ro/info/recenzie/lavinia-braniste-rostogol-merge-acasa7?gclid=Cj0KCQjwt-6LBhDlARIsAIPRQcInEkc4EdjNffA_23ZLvGhOut88RY8YXAl4cWdnzc7PiMPiHroERZMaAoY1EALw_wcB
https://www.worldcat.org/title/rostogol-merge-acasa/oclc/1089886780&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Adina+Popescu&audience=juv&author=Popescu%2C+Adina
https://www.editura-arthur.ro/info/carte/omul-de-zapada-care-voia-sa-intalneasca-soarele8f1?gclid=Cj0KCQjwt-6LBhDlARIsAIPRQcLs7W7xwYir3jKzgRG-Jj6owa2nk9ifgK9E0t4Q-DtPfKyGkX_oY0gaAnllEALw_wcB
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7 Veronica D. Niculescu • Radu Răileanu,ill. 
O vară cu Isidor [A Summer With Isidor]
Polirom, 2017 • ISBN 978-973-46-6869-4

https://www.worldcat.org/title/1099294231

A 13-year-old girl from Bucharest decides to 

save the condor Isidor, the oldest tenant from 

Băneasa Zoo, after watching the news on TV 

about the death of a chimpanzee, the veteran 

of the zoo park until then. But what do you do 

when you manage to release a bird that can 

no longer fly? The girl brings the condor home, 

where she hides him for a while, and discovers 

fascinating things about him. Then the two 

run together to Sinaia. In the mountains, in 

a place that resembles the old house of the 

condor, she hopes to teach him to fly again 

and to really release him, while the connection 

between them becomes stronger. A story about 

friendship, freedom, and dreams.

O fetiță de 13 ani din București se hotărăște să-l 

salveze pe condorul Isidor, cel mai bătrîn locatar 

de la Zoo Băneasa, după ce vede la televizor 

știrea despre moartea cimpanzeului, veteranul 

de pînă atunci al grădinii. Dar ce te faci cînd 

reușești să eliberezi o pasăre care nu mai știe 

să zboare? Fetița aduce condorul acasă, unde îl 

ascunde o vreme, și descoperă lucruri fascinante 

despre el. Apoi cei doi fug împreună la Sinaia. La 

munte, în locul care seamănă cu casa de demult 

a condorului, ea speră să-l învețe să zboare 

din nou și să-l elibereze cu adevărat, în timp ce 

legătura dintre ei devine tot mai puternică. O 

poveste despre prietenie, libertate și visuri.

6 Alex Moldovan • József Vass, ill. 
Olguța și un bunic de milioane [Little Olga and a Grandpa of Millions]
Arthur (Grup editorial Art), 2016 • ISBN 9786067880458

https://www.worldcat.org/title/1353203979

Little Olga is a twelve-year-old girl like any 

other. However, she is not just anyone: she 

is rebellious, clumsy, impertinent, always in 

trouble, she doesn’t have many friends, and her 

family is so divided that she doesn’t recognise 

her aunt when she shows up at her door. No 

wonder that little Olga doesn’t like it at all 

when she has to spend a weekend with her 

aunt she just met. Moreover, Constantine, her 

grandfather, is so anxious to see her. He’s not 

going to accept a refusal. The book is a series 

of unexpected adventures, written with talent, 

love, understanding and psychological depth, 

having as a result a seductive text.

Olguţa e o puştoaică de doisprezece ani ca 

oricare alta. Totuși, nu este chiar o oricare: e 

rebelă, neîndemânatică, impertinentă, intră 

mereu în bucluc, nu prea are prieteni, iar familia 

ei e atât de dezbinată, încât nu-şi recunoaşte 

mătuşa când aceasta îşi face apariţia la uşă. Nu-i 

de mirare că Olguţei nu-i convine deloc când 

e nevoită să petreacă un weekend cu mătuşa 

pe care de-abia a cunoscut-o. Ba mai mult, 

Constantin, bunicul ei, ţine morţiş să o vadă. Şi 

nu are de gând să accepte un refuz. Cartea este 

un șir de aventuri neașteptate, scrise cu talent, 

dragoste, înțelegere și pătrundere psihologică, 

un text seducător. 

(third edition, 2021)

https://www.worldcat.org/title/vara-cu-isidor/oclc/1193196717&referer=brief_results
https://www.polirom.ro/carti/-/carte/6457
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1099294231
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Olguța+și+un+bunic+de+milioane+&qt=owc_search
https://www.editura-arthur.ro/info/carte/olguta-si-un-bunic-de-milioane-alex-moldovan-cartonat-2020-s
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1353203979
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9 Fodor Sándor • Lívia Rusz, ill. 
Csipike, az óriás törpe [Csipike, the Fierce Dwarf]
Pro-Print, 2007 • ISBN 978-973-8468-58-0

WorldCat record

Csipike is a nice dwarf, sometimes grumpy, but 

trusted, and always available for his friends 

and animals of the forest where he lives, being 

absolutely convinced that the fate of the forest 

depends entirely on him. His experiences are 

both funny and highly educational. Time after 

time, he becomes aware of his real role and 

starts to respect the others. Fodor Sandor’s 

book has won many fans among children by its 

fully imaginative characters and events. The 

illustrations also have a large contribution to its 

success.

Csipike este un pitic drăguţ, uneori ţâfnos, dar 

de încredere şi întotdeauna dispus să ajute 

pe prietenii lui şi animalele din pădurea unde 

trăieşte, fiind absolut convins că soarta pădurii 

depinde în întregime de el. În felul acesta el dă 

peste cap toată viaţa pădurii prin ordinele lui. 

În timp, el devine conştient de rolul său real 

şi învaţă să respecte pe alţii. Experienţele lui 

sunt pline de umor, dar şi educative. Cartea lui 

Fodor Sándor a câştigat mulţi fani printre copii 

prin personajele şi evenimentele ei pline de 

imaginaţie. Ilustraţiile au contribuit la succesul 

cărţii.

8 Victoria Pătrașcu • Cristiana Radu, ill. 
Ela cea fără de cuvinte [Ela, the Speechless]
Cartea copiilor, 2015 • ISBN 9786068544106

Worldcat record

Ela is a little girl who does not speak, but the 

whole world, along with all things and all words 

fuss around in her mind and soul. Arriving at 

school, she is rejected by her classmates, except 

for a little boy, who talks to her. Slowly, she 

gains courage and starts talking. A story about 

love, about the noise of today’s world, about 

tolerance, about the courage and acceptance 

to be different, about our inner worlds, rich and 

precious. It is a lesson about how words birth 

worlds, but they can also hurt. Written with 

empathy, having suggestive illustrations, it is a 

story about differences.

Ela este o fetiță care nu vorbește, dar toată 

lumea, toate lucrurile și cuvintele se răstoarnă în 

mintea și sufletul ei, ajungând să o atingă și să 

le înțeleagă cu blândețe, în felul ei. Ajungând la 

școală, este respinsă de colege, cu excepția unui 

băiețel, care îi vorbește. Ușor, ușor, prinde curaj 

și începe să vorbească. O poveste despre iubire, 

despre zgomotul lumii de azi, despre toleranță, 

despre curajul și împăcarea de a fi altfel, despre 

lumile noastre interioare, bogate și prețioase. 

Este o lecție despre felul în care cuvintele pot 

să nască lumi, dar pot și să rănească. Scrisă cu 

empatie, cu ilustrații sugestive, este o poveste 

despre diferență.

https://www.abelkiado.ro/ro/carte/720/csipike
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Csipike%2C+az+óriás+törpe&dblist=638&fq=ap%3A%22fodor%2C+sándor%22+%3e+fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
https://carteacopiilor.ro/acasa/68-ela-cea-fara-de-cuvinte.html
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ela+cea+fără+de+cuvinte+&qt=results_page


10 Ricarda Maria Terschak • Mihaela Tivada, ill. 
Die bunte Omi [The Funny Grandmother]
Hora, 2004 • ISBN 978-973-8226-92-0

WorldCat record

The book describes the imaginary travel 

around the world of six children along with 

their grandmother. Travelling and playing, 

children learn new things about people and 

their particular habits in different places of the 

world, going through a real educative and moral 

experience. The illustrations are very real and 

convincing, making reading a real pleasure.

Cartea descrie călătoria imaginară în jurul 

lumii a 6 copii însoţiţi de bunica lor. Călătorind 

şi jucându-se, copiii învaţă lucruri noi despre 

oameni şi obiceiurile lor particulare în diferite 

locuri ale lumii. Călătoria este o experienţă 

educativă şi morală, iar ilustraţiile contribuie ca 

lectura să fie o reală plăcere. 
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https://www.hora-verlag.ro/ro/category/carti-pentru-copii/page/2/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/bunte-omi/oclc/893742182?referer=di&ht=edition


Russia
Books from

Ten books presented by experts from the country’s leading children’s 
library (Russian State Children’s Library) reflecting the trends in the book 
choice of children and adults. Children’s book publishing is experiencing a 
Renaissance in modern Russia. It is difficult to choose only ten out of this 
abundance of beautiful books (classics and modern). Our experts selected 
books representing mainly contemporary authors and artists. These works 
are suitable for reading together, uniting generations. They provide an 
opportunity for communication, discussion, sharing memories. All these 
publications are also interesting in their design.

Десять книг, представленные экспертами ведущей детской библиотеки 
страны (Российская государственная детская библиотека) отражают 
тенденции выбора детей и взрослых. В настоящее время в России 
детское книгоиздание переживает подъем, в этом изобилии прекрасных 
книг (классики и современных) сложно выбрать лишь десять. Наши 
эксперты выбрали книги, представляющие, в основном, современных 
авторов и художников. Эти произведения подходят для совместного 
чтения, объединяющего поколения. Они дают возможность общения, 
обсуждения, воспоминаний. Все эти издания интересны также и по 
своему художественному оформлению.

Contact:  Olga Mezentseva
Russian State Children’s Library, Deputy Director
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1 Alexey Remizov • Vera Pavlova, ill.
Посолонь. Волшебная Россия : сборник сказок                                                                      
[With the Sun. Magic Russia: collection of fairy tales]
Nigma, 2019 • ISBN 978-5-4335-0696-1

WorldCat record

Under this cover the fantastic co-exists with the 

real, the joyful with the terrible, the living with 

the dead. First published in Moscow in 1907 the 

tales of Alexei Remizov are not outdated. You 

can learn a lot about ancient rituals and legends 

in the author’s interpretation of Slavic folklore. 

The book’s title means movement following the 

sun, so they danced in round dances in Ancient 

Russia. Amazing drawings by Vera Pavlova, in 

which Russian popular prints are organically 

combined with techniques of naive art and 

medieval book graphics.  In 2001 Vera Pavlova 

was awarded a plaque at the International 

Biennale of Illustration in Bratislava.

Под этой обложкой фантастическое 

соседствует с реальным, радостное со 

страшным, живое с мёртвым. Впервые книга 

была издана в Москве в 1907. Но сказки 

Алексея Ремизова ничуть не устарели. Из 

них можно многое узнать о древних обрядах 

и преданиях в авторской интерпретации 

славянского фольклора. Посолонь — 

движение «по солнцу», вслед за солнцем. Так 

водили хороводы в Древней Руси. Память 

об этом обряде сохранилась в орнаментах-

оберегах. А удивительные рисунки Веры 

Павловой, в которых органично соединяются 

русский лубок, приёмы наивного искусства и 

средневековой книжной графики позволяют 

наглядно и очень живо представить героев, 

живущих в книге. В 2001 году за иллюстрации 

к этой книге Вере Павловой была 

присуждена плакета (BIB Plaques), награда 

Международной биеннале иллюстрации в 

Братиславе. 

2 Alexandra Litvina • Anya Desnitskaya, ill.
Транссиб. Поезд отправляется! : книга основана на рассказах 76 
человек из 36 городов и посёлков

Samokat: Russian Railways, 2020 • ISBN 978-5-91759-838-3

WorldCat record

The Trans-Siberian railway is the longest railway 

in the world at 9,288.2 km long. Its historical 

name is the Great Siberian Way. The railway 

connects Moscow with the largest East Siberian 

and Far Eastern cities of Russia. The book is a 

journey through the vast spaces of the country. 

Varied information about history, flora and 

fauna, landscape and climate is adjacent to 

the stories of families living near the Trans-

Siberian stations. 76 respondents made their 

declarations of love to their native land and 

managed to convey this sympathetically to the 

readers of the book.

Транссиб — Транссибирская 

железнодорожная магистраль, самая 

длинная железная дорога в мире — 9 288,2 

км. Её историческое название — Великий 

Сибирский Путь. Транссиб соединяет Москву 

с крупнейшими восточносибирскими и 

дальневосточными городами России. А 

книга «Транссиб» — это путешествие по 

необъятным просторам нашей страны. 

Разнообразная информация об истории, 

флоре и фауне, ландшафте и климате 

соседствует с рассказами мальчиков и 

девочек, их мам и пап, живущих на станциях 

Транссиба. 76 респондентов сделали свои 

признания в любви родному краю и сумели 

передать эту симпатию читателям книги.

[Trans-Siberian. The Train Departs! : the book is based on the stories of 76 
people from 36 cities and towns]

https://www.nigmabook.ru/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/posolon-volshebnaia-rossiia/oclc/1126197807&referer=brief_results
https://samokatbook.ru/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/transsib-poezd-otpravliaetsia/oclc/1142376513&referer=brief_results
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3 Tanya Ukhova
Кузнечик  [The Grasshopper]
Samokat, 2019 • ISBN 978-5-91759-880-2

Worldcat record

This textless book speaks to us with chirps, 

buzzes, rustles with all the sounds and colours 

of the hot summer. Little Tanya explores the 

world around her: where the grasshopper 

galloped to, why did the shiny beetle fly there, 

what threatens the caterpillar if it meets 

businesslike ants. The natural world is not at 

all idyllic, the one who is stronger wins here, 

and watching insects is perhaps the gentlest 

way for a child to learn harsh, but unchanging 

laws. These discoveries are not easy, and that is 

the reason that the girl hardly smiles. The book 

can be read in silence, or you can come up with 

alternative endings to the stories based on the 

illustrations.

В книге нет ни одного слова, но она говорит 

с нами, стрекочет, жужжит, шелестит всеми 

звуками и красками горячего дачного лета. 

Маленькая Таня исследует мир вокруг: 

куда поскакал кузнечик, зачем прилетел 

блестящий жук, чем грозит гусенице 

встреча с деловитыми муравьями. Мир 

природы совсем не идиллический, здесь 

побеждает тот, кто сильнее, и наблюдение 

за насекомыми – пожалуй, самый щадящий 

путь для ребенка познать суровые, но 

неизменные законы. Открытия эти непросты, 

и недаром девочка почти не улыбается. 

Книгу можно рассматривать молча, а можно 

придумать на основе иллюстраций целые 

истории с альтернативными финалами.

4 Irina and Olga Ertakhanovs
Алтан-Хайша — Золотые ножницы : книга-перевёртыш на бурятском и 
русском языках

The resourceful daughter of the poor man 

Altan-Khaisha is a famous character in the 

mythology of the Buryats and Mongols. The 

scissors as a symbol of women’s work (like 

weapons for men) are often found in the burials 

of these peoples. The artists Irina and Olga 

Ertakhanovs illustrated the old fairy tale in a 

new way, building a continuous graphic plot 

almost three meters long. In their work, oriental 

drawing traditions are organically combined 

with cartoon techniques, creating unusually 

expressive, dynamic images. The book unfolds 

like a scroll in Chinese and Mongolian culture. 

In addition, it is also two-sided: on the one side, 

the text is in Russian, on the other, in Buryat.

Находчивая дочь бедняка Алтан-хайша 

— известный персонаж в мифологии 

бурят и монголов. А ножницы как символ 

женской работы (подобно оружию у 

мужчин) часто находят в захоронениях 

этих народов. Художницы Ирина и Ольга 

Ертахановы проиллюстрировали старую 

сказку по-новому, выстроив непрерывный 

графический сюжет почти в три метра 

длиной. В их творчестве восточные 

традиции рисунка органично сочетаются с 

приемами анимации, создавая необычайно 

выразительные, динамичные образы. 

Книга разворачивается, как популярный в 

китайской и монгольской культуре свиток; 

кроме этого, она еще и двусторонняя: с 

одной стороны — текст на русском языке, с 

другой — на бурятском.

[ Altan-Khaisha – the Golden Scissors: bilingual book in Buryat and Russian]
https://pero-print.ru/, 2018 • ISBN 978-5-00122-760-1

https://samokatbook.ru/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/kuznechik/oclc/1143829256&referer=brief_results
https://pero-print.ru/
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5 Andrey Usachev, Galina Dyadina • Julia Gukova, ill. 
12 сов  [12 owls]
Book House of Anastasia Orlova: Verb, 2020 • ISBN 978-5-6043455-1-1

WorldCat record

The book features a gallery of portraits of 

charismatic owls with amazing names that are 

main characters in different stories. Traveller 

and Superagent, Poetic Muse and Bomber, a 

stork, an alien, a night warehouse manager - are 

the roles that these owls take on. Love for these 

beautiful creatures unites adults and children. 

In the stories about owls, their activities 

and hobbies, each family member will find 

something close to oneself. Illustrations by Yulia 

Gukova are heartwarming, a bit mysterious 

– ideally complementing the text, giving the 

amusing “biographies” of the characters the 

depth and the poetry.

В книге представлена галерея портретов 

сказочных сов с удивительными именами и 

историями. Путешественница и суперагент, 

предрассветная муза и бомбардировщица, 

аистётушка, инопланетянка, ночной 

директор склада — любовь к этим 

прекрасным созданиям объединяет взрослых 

и детей, ведь в историях сов, их занятиях и 

увлечениях каждый член семьи найдет для 

себя что-то близкое. Иллюстрации Юлии 

Гуковой — трогательные, туманно-ночные 

— идеально дополняют текст, придавая 

забавным «биографиям» героинь глубину и 

поэтичность.

6 Anastasia Orlova • Igor Oleinikov, ill. 
Речка, речка, где твой дом? [River, river, where is your home?]
DETGIZ, 2014 • ISBN 978-5-8252-0493-6

WorldCat record

River, river, where is your home? – is a collection 

of poems for pre-schoolers, and is dedicated 

to the rivers of Russia. The poems are short, 

figurative, well-remembered. The rivers literally 

come to life on the pages of the book, acquire 

voices and faces. The poet writes about them 

as if about people, while the artist creates 

their portraits. Humanized rivers are dressed in 

national costumes and are endowed with bright 

characters. Illustrations with many interesting 

details occupy the spreads of the book, but the 

most important place in the book is given to 

poetry. The author explains in verse what the 

river source, channel, tributaries, banks and 

estuaries are. The illustrator Igor Oleinikov is 

the winner of Hans Christian Andersen Award 

(2018).

«Речка, речка, где твой дом?» — сборник 

стихов для дошкольников, но сборник 

непростой: он посвящён рекам нашей 

страны. Стихи короткие, образные, 

прекрасно запоминаются. Реки России 

буквально оживают на страницах книги, 

обретают голоса и лица. Поэт пишет о 

них, словно о людях, а художник создаёт 

их портреты. Люди-реки облачены в 

национальные костюмы и наделены 

яркими характерами. Сюжетные рисунки со 

множеством любопытных деталей занимают 

целые развороты, но почётное место в 

книге отведено стихам. Стихами же автор 

объясняет, что такое исток, русло, притоки, 

берега и устье. Художник этой книги Игорь 

Олейников — обладатель Золотой медали 

им. Х.К.Андерсена (2018).

https://vk.com/orlovabookhouse
https://www.worldcat.org/title/12-sov/oclc/1248597649&referer=brief_results
https://detgiz.spb.ru
https://www.worldcat.org/title/rechka-rechka-gde-tvoi-dom/oclc/1003210108&referer=brief_results
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7 Mikhail Yasnov • Tatiana Borisova, ill. 
Цирковая азбука  [Circus alphabet]
https://abcdesign.ru/, 2019 • ISBN 978-5-4330-0110-7

Light, playful or lyrical poems by Mikhail Yasnov 

are read with pleasure, remembered, and 

quoted by both children and adults. The poet 

masterfully works with the word, revealing 

and explaining to the child the concepts about 

the circus in the alphabetic order. Catchers, 

props, somersaults, arena - complex and 

incomprehensible words are explained in 

rhymed lines and bright illustrations. The circus 

is always a celebration and fun. The poet and 

artist managed to convey the atmosphere of 

the circus space. Mikhail Yasnov is the laureate 

of the Honorary Diploma of the International 

Board for Young People (IBBY) (2002).

Лёгкие, игровые или лиричные стихи 

Михаила Яснова с удовольствием 

читаются, запоминаются, цитируются 

и детьми, и взрослыми. Поэт мастерски 

владеет словом, раскрывая и поясняя 

ребенку в этой азбуке некоторые цирковые 

понятия. Ловиторы, реквизит, кульбит, 

манеж - сложные и непонятные слова 

поясняются в рифмованных строчках и ярких 

иллюстрациях. Цирк — это всегда праздник и 

веселье. Поэту и художнику удалось передать 

атмосферу циркового пространства. Михаил 

Яснов — обладатель Почётного диплома 

Международного Совета по детской книге 

(IBBY) (2002).

8 Lyudmila Ulanova • Daria Beklemesheva, ill. 
Вагонное приключение : сказка в стихах                                                                     
[Adventure in the Train Carriage: a story in verse]
Baobab, 2020 •ISBN 978-5-6043151-3-2 

A detective story for the little ones, written in 

poetry. The fun journey of the train from the 

city of Compote to the city of Cheeseborough is 

interrupted by the mysterious disappearance of 

the red and yellow carriage. The passengers of 

the train are a wide variety of animals. They are 

lost in clues and versions of the story. Pug the 

Detective, Railway Station Director the Bison 

and the Train manager the Python cannot get 

on the trail. This intricate matter ends up as 

a cautionary tale of friendship. Very beautiful 

illustrations are made using collage technique.

Детектив для самых маленьких, написанный 

стихами. Весёлое путешествие поезда 

из города Компот в город Сыроград 

прерывается таинственным исчезновением 

красно-жёлтого вагона. Пассажиры поезда — 

самые разнообразные животные, теряются в 

догадках. Сыщик-мопс, начальник станции 

бизон и начальник поезда питон не могут 

выйти на след. Это запутанное дело в 

конечном итоге оказывается поучительной 

историей о дружбе. Очень красивые 

иллюстрации выполнены в коллажной 

технике.

https://abcdesign.ru/
https://baobabkids.ru
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9 Elena Safonova
Река	 [River]
Albus Corvus, 2021 • ISBN 978-5-00114-216-4

WorldCat record

This is a set of two books in one folder with 

cut-out “windows”. The reader can step into 

the same river twice and see how the world 

changed in the 1930s – 1940s. This book about 

the river was invented and painted by Elena 

Safonova, student of the famous Russian 

artist K. Petrov-Vodkin. The silent book, like a 

topographic map in each double-spread tells the 

path of the river from the upper course, where it 

originates, to the lower reaches, where it flows 

into another river. The artist works interestingly 

with perspective, she brings distant objects 

closer to the viewer, making it possible to enjoy 

the details that are important for the narrative. 

The plots stem out of the pictures, they can be 

used to tell stories. Original edition 1935.

Комплект из двух книжек в одной 

папке с вырезанными окошками-

«иллюминаторами»: читатель может 

дважды «войти в одну реку» и увидеть, 

как менялся мир в 30–40-х годах 

прошлого столетия. Книжку-картинку 

про реку придумала и нарисовала Елена 

Сафонова, ученица известного русского 

художника К. Петрова-Водкина. Книга 

без слов, как топографическая карта, 

разворот за разворотом рассказывает 

путь реки от верховьев, где она берёт 

начало, до низовьев, где впадает в другую 

реку. Художница интересно работает с 

перспективой, далёкие предметы она 

приближает к зрителю, даёт рассмотреть 

важные для повествования детали. Картинки 

сюжетны, по ним можно рассказывать 

историю.

10 Anton Lomaev
Бом-бом-бом! : цирковая сказка  [Bom-bom-bom! : Circus tale]
Loreta, 2019 • ISBN 978-5-6042332-2-1 

This is the story of a little penguin who has 

just hatched from the egg and from a closed 

white space entered the strange, multicoloured 

and slightly magical world of the circus. Each 

spread of the book is a circus arena with bright 

decorations and funny performers. The author 

Anton Lomaev is one of the most popular 

modern illustrators whose books are much 

loved by both children and adults. Lomaev 

is the winner of the Golden Apple Award at 

the International Biennale of Illustration in 

Bratislava (2019).

Это история маленького пингвинёнка, 

который только что вылупился из яйца 

и из замкнутого белого пространства 

попал в странный, многоцветный и 

немного волшебный мир цирка. Каждый 

разворот книги — цирковая арена с яркими 

декорациями и веселыми артистами. Автор, 

Антон Ломаев, — один из популярных 

современных иллюстраторов, чьи книги 

любят и дети, и взрослые. Художник этой 

книги Антон Ломаев — обладатель Bratislava 

Golden Apple Award («Золотое яблоко»), 

награды Международной биеннале 

иллюстрации в Братиславе (2019).

http://albuscorvus.ru
https://www.worldcat.org/title/reka-knizhka-kartinka/oclc/22268728&referer=brief_results
https://loretaprint.vsite.biz


Serbia
Books from

My colleague who was previous coordinator and I announced the project for 
this 3rd edition with a call for voting on the internet via blogs, mailing list and 
Facebook group. The selected list of 10 titles was made by adding the votes 
from librarians in public libraries from all around Serbia.

Moja koleginica koja je bila koordinator za prethodno izdanje i ja objavili smo 
poziv za glasanje za izbor slikovnica za treće izdanje kataloga preko mejling 
lista i društvenih mreža. Odabrana lista sa 10 naslova nastala je sabiranjem 
glasova bibliotekara iz javnih biblioteka iz cele Srbije.

1 Branko Ćopić • Dušan Pavlić, ill. 
Ježeva kućica [The Hedgehog’s Home]
Kreativni centar, 2010 • ISBN 978-86-7781-278-2

WorldCat record

Perhaps the most famous and most popular 

children’s poem ever written in the Serbian 

language, the Hedgehog’s Home by Branko 

Ćopić still enchants readers of all generations 

with its magic lyrics. Ježurka Ježić, the title 

character, is a moody loner who loves his 

home more than anything else. The story of his 

adventures in the forest is a story of modesty, 

courage, shyness and wisdom.

Можда најпознатија и најпопуларнија поема 

за децу написана на српском језику, „Јежева 

кућица“ Бранка Ћопића својим магичним 

стиховима и даље подједнако очарава 

све генерације. Јежурка Јежић је ћудљиви 

усамљеник који више од свега воли свој 

дом, а прича о њему и његовим шумским 

догодовштинама је прича о скромности и 

храбрости, о стидљивости и мудрости.

Contact:  Mladen Majstorovic
Children’s Librarian, Pozega Public Library
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https://kreativnicentar.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ježeva+kućica+&qt=owc_search
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2 Dositej Obradović • Predrag Pedja Todorović, ill.
Izabrane basne [Selected Fables]
Zadužbina “Dositej Obradović”, 2011 • ISBN 978-86-87583-07-8

WorldCat record

At the beginning of his literary work, Dositej 

Obradović saw the great pedagogical 

significance of the fable. It is easy to read and 

even easier to understand, intended for all 

ages and levels of education. Her educational 

teachings, her simple and pictorial lessons 

speak most eloquently about the educational 

value and task of the fable as a short literary 

genre. Through them we easily distinguish 

good from evil, sincerity from cunning, we 

more easily recognise truth from lies. This is 

one of the books from the “”Selected Fables”” 

trilogy published by the “”Dositej Obradović”” 

Endowment. The heroes of the fable - deer and 

pigeons, rabbits and frogs, foxes and monkeys, 

eagles and owls - spring from the pen of the 

painter Predrag Todorović, who in a witty and 

imaginative way emphasises the virtue of the 

fable even more.

На почетку свог књижевног стваралаштва 

Доситеј Обрадовић је увидео велики 

педагошки значај басне. Она се лако 

чита и још лакше разуме, намењена свим 

узрастима и нивоима образовања. О 

васпитној вредности и задатку басне као 

кратке књижевне врсте најречитије говоре 

њена наравоученија, њене једноставне 

и сликовите поуке. Преко њих лако 

разликујемо добро од зла, искреност од 

лукавства, лакше препознајемо истину од 

лажи.

Ово је једна од књига из трилогије „Изабране 

басне“ које је објавила Задужбина „Доситеј 

Обрадовић“. Јунаци басана - јелени и 

голубови, зечеви и жабе, лисице и мајмуни, 

орлови и сове - извиру из пера сликара 

Предрага Тодоровића, који на духовит и 

маштовит начин сликом још више истиче 

врлину басне.

3 Dušan Pop Đurđev • Kosta Milovanović, ill. 
Mrnjavčevići [The Mrnjavcevics]
Pčelica, 2016 • ISBN 978-86-6089-617-1

In Serbia, the title that Pop Đurđev chose for 

his book could lead to misunderstandings 

because it carries the name of an important 

Serbian royal family from the 14th century. 

The book is only about Mrnjavčevićs in a witty, 

inter-textual sense, however. It is really about 

another family that likens itself to royalty: 

cats, stand at the centre of this rhymed text. In 

funny verse and imagery, Đurđev and illustrator 

Kosta Milovanović tell of the mishaps and 

turmoil of a love between a poor yellow cat and 

a classy black cat. Next to his authorial work, 

Pop Đurđev directs one of the most important 

children`s literary festivals in Serbia. Kosta 

Milovanović is known in his home country for 

his comic-like illustrations, which often have a 

touch of irony. Mrnjavčevići is a nice example 

of the new line coming from Pčelica publishing, 

which is publishing more and more children`s 

fiction.

У овој љубавној поеми упознаћете се са две 

мачке – жутим мачором и црном мачком. И 

мачке имају љубавне јаде! Да ли је у мачјем 

свету љубав слепа и како ће се ова љубавна 

прича завршити, сазнаћете ако прочитате 

ову поему Попа Ђурђева. А мачке ћете 

упознати и кроз необичне илустрације Kосте 

Миловановића.

Kњига Мрњавчевићи аутора Душана 

Поп Ђурђева, коју је илустровао Kоста 

Миловановић, постала је носилац 

ознаке White Ravens. То значи да је 

од стране стручњака из Међународне 

библиотеке за децу у Минхену, уврштена 

у Интернационални каталог у коме су 

заступљене препоручене књиге за децу на 38 

језика, из 56 земаља.	

Illustrator reference:  Contemporary Serbian Illustrators

https://dositejeva-zaduzbina.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/izabrane-basne/oclc/671239528&referer=brief_results
https://www.pcelica.rs/
file:///C:\Users\Annie\Dropbox\IFLA\Picture%20Book%20project\3rd%20edition\Country%20Lists\Edited%20CS\(PDF)%20Contemporary%20Serbian%20Children’s%20Book%20Illustrators%20|%20Senka%20Vlahovic%20-%20Academia.edu
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4 Svetlana Preradović • Nemanja Ristić,ill. 
Princ Nećko [Prince Nope]
IP Laguna, 2018 • ISBN 978-86-521-2963-8

WorldCat record 

The main character of this picture book is a 

boy from building No 65, whose favourite word 

is: “Nope“ / sentence is “I Don’t Want To“. His 

“nope“ was sometimes so loud, louder than the 

car sirens, dogs barking and murmurs in the 

nearby cafe. Fortunately, mum, dad and sister 

are there to discover the boy’s dislikes. Through 

a storytelling and observation game, this fun 

picture book will help children to express their 

feelings and encourage parents to talk about 

them with their little ones. Other than an 

interesting story and wonderful illustrations 

by Nemanja Ristić that the children will be 

mesmerized by, the book also contains several 

tasks at the end.

Главни јунак ове сликовнице је дечак из 

улаза 65 коме је омиљена реч: „Нећу!“  То 

његово нећу било је понекад толико гласно 

да се чуло боље од сирена аутомобила, 

лајања паса и жамора у оближњем кафићу. 

Срећом, ту су мама, тата и сестра да открију 

шта то дечаку није по вољи. Kроз причу и 

игру запажања ова забавна сликовница ће 

помоћи деци да искажу своја осећања и 

подстаћи родитеље да разговарају о њима 

са својим малишанима.  Осим занимљиве 

приче и дивних илустрација Немање Ристића 

које ће одушевити малишане, књига садржи 

и неколико задатака на крају.

5 Nikoleta Novak • Aleksa Jovanović, ill.  
Priče iz šume [Woodland Tales]
Pčelica, 2015 • ISBN 978-86-608-9567-9

WorldCat record

Woodland Tales is a series of educational 

stories that deal with the problems of growing 

up and offer some child-friendly solutions. 

Besides reading a story, children will learn lots 

of exciting things about the woodland and its 

animals. They will talk about each story with 

the Wise Owl, and at the end of every story, 

some puzzles wait to be completed. Multiple 

awarded title and translated to many languages 

- Croatian, Macedonian, Bulgarian, Turkish and 

Chinese.

Приче из шуме, ауторке Николете Новак 

и илустратора Алексе Јовановића, 

представљају едицију васпитно-образовних 

сликовница које децу информишу о 

занимљивостима из биљног и животињског 

света шуме, али их  и уче како да  се понашају 

у проблематичним животним ситуацијама. 

О свакој причи деца разговарају са 

мудром совом, а на крају могу да се забаве 

решавајући загонетке. Књига «»Приче 

из шуме»» добила је неколико награда, 

а преведена је на хрватски, македонски, 

бугарски, турски и кинески језик. 

https://www.laguna.rs/n3889_knjiga_princ_necko_laguna.html/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Princ+Nećko+&qt=owc_search
https://www.pcelica.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/price-iz-sume/oclc/1110672505&referer=brief_results
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6 Jasminka Petrović • Dobrosav Bob Živković, ill. 
Od čitanja se raste [Reading Makes You Grow]
Kreativni centar, 2016 • ISBN 978-86-7781-923-1

WorldCat record

Jasminka Petrović is the most award-winning 

author of children’s books in Serbia. She has 

written over 30 books and some of them have 

been translated into more than 20 languages. 

Reading makes you grow is a title intended 

to encourage and spark a love for reading in 

children who are about to start school. Tamara 

is a seven year-old girl who has just started 

school and is not keen on learning to read and 

write. With the help from unconventional 

characters such as an opossum, an old man in 

the park and the internet, the reluctant main 

character will discover the benefits of knowing 

how to read and write.

Jasminka Petrović je najnagrađivanija 

spisateljica knjiga za decu i mlade u Srbiji. 

Napisala je više od 30 knjiga, a neke od njih 

prevedene su na preko 20 jezika. Duhovita 

priča ”Od čitanja se raste”, koju je maestralno 

ilustrovao poznati illustrator Dobrosav Bob 

Živković, idealna je za podsticanje čitalačkog 

samopouzdanja i pravi je putokaz roditeljima 

na koji način da motivišu decu da uče i čitaju. 

Tamara ne ume da čita i piše, a već ide u prvi 

razred. Mama je očajna, tata se ljuti, ali nju baš 

briga za slova. Međutim, uz pomoć jednog deke, 

jednog oposuma, jedne Hajdi, plus interneta, 

Tamara je naučila da čita i piše.

7 Dejan Aleksić • Boris Kuzmanović, ill. 
Priča o dobroj metli [A Tale of a Good Broom]
Kreativni centar, 2010 • ISBN 978-86-7781-750-3

WorldCat - author record

Dejan Aleksić Is one of the most prominent 

names on the Serbian literary scene. He is a 

children’s books author as well as a poet, winner 

of the most prestigious awards in literature. 

A Tale of a Good Broom is a touching story 

emphasizing good values and true devotion 

with the elements of a fairy tale. A broom called 

Martha lives a peaceful life in a small town by 

the bakery. One day something unexpected 

happens which changes her life forever. 

Dejan Aleksić je jedan od najpoznatijih dečjih 

pisaca u Srbiji. Piše pesme, priče i pozorišne 

komade za decu. Dobitnik je velikog broja 

nagrada za dečju književnost. Glavna junakinja 

iz knjige ”Priča o dobroj metli” je metla Marta, 

koja je uživala u tome da čisti mrvice ispred 

radnje pekara Dimitrija. Međutim, život joj se 

potpuno promenio kad se uz nju uzverala jedna 

mačka. Uzbudljiv život metle Marte prikazan 

je na bajkovit i nežan način u tri kratke priče za 

podsticanje čitalačkog samopouzdanja. Ono što 

ovu knjigu, pored književnog kvaliteta, posebno 

izdvaja od drugih izdanja namenjenih istom 

uzrastu jesu zabavne i duhovite ilustracije Borisa 

Kuzmanovića.

https://kreativnicentar.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/od-citanja-se-raste/oclc/1104814856&referer=brief_results
https://kreativnicentar.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Dejan+Aleksić&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+fm%3Afic&qt=facet_fm%3A_content
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8 Dragana Mladenović • Boris Kuzmanović, ill. 
Dar-mar [Dar-mar]
Kreativni centar, 2019 • ISBN 978-86-529-0684-0

Dar-mar is a collection of poems with “mistakes”. 

These mistakes are made on purpose, the so-

called intruders. Searching for the intruders in 

each poem makes reading of this collection a 

complex adventure asking for attentiveness and 

dedication. Reading expands the vocabulary, 

broadens the horizons, and develops critical 

thinking. The author begins her book addressing 

the readers: “Read carefully, be critical, and 

do not believe the expectations. Expect to be 

tricked, do not let the poetry lull you to sleep.” 

The illustrator used the combined technique 

of drawings and collage. Dragana Mladenovic 

is a prominent new voice of the contemporary 

literary scene for children and youth. She has 

won the most prestigious awards in the recent 

years.

Dar-mar je knjiga u kojoj žive pesme s greškama, 

ali ne sa običnim greškama, već sa onim 

namernim – u svakoj pesmi neke reči su uljezi. 

Traganje za uljezima – izrazima koji ne pripadaju 

određenim skupovima reči – pretvara čitanje 

u zamršenu avanturu koja zahteva pažnju i 

posvećenost. Autorka Dragana Mladenović 

poručuje čitaocima: Čitajte pažljivo, budite 

kritični, ne verujte očekivanjima, očekujte da 

budete prevareni, ne dozvolite da vas poezija 

uspava. Ovu neobičnu knjigu za dugo čitanje, 

razmišljanje fantastično je ilustrovao Boris 

Кuzmanović, koristeći kombinovanu tehniku u 

kojoj preovladava prožimanje crteža i kolaža.	

 Author profile

9 Simeon Marinković • Dušan Pavlić, ill. 
Stilske igre 2 [Playing with Literary Styles Part 2]
Kreativni centar, 2016 • ISBN 978-86-529-0353-5

WorldCat - author record

After the great success and numerous awards 

of the first part of the book Playing with Literary 

Styles, the author and the illustrator were 

courageous enough to continue the journey and 

publish the second volume. Playing with Literary 

Styles II has over one hundred new variations 

of the famous Aesop’s fable The Fox and the 

Crow. Each variation is a unique experience and 

offers modern but also rare literary styles such 

as a wine song, a modern short story, a sonnet 

sequence, a Rap song, a blues song, a canzone, 

etc. This book is an invitation to all writers, 

illustrators, and readers to dive into the sea of 

imagination and creativity.

Nakon velikog uspeha prve knjige ”Stilske 

igre”, Simeon Marinković i Dušan Pavlić, autori 

ovog popularnog izdanja, krenuli su u nove 

stvaralačke avanture. U drugoj knjizi ”Stilske 

igre” čitaoci će se susresti s preko sto novih 

stilskih varijacija na temu basne Gavran i lisica. 

Tu su, između ostalih, šaljiva pesma, tugovanka, 

bećarac, vinska pesma, zdravica, modernistička 

priča, sonetni venac, kancona, rep, bluz… Ova 

knjiga je poziv svim piscima, ilustratorima i 

čitaocima da zarone u more mašte i stvaranja, 

jer je čitava sadržina ove knjige toliko razigrana 

da će u svakom razbuktati stvaralački nemir.

			 

https://kreativnicentar.rs/
https://www.lyrikline.org/en/authors/dragana-mladenovic
https://kreativnicentar.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Simeon+Marinković&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+ap%3A%22marinković%2C+simeon%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
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10 David Albahari et all • Siniša Banović, ill. 
Srpske narodne bajke za decu XXI veka                                                                      
[Serbian Folk Tales for Children of the XXI Century]
Čarobna knjiga, 2018 • ISBN 978-86-7702-255-6

WorldCat record

Sprung out from the All-Slavic pagan tradition, 

marked by the early adoption of Orthodox 

Christianity and subsequent centuries under 

Turkish Ottoman rule, Serbian folk tales present 

a unique mix of pagan, Christian, Muslim, 

and oriental elements which were ceaselessly 

added and adapted into the cultural bedrock 

of their 1500 years long history. This edition, 

aimed at modern-day children, continues this 

tradition of adaptation, and introduces values 

and legacies of the modern world into the 

well-known heritage of folklore and combines 

the ancient with the current, the modern with 

the traditional, building in such a way a bridge 

between the past and the future.

Iznikle iz sveslovenske paganske tradicije, 

obeležene ranim usvajanjem pravoslavlja i 

potonjim vekovima Osmanske vlasti, srpske 

bajke predstavljaju jedinstvenu mešavinu 

paganskih, hrišćanskih, muslimanskih i 

orijentalnih elemenata koji su neprekidno 

dodavani i adaptirani tokom istorije duge 

1500 godina. Ovo izdanje bajki, namenjeno 

savremenoj deci, nastavlja ovu tradiciju 

adaptacije i ugrađuje vrednosti i tekovine 

savremenog društva u okvir dobro poznate 

folklorne baštine kombinujući drevno i 

savremeno, moderno i tradicionalno, i praveći 

na taj način most između prošlosti i budućnosti.

https://carobnaknjiga.rs/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ježeva+kućica&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience


Singapore
Books from

We looked at selecting books that feature Singapore and/or its diverse 
culture, with universal values such as friendship, love, and family, that are 
of good quality in writing and illustrations, children’s perennial favourites 
and those that have received awards.  We worked with a librarian from the 
Collection Planning & Development team who selects children’s books for the 
public libraries in Singapore to develop the updated selection of picture books 
from Singapore for World Through Picture Books 3rd edition.

1 Tan Soon Meng • Ann Gee, ill.
Pura the Cat
Marshall Cavendish Children, 2013 • ISBN 9789814398237

Pura, the cat | WorldCat.org

Pura lives a carefree life at Singapore’s 

Boat Quay with the other strays. One day, 

he finds out he is a “Singapura” – a unique 

and extremely valuable breed of cat. Pura’s 

newfound popularity leads him to neglect his 

friends – until he is captured by a group of cat 

enthusiasts!

Can Pura possibly escape and find a chance to 

make amends? This simple but charming story 

will teach young children about the value of 

friendship and being a true friend to those in 

need.

Contact:  Heng Huey Bin 
National Library Board Head of Teen Services Singapore

IFLA Section Children’s and Young Adult Committee

2 Fleur Vella-Chang
Mabel Moves to Singapore
Gus Books, 2017 • ISBN 9789811150937

WorldCat record

When Mabel the penguin and her family are 

forced to move to a brand-new country, she 

worries about missing the other penguins and 

the icy-cold climate in Antarctica. Little by little 

though, Mabel learns to adjust to her new 

surroundings and make new friends.	

Follow Mabel in a brightly-illustrated adventure 

through the diverse sights and sounds of 

Singapore – and learn more about her tropical 

island home in the process!				  
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https://www.marshallcavendish.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/806164662
mailto:Heng_Huey_Bin@nlb.gov.sg
https://www.worldcat.org/title/mabel-moves-to-singapore/oclc/1013857321&referer=brief_results


3 Sim Ee Waun and Joyceline See Tully • Diane Ng Rose, ill. 
The Little Singapore Book
Pepper Dog Press Pte Ltd, 2015 • ISBN 9789810976248

WorldCat

“Once upon a time, there was a little island 

called Singapura…” So begins this abridged 

account of Singapore’s history, from a mystical 

kingdom almost 700 years ago to a modern 

city today. Vivid illustrations bring readers 

on a visual journey through the evolution of 

Singapore and its people, while the simple yet 

engaging narrative includes bite-sized trivia and 

links to external resources.

Additional games and activities provided 

after each chapter help extend the learning 

experience beyond the book. A great 

introduction to the story of Singapore for young 

readers.					   
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4 Evelyn Sue Wong • Dhanendra Poedjono, ill. 
Just a Little Mynah
Epigram Books, 2020 • ISBN  9789814901413

WorldCat record

Little Mynah has many friends in the park where 

she lives. However, she is sad that she isn’t as 

beautiful or impressive looking as the other 

birds. But when Heron gets into trouble and 

none of the others can help, it is up to Little 

Mynah to save the day!

This multilingual picture book introduces 

readers to simple words and phrases in 

Singapore’s 4 official languages and reminds us 

that even the smallest and most ordinary of us 

can sometimes do great things.

5 Chew Chia Shao Wei • Anngee Neo. Ill. 
The Rock and the Bird
Epigram Books, 2013 • ISBN 9789810755553

WorldCat record

An old rock lives peacefully by the sea for many 

years, until a young and noisy bird chances upon 

it one day. What follows is a remarkable tale of 

unlikely friendship, grief, and reflection upon life 

and mortality. Author Chew Chia Shao Wei was 

only fourteen when she wrote this story, which 

won first prize in the Royal Commonwealth 

Society Essay Competition 2009.

Described as “a timeless fable…unexpected, 

original, and enthralling from start to finish”, 

this stellar work also received the 2015 Hedwig 

Anuar Children’s Book Award and Best Young 

Adult Title for Singapore Book Awards in 2016.

https://pepperdogpress.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/little-singapore-book/oclc/1035948787&referer=brief_results
https://www.epigram.sg/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/just-a-little-mynah/oclc/1176437500&referer=brief_results
https://www.epigram.sg/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/rock-and-the-bird/oclc/844600979&referer=brief_results
https://www.bookcouncil.sg/awards/other-children-s-book-awards/hedwig-anuar-children-s-book-award-haba
https://www.bookcouncil.sg/awards/other-children-s-book-awards/hedwig-anuar-children-s-book-award-haba
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6 Lorraine Tan • Eric Wong, ill.
Karung Guni Boy
Epigram Books, 2016 • ISBN 789814615839

Worldcat record

Ming is an aspiring inventor with one problem: 

he doesn’t have the money for his inventions! 

After watching his local Karung Guni (rag-and-

bone) man in action, Ming decides he will do the 

same and collect other people’s unwanted items 

for his own use. But what can he possibly create 

with all these odds and ends?

This tale of innovation and perseverance will 

show readers that even old objects can find 

a new lease of life, if we let our imaginations 

soar. In addition to delightful mixed-media 

illustrations featuring recyclable materials, the 

book also includes a short explanation about 

the Karung Guni trade in Singapore. 

7 Linda Locke and James Wolf • Muhd Noh Arjuna, ill. 
Agnes and Her Amazing Orchid: How Vanda Miss Joaquim Became 
Singapore’s National Flower	
Epigram Books, 2018 • ISBN 9789814757423

Worldcat record

In 19th century Singapore, a young woman’s 

passion for horticulture fuels her determination 

to develop a new hybrid orchid that would 

eventually be recognised around the world and 

selected as the National Flower of Singapore. 

This inspiring tale of Agnes Joaquim and her 

creation, the Vanda Miss Joaquim, was co-

written by her great-grandniece and introduces 

readers to an interesting piece of Singaporean 

heritage.

With its attractive illustrations of scenes from 

past and present Singapore, it’s no surprise 

the title was also shortlisted for Best Children’s 

Picture Book at the 2019 Singapore Book 

Awards.

8 Gwen Lee • twisstii, ill. 	  
Jack and Jill at Bukit Timah Hill
Epigram Books, 2015 • ISBN 9789814615853

Worldcat record

Popular children’s rhymes such as “Jack and 

Jill” and “Mary Had a Little Lamb” are given 

a Singaporean spin in this light-hearted 

collection. Featuring tourist attractions such 

as Singapore’s Night Safari and the titular Bukit 

Timah Hill, street food like kueh tutu and ice 

kachang, and even a dash of local mythology, 

readers will enjoy this unusual take on the 

classic nursery rhymes while learning more 

about Singapore’s culture and history in the 

process.			                                         

Back matter includes lyrics to the original 

rhymes, as well as further information on the 

Singaporean elements featured in each poem.

https://www.epigram.sg/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Karung+Guni+Boy+&qt=owc_search
https://www.epigram.sg/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Agnes+and+Her+Amazing+Orchid&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
https://www.epigram.sg/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Jack+and+Jill+at+Bukit+Timah+Hill+&qt=results_page
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9 Quek Hong Shin
The Brilliant Oil Lamp
Epigram Books, 2019 • ISBN 9789814845267

Worldcat record

After Asha and her family move to a new 

apartment, one of the first things they do is 

to light their oil lamp, or diya, in their new 

home. When an unexpected power cut causes 

everyone’s lights to go out, Asha comes to 

realise that her family’s humble oil lamp can 

play a big part in spreading light and joy to 

others.

This charming picture book is part of an award-

winning series celebrating Singapore’s multi-

racial and multi-cultural heritage and teaches 

children that friendships and community can be 

found no matter who you are or where you live.

10 Raymond Tan • Joey Ng Kai Woon, ill.
Little Wayang Kid
Brainchild Pictures, 2014 • ISBN 9789810911256

WorldCat record

Raja is an active boy with too much energy to 

spare. When his parents suggest he take up a 

sport, Raja decides on Chinese Opera, much to 

his mother’s initial dismay. Can Raja convince 

her and everyone else that he can be successful 

in his craft? This heart-warming story of a young 

boy’s determination to succeed despite the odds 

was adapted from a short film by Raymond Tan 

and is told in English and Mandarin.

Two more bilingual versions in Singapore’s other 

official languages, Malay, and Tamil, have also 

been published.

https://www.epigram.sg/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/brilliant-oil-lamp/oclc/1091604700&referer=brief_results
http://www.brainchildpictures.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Little+Wayang+Kid&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+fm%3Afic&qt=facet_fm%3A_content


Slovenia
Books from

The following ten picture books were selected by the Ljubljana City Library 
(Pionirska—Centre for Youth Literature and Librarianship), and the Slovenian 
Section of IBBY. The selection includes modern classics—diverse works by the 
best Slovenian authors and illustrators who manage to capture the imagination 
of different generations of readers with their narrative power and exceptional 
illustrations, thus helping to shape the place and image of Slovenian picture books 
at home and abroad. However, the selection also includes younger authors who left 
a very strong impression with their debut works. All presented picture books are 
popular among (young) readers and critics alike and received the main Slovenian 
awards and prizes for children’s and youth literature; also, they all received the 
Golden Pear quality mark and some even the Golden Pear Award, both given by the 
Ljubljana City Library (Pionirska–Centre for Youth Literature and Librarianship). 

They were featured in the annual  Manual for Reading Quality Youth Books, 
published by the Ljubljana City Library (Pionirska); presentations of the books 
below are adapted from the Manual. The picture books also received international 
acclaim: their authors and/or illustrators were nominated for international awards 
(Hans Christian Andersen Award and ALMA-Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award), and 
some were included on the international lists of best children’s and YA books such 
as the IBBY Honour list, the White Ravens, the Silent Books Honour List from the 
Lampedusa library, etc. With the selection of the best Slovenian picture books, we 
wish to draw attention to a high level of creativity in Slovenian children’s books 
which can enrich the international children’s books arena with its originality and 
universality. The publication date listed is always the date of the first print.

Pričujočih deset slikanic sta izbrali  Mestna knjižnica Ljubljana, Pionirska -  center 
za mladinsko književnost in knjižničarstvo,  in Slovenska sekcija IBBY.  Izbor 
prinaša sodobne klasike: raznolika dela najboljših sodobnih slovenskih avtorjev in 
ilustratorjev, ki s svojo pripovedno močjo in z izjemno likovno podobo nagovarjajo 
različne generacije bralcev in bistveno sooblikujejo mesto in podobo slovenske 
slikanice doma in po svetu, med njimi pa najdemo tudi mlajše avtorje, ki so nas 
osupnili že s svojimi prvenci. Vse izbrane slikanice so priljubljene med (mladimi) 
bralci in kritiki, so prejemnice osrednjih slovenskih nagrad in priznanj na področju 
mladinske književnosti; vse so tudi prejemnice znaka kakovosti zlata hruška, 
nekatere med njimi tudi priznanj zlata hruška, kar oboje podeljuje MKL, Pionirska. 
Predstavljene so tudi v Priročnikih za branje kakovostnih mladinskih knjig (izdaja 
jih MKL, Pionirska), po katerih povzemamo tudi pričujoče predstavitve. Njihov 
glas se sliši tudi v mednarodnem prostoru: njihovi ustvarjalci so kandidati za 
mednarodne književne nagrade (Hans Christian Andersen Award in ALMA), 
nekatere izmed izbranih slikanic pa najdemo na mednarodnih seznamih 
najkakovostnejših knjig za otroke: na  IBBY častni listi, med Belimi vranami, na 
častni listi slikanic brez besedila iz knjižnice na Lampedusi idr. Z izborom najbolj 
kakovostnih slikanic želimo opozoriti na vrhunsko slovensko ustvarjalnost na tem 
področju, ki zmore mednarodni prostor mladinske književnosti obogatiti s svojo 
originalnostjo in univerzalnostjo. Navajamo letnice prvih izdaj omenjenih slikanic. 

Contact:  darja.lavrencic-vrabec@mklj.si      pionirska@mklj.si  
(Pionirska–Centre for Youth Literature and Librarianship),

Slovenian Section of IBBY
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1 Marta Bartolj 
Kje si? [Every Little Kindness]

This debut picture book written by Marta 

Bartolj (1979) tells the universal story of our 

interconnectedness. This wordless picture book 

portrays a series of good deeds made by random 

people who are unaware of the fact that they 

are, in fact, engaged in a search for a lost dog 

with a successful ending.  The richly detailed 

illustrations reveal plenty of substantive details 

and are characterized by a clean, harmonious 

color combination with a sepia effect, livened 

up by vividly red details. They invite careful 

observers to tell the story again and again while 

thinking of the importance of the little and big 

traces we leave in the lives of others.

Prvenec Marte Bartolj (1979) pripoveduje 

univerzalno zgodbo o naši medsebojni 

povezanosti. V slikanici brez besedila bralec 

spremlja niz dobrih del, ki si jih poklanjajo 

naključni posamezniki, ne vedoč, da pravzaprav 

sodelujejo v nazadnje uspešno zaključeni iskalni 

akciji izgubljenega kužka. Bogate, vsebinskih 

podrobnosti polne ilustracije, ki jih odlikuje 

izčiščena in ubrana barvna kombinacija s sepia 

učinkom, poživljajo pa najrazličnejši živahni 

rdeči detajli, pozorne opazovalce vabijo k vedno 

novim upovedovanjem zgodbe in razmislekom o 

pomenu drobnih in velikih sledi, ki jih puščamo v 

življenju drugih.

2 Maja Kastelic 
Deček in hiša [A Boy and a House]
Mladinska knjiga, 2015 • ISBN 9789610135272  

WorldCat record 

Maja Kastelic (1981) has an exceptional feeling 

for space, which leads the reader into an illusion 

of reality. In this wordless picture book, a boy 

follows a cat into a mysterious house. In each 

room he finds scraps of paper with illustrations 

on them while the cat leads him further and 

further. Right at the top of the house, he finds 

a girl who is drawing. The stunning illustrations 

with a great deal of detail will prompt children 

to describe, make up stories about the book, 

ask questions, and simply enjoy the fantastic 

imagery. The play of light and shadow with 

stylized figures of a child creates a dramatic 

dialogue between the real and imaginary 

worlds.

Maja Kastelic (1981) ima izjemen občutek za 

prostor, ki bralca pripelje v iluzijo realnosti. 

V tej slikanici brez besedila deček sledi muci 

v skrivnostno hišo. V vsaki sobi najde koščke 

papirja z risbicami in muca ga vabi, naj gre 

še dlje. Na vrhu hiše je deklica, ki riše risbice. 

V slikanici je veliko podrobnosti, ki jih bodo 

otroci opisovali, sestavljali zgodbe, postavljali 

vprašanja in preprosto uživali v čudovitih 

podobah. Igra svetlobe in sence s stiliziranimi 

figurami otroka ustvarja dramatičen dialog med 

resničnim in namišljenim svetom.

https://www.miszalozba.com/en/, 2018 • ISBN 978961272282

WorldCat author record 

https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=De%C4%8Dek+in+hi%C5%A1a+
https://www.miszalozba.com/en/
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3 Ida Mlakar Črnič • Peter Škerl, ill. 
Tu blizu živi deklica [Close to Here]
https://www.sodobnost.com/foreign-rights-2/, 2019 • ISBN 9789617047226 

WorldCat record

The renowned author Ida Mlakar Črnič (1956) 

and celebrated illustrator Peter Škerl (1973) 

subtly tell the story of disappearing in twelve 

parts. From January to December, we see twelve 

stations where the title girl leaves her non-

belongings: beauty, riches, home, friendship, 

name, voice, visibility, body, history, memory, 

and finally existence. At the last station of this 

route of denial, the author directly confronts the 

reader: someone disappeared “who is like you 

and me”. This hauntingly powerful combination 

of text and illustrations tells the story without 

sentimentality. Also, without hope? No. The 

critical tone affirms hope which also radiates 

through the colorful splashes of striking 

watercolor illustrations until it is finally worded 

as a graffiti on the wall: we’re here, we’re yours.

Vrhunska ustvarjalca Ida Mlakar Črnič (1956) 

in Peter Škerl (1973) tenkočutno upovedujeta 

pripoved o izginjanju v dvanajstih delih. Od 

januarja do decembra se zvrstijo postaje, na 

katerih deklica iz naslova odlaga svoja ne-

imetja: lepoto, bogastvo, dom, prijateljstvo, 

ime, glas, vidnost, telo, zgodovino, spomin 

in nazadnje obstoj. Na zadnji postaji tega 

zanikovalnega póta se avtorica neposredno 

sreča z bralcem: izginil je nekdo, »takšen, kot 

sva ti in jaz«. V pretresljivo celoto spletena 

izpovedna moč pisateljice in ilustratorja je brez 

sentimentalnega okrasja. Brez upanja? Ne. 

Sama kritičnost besedila je že afirmacija upanja. 

Upanje seva tudi skozi barvne meglice čudovitih 

akvarelov in se končno izriše kot grafit na zidu: 

tukaj smo, vaši smo.

4 Andreja Peklar 
Luna in jaz [Moon and me]
https://www.sodobnost.com/foreign-rights-2/, 2019 • ISBN 9789617047165

Worldcat author record

This book written by the illustrator Andreja 

Peklar (1962) tells the story about the Moon, 

the Earth’s companion. This playful book is set 

in dark velvety nights, inviting us to follow the 

games played by a girl and her silver friend, the 

Moon, with rhythmic intensity of a lullaby. The 

interplay of words and illustrations also solves 

some skyward puzzles: what are the full moon 

and the new moon, the crescent moon and 

the waning moon? But playing with the Moon 

is unlike playing with other toys—all living 

beings, including man, are dependent on the 

cycles of Earth’s satellite in one way or another. 

The picture book therefore also teaches, but it 

primarily encourages readers to wonder and 

provides exceptional esthetic pleasure with its 

magical story.

Avtorska slikanica ilustratorke Andreje Peklar 

(1962) govori o Zemljini spremljevalki Luni. V 

obliki igralne knjige pogrinja temni žamet noči 

in nas v ritmu uspavanke vabi k igri deklice in 

njene srebrne prijateljice lune, a z igro besed in 

podob hkrati tudi razvozlava uganko na nebu: 

kaj so ščip in mlaj, prvi in zadnji krajec, Luna 

in Mesec. Igra z luno ni kakor igra s katero 

koli igračo; s ciklusom Zemljinega naravnega 

satelita so namreč tako ali drugače povezana 

vsa živa bitja, tudi človek. Slikanica torej igraje 

tudi poučuje, toda s svojo čarobnostjo predvsem 

spodbuja čudenje in nudi izjemen estetski 

užitek.

https://www.sodobnost.com/foreign-rights-2/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Tu+blizu+%C5%BEivi+deklica+
https://www.sodobnost.com/foreign-rights-2/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Andreja+Peklar&audience=juv
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5 Lila Prap (Lilijana Praprotnik Zupančič) 
Zakaj?  [Why?]
 Mladinska knjiga, 2002 • ISBN 9788611162829 

WorldCat record

Lila Prap (Lilijana Praprotnik Zupančič, 1955) is 

one of the most popular and internationally 

renowned Slovenian picture book authors. 

Why? is the first one in a series of picture 

books which use the same clear and dynamic 

concept to pose questions about animals so 

that readers can learn more about them. The 

answers to the questions are first silly, fueling 

children’s imagination, followed by a concise 

explanation. The characters are drawn in a 

recognizable style, the illustrations are flat 

and seemingly simple with a strong sense 

of softness, familiarity and playfulness. The 

book is a wonderful combination of providing 

information and entertaining, being serious and 

wonderfully lively at the same time. It focuses 

on preschoolers and children starting to read 

and is also ideal for family reading.

Lila Prap (Lilijana Praprotnik Zupančič, 1955) 

je med najbolj priljubljenimi slovenskimi 

ustvarjalkami slikanic, priznana tudi v 

mednarodnem prostoru.  Zakaj? je prva v nizu 

slikanic, ki po enakem - dognanem, ravno prav 

dinamičnem - konceptu sprašujejo po živalih 

in jih na ta način predstavljajo. Odgovori so 

najprej šaljivi in spodbujajo otrokovo domišljijo, 

nato sledi poučna razlaga. Liki so prepoznavno 

izdelani in živahni, ilustracija je ploskovita, 

na videz enostavna, daje občutek mehkobe, 

domačnosti in otroškosti. Gre za domišljeno 

kombinacijo med informativnim in zabavnim, 

resnim in barvitim, osredinjeno na otroka v 

predšolskem in zgodnjem bralnem obdobju, tudi 

zelo spodbudno za družinsko branje. 

6 Andrej Rozman Roza • Zvonko Čoh, ill. 
Urška  [The Water Man] 
Mladinska knjiga, 2010 • ISBN  9789610112921 

WorldCat record

Andrej Rozman Roza (1955) retells the famous 

Slovenian ballad The Water Man by the most 

celebrated Slovenian poet France Prešeren (1800-

1849). The book centers around the present-day 

snob Urška and has now become almost as 

famous as the original version. The author gives 

a full-blown report of teenage Urška’s encounter 

with an unnamed biker which tragically ends 

in the river. With humorous, juicy language 

and slang, the author transforms the tragic 

atmosphere into comical, thus transcending 

stereotypes about typical female and male 

character traits. The illustrator provides a 

“camera” to report the lively action and captures 

every fleeting detail.

Andrej Rozman Roza (1955) je prepesnil slavno  

balado Urška in povodni mož  “največjega” 

slovenskega pesnika Franceta Prešerna (1800 

– 1849). Prepesnitev, ki v center pesmi postavlja 

sodobno prevzetnico, je postala skoraj tako 

slavna kot original. Avtor s poročevalsko 

natančnostjo opiše usodno srečanje najstnice 

Urške s postavljaškim neznanim motoristom, 

ki se tragično konča v reki. S humornim, sočnim 

jezikom in slengom avtor tragično atmosfero 

originala spremeni v komično, pri tem pa 

presega stereotipne vloge ženskih in moških 

likov. Ilustrator s svojo poročevalsko kamero 

hudomušno dokumentira burno dogajanje z 

vsemi podrobnostmi.

https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/445621864
https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/title/781004598
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7 Damijan Stepančič 
Zgodba o sidru [The Story of an Anchor]
Mladinska knjiga, 2010 • ISBN 9789610111597  

WorldCat record

This picture book written by celebrated 

illustrator Damijan Stepančič (1969) is one of 

the first wordless Slovenian picture books. The 

reader is primarily an observer and has to rely, 

at least partly, on their imagination. Two-page 

illustrations speak differently to everyone, 

perhaps even differently with every ‘reading’. In 

addition to providing a pleasant multitude of 

possible interpretations and a great amount 

of stimulation to the child’s (or adult’s) 

imagination, this is a book that answers the 

question of how an anchor found itself in the 

middle of the Congress Square in Ljubljana. 

Ta slikanica vrhunskega ilustratorja Damijana 

Stepančiča (1969) je ena prvih slovenskih slikanic 

brez besedila. Bralec je predvsem opazovalec, 

vsaj deloma prepuščen oz. odvisen od lastne 

domišljije. Ilustracije na dveh straneh govorijo 

vsakemu “bralcu” drugače, morda celo drugače 

pri vsakem “branju”. Poleg tega, da otroku (ali 

odraslemu) ponuja prijetno množico možnih 

interpretacij in veliko spodbud, je to slikanica, ki 

odgovarja na vprašanje, kako se je ladijsko sidro 

znašlo sredi Kongresnega trga v Ljubljani.

8 Peter Svetina • Ana Zavadlav, ill. 
Molitvice s stopnic  [Prayers from the Stairs]
Mladinska knjiga, 2016 • ISBN  9789610141006    

WorldCat record

The picture book brings together author Peter 

Svetina (1970) and illustrator Ana Zavadlav 

(1970) who both possess great sensitivity for 

minute everyday treasures. The poems in this 

picture book are conceived as a poetic dialogue 

between the child and God; however, the latter 

does not play the role of an unreachable divinity, 

instead being questioned by the child like the 

rest of the world that has not yet become self-

evident thanks to children’s youthful curiosity. 

This is a book that touches upon what is holy 

but deals primarily with the marvelousness of 

our everyday lives and with the wonders of a 

child’s world. Playful illustrations with lively 

colors capture the child’s feelings and the magic 

of the portrayed moment. 

Slikanica združuje dva izjemna ustvarjalca s 

posluhom za drobne zaklade vsakdana, avtorja 

Petra Svetino (1970) in ilustratorko Ano Zavadlav 

(1970). Pesmi so zasnovane kot poetičen 

dialog med otrokom in Bogom, ki pa nima 

vloge nedotakljivo svetega, ampak ga otrok 

prevprašuje tako kot vse v svojem svetu, ki se 

mu zaradi naravnanosti otroškega čudenja še ne 

zdi samoumeven. Slikanica se dotika svetega, 

odpira pa predvsem izjemnost vsakdanjika in 

čudovitost otroškega sveta. Igrive ilustracije 

živih barv ujamejo občutja otroka in čudovitost 

upodobljenega trenutka.

https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1085550795
https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/title/965896490?oclcNum=965896490
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9 Anja Štefan • Alenka Sottler, ill. 
Drobtine iz mišje doline [Tunes from Mousedale Dunes]
Mladinska knjiga, 2017 • ISBN 9789610149910 

Worldcat record

This stunning picture book by author and 

storyteller Anja Štefan (1969) made in 

collaboration with illustrator and painter Alenka 

Sottler (1958) combines the strong rhythm 

and sonority of the poems with an innovative 

approach adopted by the illustrator: lively 

mice are made from fingerprints and interact 

with the playful text. Poems on mice open 

up a wide array of questions, from existential 

to socially engaged ones, interconnecting all 

aspects of life, from life’s small pleasures to 

contemplations on ageing and death. The main 

message of the book is that despite setbacks, 

it is worth persisting and doing one’s best for a 

better tomorrow. 

Vrhunsko opremljena slikanica avtorice in 

pravljičarke Anje Štefan (1969) ter ilustratorke in 

slikarke Alenke Sottler (1958), v kateri ritmičnost 

in izrazita zvočnost pesničinega jezika odlično 

sodeluje z inovativnim pristopom ilustratorke: 

živahne miške, ustvarjene iz prstnih odtisov, se 

prepletajo z igrivimi besedili. Drobne pesmice 

o miškah odpirajo široko paleto vprašanj, od 

eksistencialnih do družbeno angažiranih in tako 

nagovarjajo najširši krog potencialnih bralcev. 

Avtorica pogosto izhaja iz ljudskih izštevank, pri 

tem pa povezuje vse plati življenja, od postanka 

ob drobnih užitkih do premisleka o staranju 

in smrti, ter prinaša temeljno sporočilo, da je 

vsemu navzlic dobro vztrajati in se potruditi za 

boljši jutri.

10 Huiqin Wang • Natalija Toplišek, Translator.
Liúsonglíng : Zijìnchéng li de siluòwénníy rén = Ferdinand Avguštin 
Hallerstein : Slovenec v Prepovedanem mestu

Mladinska knjiga, 2014 • ISBN 9789610133032 

https://www.worldcat.org/title/875368115

Huiqin Wang (1955), a Chinese-Slovenian 

painter, created an exceptional biographic 

picture book on the broadly educated 

Slovenian missionary Ferdinand Augustin 

Haller von Hallerstein who lived in the 18th 

century. Accompanied by text in Chinese and 

Slovenian, the artist unfolds the life story of 

the philosopher, theologian, mathematician, 

astronomer, linguist and cartographer in 

impressive tradition of the Chinese brush. We 

follow Hallerstein from his early life in Slovenia 

to his last days which he concluded as the 

respected mandarin Liú Sōnglíng in the Chinese 

capital. The text of this picture book is factual 

while illustrations carry internalized symbolism. 

The work is not just a miniature monument 

to a happy coincidence of long ago, it is also a 

welcome invitation to intercultural cooperation.

Huiqin Wang (1955), kitajsko-slovenska 

slikarka, je ustvarila izjemno biografsko 

slikanico o vsestransko izobraženem 

slovenskem misijonarju Ferdinandu Augustinu 

Haller von Hallersteinu iz 18. stoletja. Ob 

spremljavi kitajskega in slovenskega besedila 

umetnica s stvarno pripovedjo in v impresivni 

tradiciji kitajskega čopiča riše življenjsko pot 

filozofa, teologa, matematika, astronoma, 

jezikoslovca in kartografa od njegovega 

otroštva v Sloveniji do poslednjih dni, ki jih je 

kot spoštovani mandarin Liú Sōnglíng sklenil 

v kitajski prestolnici. Slikanica, ki je besedilno 

stvarna, likovno pa ponotranjeno simbolna, 

ni le miniaturni spomenik nekemu daljnemu 

srečnemu naključju, ampak tudi dobrodošlo 

vabilo k medkulturnemu sodelovanju.

[Hallerstein : The Foreign Astronomer in the Forbidden City ]

https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1016134799
https://www.mladinska-knjiga.si/en/books/mladinska-knjiga
https://www.worldcat.org/title/875368115


South Africa
Books from

South Africa is a wonderfully diverse country with 11 official languages. When 
considering the books for selection, I approached several school librarians. 
From the list of possibilities, I then asked experts for their thoughts. Khumo 
Tapfumaneyi, with a group of mothers, started a business - www.ethnikids.
africa - This features books where children can see characters that look 
like them. The books are in all the official languages. Lorato Trok is an early 
literacy consultant and an expert in developing reading for pleasure books for 
young children, especially in African languages. My colleague, Mabone Sintu 
Ngamlana, helped with the IsiXhosa translations. We live in the Western Cape, 
where IsiXhosa is the most commonly spoken language. When reviewing 
the books, the translation is in the author’s home language.  I decided on the 
theme of Identity for the selection of books. South Africa has undergone a 
significant transformation over the last 20 years, and all the books relate to 
the identity of children living in our beautiful rainbow nation.  Bev Pettit, a 
school librarian, and I reviewed the books. We hope you enjoy our collection 
from South Africa.

“-Mzantsi Afrika lilizwe elinee nkcubeko ezingumangliso kwane zohlukileyo, 
ezinkcubeko zibandakanya iilwimi ezisemthethweni, lwimi ezo ezilishumi 
elinanye . Lonto ke ithi xa ndisenza ukhetho ncwadi kunye no-Ncwadi, 
ndiye ndenze ingqwalasela no-Noncwadi, ndiye kuluhlu endinalo, ndivisisise 
ko-Solwazi, ndive ingcebiso zabo, ngoko lwazi abanalo. Yena uKhumo 
Tafumapeyi kunye neqela labanye oo-mama baqalise ishishini elifumaneka 
kunxibelelwano elingu-www.ethnikids.africa - kukho umnxibelelwano 
apho abantwana baye badibane nabalinganiswa abaye bafane kunye 
nabo. Iincwadi ezi zibhalwe ngazo zonke iilwimi ezisemthethweni. -Lerato 
Troky, ungumncebisi wofundo nokubhala, kwaye enolwazi oluphangaleleyo 
ekuphuhliseni ufundo lokuzo nwabisa kwincwadi zabantwana abaselula, 
ingakumbi kwilwimi zoluntu oluntsundu. Umhlobo wam - uMabone Sintu 
Ngamlana, yena ke uye wanceda kutoliko ngolwimi lwesi-Xhosa. Singahlali 
base Ntsona Koloni, iphondo elo kulapho ulwimi lwesi-Xhosa luthethwa 
kakhulu. Xa siphendlulula uncwadi utoliko luye lube kulwimi lwenkobe lo 
mbhali lowo. Ndiye ke ndabona ukuba isihloko nenkcazelo emandiyisebenziye 
xa ndichonga uluncwadi ibe sesixhoseni. Kule minyaka ingama-shumi 
amabini esidlule kuyo, u-Mzantsi Afrika uye wabalasela kutshintsho, 
tshintsho olo olunxakasane nesizwe esi sibantu abaphuma kwintlanga 
ngentlanga, ezisetyenziswa ngabantwana bentlanga ezahlukileyo. Ngu-Bev 
Petit, ongu-Soncwadi wethala lesikolo , edibene nam siphendlulule iincwadi. 
Kwaye sinethemba ukuba ubani nobani uyakulonwabela oluqokelelo ncwadi 
luphuma kwilizwe lo Mzantsi Afrika.

Contact:  Catherine Sellier
Librarian Western Province Preparatory School Junior Primary and Pre-Primary
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2 Jaco Jacobs • Tumi K Steyn ,ill. 
Jy is ‘n Wens [You Are A Wish]
Pan Macmillan, 2022 • ISBN 978-1-77625-112-4 (English) 978-1-77625-110-0 (Afrikaans)

WorldCat author record

“Oh, how we wished and wished for someone 

just like you. Someone special to share our 

home and the special times too“. This warm, 

lyrical picture book tells the story of different 

adoptive families. It’s the perfect starting point 

for parents who want to discuss the topic of 

adoption, and it helps children to understand 

that every family is special – even though we 

may not look the same.

Ons het gewens en gewens vir iemand net soos 

jy. ‘n Spesiale iemand wat by ons kan kom bly. 

Hierdie prenteboek vertel op ‘n deernisvolle 

en prettige manier die storie van verskillende 

gesinne wat kinders aanneem. Dit is die 

perfekte wegspringplek vir ouers wat met 

kinders oor aanneming wil gesels, en dit help 

kinders om te verstaan dat elke gesin spesiaal is 

- al lyk ons nie noodwendig dieselfde nie.
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3 Karen Theunissen • Miriam Mathosi, ill.
Neem jou plek, want jy hoort hier [Take Your Place, You Belong]
Jacana Children’s Books, 2021 • ISBN 978-1-4314-3147-2 (English)
 978-1-4314-3148-9 (Afrikaans)  978-1-4314-3149-6 (IsiXhosa)  978-1-4314-3150-2 (IsiZulu)

Worldcat author record

“Take your Place, You Belong“ is a rhyming 

picture book that tells the story of two 

best friends who face discrimination on the 

playground because they look different from one 

another. This book explores themes of empathy, 

heroism, friendship and identity. It helps 

children, parents and teachers alike, discuss 

the often all too difficult issues around race, 

diversity and the hurt caused by discrimination.

“Neem jou plek, want jy hoort hier is ’n 

prenteboek in rym wat die storie vertel van 

twee beste maats wat ervaar hoe ander maats 

op die speelgrond teen hulle diskrimineer 

omdat hulle twee nie dieselfde lyk nie. Die boek 

verken die temas van empatie, heldhaftigheid, 

vriendskap en identiteit. Dit sal kinders, ouers 

en onderwysers help om vraagstukke oor 

ras, diversiteit en die pyn wat diskriminasie 

veroorsaak, te bespreek.

1 Maryanne Bester • Shayle Bester, ill.
Tyd om te Gaan [Time To Go]
Jacana Children’s Books, 2021 • ISBN 978-1-4314-2991-2 (English)
This book is available in Afrikaans, IsiXhosa.
IsiZulu  978-1-4314-2992-9   (Afrikaans) 978-1-4314-2993-6   (IsiXhosa) 978-1-4314-2994-3 (IsiZulu)

Worldcat record

A mother Wildebeest calls her child to finish 

playing because it is time to go. But the child is 

not ready. As the push and pull continues, we 

learn that the Wildebeest and Zebra are in fact 

leaving their home behind to move to a new 

place. Time to Go is a story about endings and 

loss, yet it affirms the joys and adventures of 

life. To the end, the child is gently encouraged 

to accept the change and to embrace hope. This 

book quietly acknowledges the experience of 

displaced families and communities.

Roep ’n Wildebeesmamma haar kind om klaar 

te speel omdat dit tyd is om te gaan. Maar die 

kind is nie gereed nie. Terwyl hulle onderhandel, 

leer ons dat die Wildebees en Sebra eintlik hul 

tuiste agterlaat om na ’n nuwe plek te trek. Tyd 

om te Gaan is ’n storie oor eindes en verlies, en 

tog bevestig dit die vreugdes en avonture van 

die lewe. Hierdie boek gee stilweg erkenning 

aan die ervarings van ontwortelde families en 

gemeenskappe.

http://www.panmacmillan.co.za/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Jaco+Jacobs+&audience=juv
http://www.jacana.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Karen+Theunissen&author=Theunissen%2C+Karen
http://www.jacana.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Maryanne+Bester&audience=juv
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4 Lisa Steyn 
Lina, the Duiker and the Dragonfly
 Penguin Random House, 2020 • ISBN 978-1-43231-033-2

WorldCat author record

Lina accompanies her grandfather into the 

forest to search for healing plants when they 

meet up with a game warden who tells them 

about poachers’ snares that he has discovered. 

Lina is told to sit and wait on a rock while her 

grandfather, Pa’Tuusi, and the warden look for 

the snares. She is frightened of being alone; 

she can’t ‘talk’ to the animals the way her 

grandfather does, but then a dragonfly attracts 

her attention and she follows it to find a little 

duiker caught up in a snare. She loses her way, 

but elephants help her and the duiker find their 

way, back to her grandfather. South Africa 

has so many cultures that have deep historic 

connections to the land and nature, and that is 

what inspired the author to tell a contemporary 

story of a little girl of Khoekhoe descent, whose 

grandfather still knows some of the ancient 

ways.

5 Chanél Mansfield, Luther Galloway • Berenice Brand, ill.
What’s Wrong With Glitter?
What Now, 2021 • ISBN 978-1-77627-000-2

WorldCat record

Uncle Kelly is a drag performer who lives with 

his nephew Eli. Eli is about to start school 

and he has a birthmark on his face that he 

is afraid he will be bullied about. Uncle Kelly 

helps Eli find his confidence and encourages 

him to love himself as he is. Eli finds a creative 

way of owning his insecurity and with his 

new confidence makes friends and inspires 

other children to accept their peers, and to 

even express their own creativity. The book 

encourages love and acceptance and embraces 

otherness. This book is only available in English.

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Lisa+Steyn&audience=juv
http://www.whatnowpublishers.com
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1280054043
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6 Rafiek Mammon • Joan Rankin, ill.
Faizel en die sterre (Afrikaans) [Faizel and the Stars]
Jacana Children’s Books, 2020 • ISBN978-1-4314-3005-5 English
978-1-4314-3006-2 (Afrikaans) 978-1-4314-3007-9 (IsiXhosa) 978-1-4314-3008-6 (IsiZulu)

WolrdCat author record

All Faizel ever wanted was to ‘shine’ like the 

stars and sparkle like his mom’s shoes. But his 

dad always has something to say about Faizel 

being ‘like that’. What exactly does his dad mean 

when he uses words ‘like that’? What is the 

gift that his parents surprise him with on the 

morning of his fifth birthday? Will he get to live 

his dream and shine like a star? A gentle story 

about a little boy who dares to be himself even if 

it means being labelled ‘different’.

Faizel wou nog altyd net skitter soos die sterre 

en blink soos sy ma se skoene. Maar sy pa het 

altyd iets te sê oor Faizel wat “so” is. En wat 

presies bedoel sy pa met “so” ? Wat is in die 

geskenkpakkie waarmee sy ouers hom op 

sy vyfde verjaarsdag verras? Gaan sy droom 

om soos ’n ster te skitter waar word? ’n Tere 

verhaal van ’n seuntjie wat dapper genoeg is om 

homself te wees al beteken dit dat hy “anders” is.

7 Sihle Nontshokweni , Mathabo Tlali • Chantelle and Burgen Thorne, ill.
uWanda (IsiXhosa) [Wanda]
Jacana Children’s Books, 2019 • ISBN 978-1-4314-2885-4 (English)
978-1-4314-2898-4 (Afrikaans) 978-1-4314-2899-1 (IsiXhosa) 978-1-4314-2900-4 (IsiZulu)

WorldCat author record

Meet Wanda with her beautiful head of hair. 

She is brave and strong, but she’s unhappy 

because of the endless teasing by the boys at 

school. After a particularly hard day at school, 

feeling confused, forlorn and hopeless, Wanda’s 

grandmother lets her in on a few secrets. 

Through these hair secrets and stories, she finds 

the courage to face her fears and realise that her 

hair is a crown and something to be proud of. 

This book stands at the intersection of identity 

and beauty, celebrating how cultural pride is 

learned and passed on over the generations. 

This book encourages young children to love 

themselves for what they are born with, despite 

what society may say or think. Wanda was one 

of 34 outstanding books selected as winners 

of the 2021 Skipping Stones Honor Awards 

for promoting an understanding of cultures 

and diversity.  It was also included in the five 

to nine category of the Bank Street College of 

Education’s 2022 list for diversity and its emotive 

colourful illustrations.

Khawudibane noWanda, onesihlwitha se_nwele 

ezintle. Ukhaliphile yaye womelele, kodwa 

akonwabanga kuba usoloko echwikishwa 

ngalo lonke ixesha ngamakhwenkwe afunda 

nawo esikolweni. Ngokumane ekhumbula 

iimfihlelo zikaMakhulu wakhe ngokubotshwa, 

ukuqhinwa nokukanywa kwe_nwele, uyaqalisa 

ukuyamkela into yokuba iinwele zakhe 

zisisithsaba ekufuneka aziqhenye ngaso.  Le 

ncwadi imalunga nobuni kunye nobuhle, kwaye 

ibhiyozela ukuziqhenya ngenkcubeko ethi 

igqithiselwe izizukulwana ngezizukulwana.

http://www.jacana.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Rafiek+Mammon+&author=Mammon%2C+Rafiek
http://www.jacana.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Sihle+Nontshokweni++
https://www.skippingstones.org/wp/book-awards/
https://www.bankstreet.edu/library/center-for-childrens-literature/childrens-book-committee/best-childrens-books-of-the-year/
https://www.bankstreet.edu/library/center-for-childrens-literature/childrens-book-committee/best-childrens-books-of-the-year/
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8 Mabel Mnensa • Chantelle & Burgen Thorne, ill.
uKantiga Uthola Igama Elimfanele (IsiXhosa)                                                                      
[Kantiga Finds the Perfect Name]
Jacana Children’s Books, 2020 • ISBN 978-1-4314-2868-7 (English)
978-1-4314-2875-5 (Afrikaans) 978-1-4314-2876-2 (IsiXhosa) 978-1-4314-2877-9 (IsiZulu)

WorldCat record

Kantiga Finds the Perfect Name is a beautiful 

tale, infused with some magic that reimagines 

a popular African folklore for the modern child. 

‘There was once a beautiful little girl with a 

heart as big as her name, Kantiga. But Kantiga 

did not like her name.’ Hearing this, her Gogo 

tells her a magical family tale inspired by the 

folklore of the magical cracked clay pot. The 

magical clay pot appears to be useless because 

it is cracked and broken, yet we learn how this 

flaw makes it more than perfect. Follow this 

beautiful tale, full of colour and folklore, as 

Kantiga tries to find the perfect name and on 

the journey learns a bit more about who she is 

and where she is from. Chantelle and Burgen 

Thorne recently won the Exclusive Books IBBY 

Award for Quality of Illustration in Kantiga 

Finds the Perfect Name. Kantiga is on the IBBY 

Honour List, listed for the quality of illustration.

“Kwaye kukho intombazana entle encinane 

enentliziyo enkulu njengegama layo, uKantiga. 

Kodwa uKantiga wayengalithandi igama lakhe.” 

Esakuva oku, uGogo umbalisela ibali losapho 

lengqayi engummangaliso ebonakala ngathi 

ayinamsebenzi ngenxa yokuba ichachambile 

kwaye yonakele. Sifunda ngendlela esithi 

esi siphene siyenza igqibelele nangakumbi. 

Landela eli bali limnandi lizele ubumbejembeje 

nobuntsomi, njengoko uKantiga ezama 

ukufumana igama eligqibeleleyo ekwakuhambo 

lokufunda banzi ngobuni bakhe nemvelaphi 

yakhe.

9 Lebohang Masango, Claudine Storbeck • Elizabeth Goode, ill. 
Usuku LukaMpumi kanye NoJabu Olunomlingo! IsiZulu                                                                      
[Mpumi and Jabu’s Magical Day!]
David Philip Publishers trading as New Africa Books, 2020 • ISBN 978-1-4856-3025-8 (English)

Worldcat author record

There’s magic in the air as Mpumi and Jabu 

play. They sign and laugh, as they become 

friends. “Oh what fun!” they say. This is a story 

of friendship between a hearing girl and a deaf 

boy and learning different modes of language 

to communicate effectively. Communication is 

at the heart of all relationships. The front and 

back covers show the sign language alphabet. 

“Mpumi and Jabu’s Magical Day” won a silver 

award for publication design. Le Bohang’s 

previous book, Mpumi’s Magic Beads is a multi-

award-winning book.

Kukhona umlingo emoyeni obazungezile 

ngesikhathi uMpumi kanye noJabu bedlala.

Bakhuluma ngezandla futhi bayahleka 

ngesikhathi beba abangani –“Kwaze 

kwamnandi bo!” kusho bona.

978-1-4856-3040-1 (IsiXhosa) 978-1-4856-3046-3 (Tshivenda) 978-1-4856-3044-9 (Sepedi) 978-1-4856-3036-
4 (IsiZulu) 978-1-4856-3050-0 (Afrikaans) 978-1-4856-3048-7 (Siswati) 978-1-4856-3042-5 (Sesotho) 978-1-
4856-3038-8 (Xitsonga) 978-1-4856-3034-0 (Setswana) 978-1-4856-3032-6 (IsiNdebele) 978-1-4856-3052-4 
(French)

http://www.jacana.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Mabel+Mnensa+&audience=juv
http://www.newafricabooks.com/books
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Lebohang+Masango&author=Masango%2C+Lebohang&limit=10&offset=11
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10 Refiloe Moahloli • Anja Stoeckigt, ill.
How many ways can you say hello?
Penguin Random House South Africa, 2017 • ISBN 978-1-43231-033-2

Worldcat author record

Two companion books exploring how to say 

Hello and Goodbye. Sarah’s first day of school is 

full of surprises, but the biggest one of all is that 

there is more than one way to say hello. To find 

out what they are, during the holidays she sets 

off on a journey around the country in a hot air 

balloon. A beautiful introduction to the eleven 

official languages of South Africa. The book 

comes with a downloadable link narrated by 

Refiloe to guide with authentic pronunciation. 

This book is only available in English but 

introduces the reader to the beauty and richness 

of the South African language and how to say 

hello. Refiloe Moahloli is a wonderful, award-

winning, South African author. We could have 

used any of her books for this publication. After 

Sara and her friends had an exciting journey in 

a hot air balloon to see the country and find out 

how to say ‘hello,’ they make a return trip across 

South Africa to see more sights and to drop off 

their friends, one by one. As they do so, they also 

discover how to say ‘goodbye’ to one another in 

all the eleven official languages.  As with How 

many ways can you say hello? the book comes 

with a cd and or a downloadable link narrated 

by the author herself, to guide with authentic 

pronunciation. This book is only available in 

English but introduces the readers to the eleven 

beautiful ways we say goodbye in South Africa.

How many ways can you say goodbye?
Penguin Random House South Africa, 2021 • ISBN 978-1-48590-084-9

http://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Refiloe+Moahloli&audience=juv
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za


Sweden
Books from

A group of experienced children’s librarians from different parts of Sweden 
nominated ten favourite picture books each. Then librarians from all public 
libraries in the country were invited to vote on which of these they would like 
to see on the final list. The result is what you see here, ten beloved picture 
books among Swedish librarians. A wonderful mix of old and new.

Ett gäng erfarna barnbibliotekarier från olika delar av Sverige nominerade tio 
favoritbilderböcker vardera. Sedan bjöds bibliotekarier från alla folkbibliotek 
i landet in att rösta på vilka av dessa de skulle vilja se på den slutliga listan. 
Resultatet har du här, tio av de mest älskade bilderböckerna bland svenska 
bibliotekarier. En härlig blandning av gammalt och nytt.

1 Emma Adbåge
Gropen [The Pit]
Rabén & Sjögren, 2018 • ISBN 978-91-29-70101-2

WorldCat record

The Pit is behind the gym. Someone removed 

a lot of gravel there in the past, now it grows 

sly and stumps and you can hang out there 

and play and have fun. Everyone loves the 

Pit - except the adults. They hate the Pit! This 

is a book about the power of imagination and 

play. About cowardly adults and about never 

giving up! Because what would happen if the 

adults decided everything? The book has been 

translated into: Arabic, Danish, Farsi, French, 

Italian, Polish, Czech and German.	

Gropen ligger bakom gymnastiksalen. Någon 

tog bort en massa grus där förr i tiden, nu växer 

det sly och stubbar och man kan vara där och 

leka. Hur länge som helst, hur roliga lekar som 

helst. Alla älskar Gropen - utom de vuxna. De 

hatar Gropen! En bok om fantasins och lekens 

kraft. Om fega vuxna och om att aldrig ge sig! 

För hur skulle det bli om de vuxna bestämde allt? 

Boken har översatts till: arabiska, danska, farsi, 

franska, italienska, polska, tjeckiska, och tyska.

Contact:  Salomon Hellman 
Stockholm Public Library -Acquisition and cataloguing librarian

IFLA Section Libraries for Children & Young Adults 
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http://www.rabensjogren.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Gropen&dblist=638&fq=ap%3A%22adbåge%2C+emma%22+%3e+fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
mailto:salomon.hellman@stockholm.se
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2 Anna-Clara Tidholm
Knacka på [Knock, Knock, Knock!]
Alfabeta, 1992 • ISBN 978-91-50-11914-5

WorldCat record

Knock on the blue door and enter the house. 

Together we knock on all different doors, open 

them and see what is behind them. Together 

we say hello to the figures we find in the rooms. 

This book has been translated into several 

languages, including Arabic, English, Japanese, 

Farsi, Finnish, Korean, Dutch, Russian, Somali, 

and German.	

Knacka på den blåa dörren och kliv in i huset! 

Tillsammans knackar vi på alla de olika 

dörrarna, öppnar dem och ser vad som finns 

bakom. Tillsammans säger vi hej till de olika 

sakerna som finns i rummen. Boken har 

översatts till bland annat arabiska, engelska, 

japanska, farsi, finska, koreanska, nederländska, 

ryska, somaliska och tyska.

4  Jonna Björnstjerna
Sagan om den underbara familjen Kanin och Godistrollet                                   
[The Story of the  Wonderful Rabbit Family and the Candy Troll]
Bonnier Carlsen, 2010 • ISBN 978-91-63-86625-8

WorldCat record

Little brother Rabbit loves candy! If he could, 

he would eat candy all the time. But Dad 

says candy can only be eaten on Saturdays. 

Every other day, the Candy Troll comes to take 

all children who eat it. But the temptation 

becomes too strong so Little Brother decides to 

have some anyway… This book is also available 

translated into Japanese..

Lillebror Kanin älskar godis! Om han fick 

bestämma skulle han äta godis jämt. Men 

pappa säger att godis bara får ätas på lördagar. 

Alla andra dagar kommer Godistrollet och tar de 

barn som äter godis. Men frestelsen blir för stark 

så Lillebror bestämmer sig för att äta lite ändå… 

Boken finns även översatt till japanska..

3 Elin Johansson • Ellen Ekman, ill. 
Veckan före barnbidraget [The Week Before the Child Allowance]
Rabén & Sjögren, 2016 • ISBN 978-91-29-72888-0

There is a whole week left before the child 

allowance arrives. Then you need to be inventive 

and save money while still having a good time. 

No cinema, bathhouse or car excursion this 

week. No sausage with the macaroni either. But 

you can tape the broken boots and turn them 

into space boots. You can borrow books for 

free at the library. And you can create your own 

bathhouse - at home…	

Det är en hel vecka innan barnbidraget 

kommer. Då gäller det att vara sparsam 

och uppfinningsrik. Ingen bio, badhus eller 

bilutflykt denna vecka. Inte heller någon korv 

till makaronerna. Men man kan tejpa de trasiga 

stövlarna så att de blir rymdstövlar. Man kan 

låna böcker gratis på biblioteket. Och man kan 

faktiskt skapa ett eget badhus – hemma…

WorldCat record

https://www.alfabeta.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Knacka+på&dblist=638&fq=ap%3A%22tidholm%2C+anna-clara%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
https://www.bonniercarlsen.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Sagan+om+den+underbara+familjen+Kanin+och+Godistrollet&qt=results_page
http://www.rabensjogren.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/veckan-fre-barnbidraget/oclc/1200241190/editions?referer=di&editionsView=true
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5 Pija Lindenbaum
Pudlar och pommes [Poodles and Fries]
Lilla Piratförlaget, 2016 • ISBN 978-91-88279-13-2

WorldCat record

Ullis, Ludde and Katta live in a good place. They 

have enough potatoes to feed their stomachs. 

But one day the garden land has dried up. With 

their last potato in a glass jar, they are forced 

out on the sea to find a new place. When they 

finally reach land, they meet some dogs on the 

beach. Can this be their new place? Do they get 

to taste some fries? This book is also available 

translated into Arabic, Danish, French, Polish 

and German.	

Ullis, Ludde och Katta bor på ett bra ställe. De 

har tillräckligt med potatis att mätta magarna 

med.  Men en dag har trädgårdslandet torkat. 

Med sin sista potatis i en glasburk tvingas de ut 

på öppet hav för att hitta ett nytt ställe. När de 

till slut siktar land möts de av några hundar på 

stranden. Kan det här bli deras nya ställe? Får de 

smaka på lite pommes frites? Boken finns även 

översatt till arabiska, danska, franska, polska 

och tyska.

7 Stina Wirsén
Vems syskon? [Whose Baby?]
Bonnier Carlsen, 2016 • ISBN 978-91-63-88991-2

WorldCat record

Gnis and Knatt are siblings, and now they have 

finally got another sibling. Super exciting!  Gnis 

and Knatt have been waiting and longing. And 

now it’s time to play! But first, the baby is too 

small, small and boring. And once it has grown 

big enough, the baby just wants to be with Gnis, 

and Knatt is not allowed to join at all ... This 

book is also available translated into Arabic, 

Danish, Farsi and Korean.	

Gnis och Knatt är syskon, och nu har de äntligen 

fått ett syskon till. Superspännande! Gnis och 

Knatt har väntat och längtat. Och nu ska det 

lekas! Men först är bebisen för liten, liten och 

tråkig. Och när den väl har vuxit och kan vara 

med, så vill den lilla BARA vara med Gnis, och 

Knatt får inte alls vara med... Boken finns 

även översatt till arabiska, danska, farsi och 

koreanska.

6 Lisen Adbåge
Dom som bestämmer [They Who Decide]
Bonnier Carlsen, 2018 • ISBN 978-91-63-89433-6

WorldCat record

The yard has two groups, “Those who decide” 

and “They who can’t join”. But why do those who 

decide always decide? And what should those 

who can’t join do to be invited? Or wait ... Do 

they even want to join? They may just want to 

be left alone. This book has been translated into 

several languages, including Arabic, Albanian, 

Dari, Farsi, Kurdish, Northern Sami, Romani, 

Somali, Spanish and Tigrinya.	

På gården finns “Dom som bestämmer” och “Vi 

som inte får vara med”. Men varför bestämmer 

alltid dom som bestämmer? Och vad ska de 

som inte får vara med göra för att få vara med? 

Eller vänta nu... Vill de ens vara med? De kanske 

bara vill vara ifred. Boken finns även översatt 

till bland annat arabiska, albanska, dari, farsi, 

kurdiska, nordsamiska, romani, somaliska, 

spanska och tigrinska.

https://lillapiratforlaget.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Pudlar+och+pommes&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Afic&qt=facet_fm%3A_content
https://www.bonniercarlsen.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Vems+syskon%3F&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+fm%3Afic+%3e+ap%3A%22wirsén%2C+stina%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
https://www.bonniercarlsen.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Dom+som+bestämmer&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+fm%3Afic+%3e+ap%3A%22adbåge%2C+lisen%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
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8 Emma Virke
En sur citron [A Sour Lemon]
Lilla Piratförlaget, 2019 • ISBN 978-91-88279-93-4

WorldCat record

Can apples sing? Can bananas play drums? 

Not if you ask for the sour lemon. But what do 

you think? And why is the lemon in such a bad 

mood? Maybe you can get the lemon in a better 

mood?	

Kan äpplen sjunga? Kan bananer spela 

trummor? Inte om du frågar den sura citronen. 

Men vad tror du? Och varför är citronen så himla 

sur? Kanske kan du få citronen på bättre humör?

9 Åke Löfgren • Egon Möller-Nielsen, ill. 
Historien om någon [The Story of Someone]
Rabén & Sjögren, 1951 • ISBN 978-91-29-48633-9	

WorldCat record

Who is the mysterious Someone who wet the 

floor, overturned Grandma’s table, ate up two 

fish, drank up the milk, fished up a goldfish, 

overturned a pot, ate up a rat and slid down into 

the vase? The common thread runs from page 

to page getting closer to the solution to the 

mystery.	

Vem är den mystiske Någon som blötte ner 

golvet, välte mormors bord, åt upp två fiskar, 

drack upp mjölken, fiskade upp en guldfisk, 

välte en kruka, åt upp en råtta och slank ner i 

vasen? Den röda tråden löper från sida till sida 

allt närmare lösningen på gåtan

10 Barbro Lindgren • Olof Landström, ill. 
Nämen Benny	[Benny’s Had Enough]
Rabén & Sjögren, 1998 • ISBN 978-91-29-66716-5

WorldCat record

Benny’s mother is cleaning up. First, it’s Benny. 

She wants to give him a bath! And then it’s Little 

Piggy. She wants to put him in the washing 

machine. Benny’s had enough. He and Little 

Piggy run off to find a better home. Who needs 

a mother anyway? Not Benny. Or does he? 

This book has been translated into several 

languages, including Dutch, English, Finnish, 

Japanese, Korean, Polish and Russian.	

Bennys mamma är i städtagen. Först ut 

är Benny. Hon vill att han ska bada! Sen är 

det lillnöffes tur. Honom vill hon slänga in i 

tvättmaskinen. Då får Benny nog och rymmer. 

Han och lillnöffe hittar en helskön grop att bo 

i. Vem behöver en mamma? Inte Benny, i alla 

fall. Eller? Boken har översatts till bland annat 

nederländska, engelska, finska, japanska, 

koreanska, polska och ryska.

https://lillapiratforlaget.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=En+sur+citron&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3e+ap%3A%22virke%2C+emma%22&qt=facet_ap%3A
http://www.rabensjogren.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/historien-om-ngon/oclc/1255208524/editions?referer=di&editionsView=true
http://www.rabensjogren.se/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Nämen+Benny&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience


Switzerland
Books from

The selection of titles from all four language areas in Switzerland was 
chosen by Bibliomedia Switzerland and the Swiss Institute for Children 
and Youth Media, SIKJM. Bibliomedia Switzerland is a nationwide resource 
library for public libraries and SIKJM is the nationwide centre for children’s 
literature. It supports libraries by offering courses and projects in the area 
of children’s and youth literature. At the basis of the choice of titles was a 
comprehensive knowledge of the Swiss children’s book literary scene in all 
four national languages as well as a good interconnection with public libraries 
in Switzerland. Both institutions collaborate closely with librarians of all four 
parts of the country. Many Swiss authors and illustrators rely on publishers 
abroad (Germany, France, and Italy). Since Switzerland is a small country, 
there are just very few publishers – and an even smaller number of them 
produce children’s books (in the Italian speaking part of Switzerland there is 
no publisher at all). This circumstance is thus reflected in this selection.

Contact:  info@sikjm.ch/solothurn@bibliomedia.ch
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1 Lorenz Pauli • Kathrin Schärer, ill.
Pippilothek??? [Pippilothek ???]
Atlantis im Orell Füssli, 2012 • ISBN 978-3-7152-0620-2

WorldCat record

This wonderful storybook whets one’s appetite 

for reading. Kathrin Schärer’s expressive pictures 

featuring a mainly red and black background 

tell a fox and mouse tale of a different kind: a 

hungry fox chases after a mouse – into a library. 

To distract the fox, the mouse brings him a 

picture book. The fox delves into the book and is 

all excited. The following nights the fox returns 

to the library, crazy about reading new stories. 

Pippilothek??? humorously portrays the magical 

attraction of a library. It is a declaration of love 

for reading and for places where undisturbed 

reading is possible.

Lust auf einen Bibliotheksbesuch, aber vor allem 

Lust aufs Bücherlesen macht dieses wunder-

bare Bilderbuch des bewährten Autoren-/

Illustratorenduos. Die ausdrucksstarken Bilder 

Kathrin Schärers erzählen vor einem vor allem 

in Rot und Schwarz gehaltenen Hintergrund ein 

Fuchs- und Mausspiel der besonderen Art: Ein 

gieriger Fuchs schiesst hinter einer Maus her 

in die Bibliothek. Um ihn von sich abzulenken, 

schleppt die Maus ein Bilderbuch an. Der Fuchs 

vertieft sich in das Buch und ist begeistert. In 

den folgenden Nächten kehrt er wieder, wild 

auf Geschichten. «Pippilothek???» porträtiert 

humorvoll die magische Anziehungskraft einer 

Bibliothek. Eine Liebeserklärung an das Lesen 

und an Orte, an denen man ungestört lesen 

kann.

https://www.orellfuessli.ch/shop/home/suggestartikel/A1017751941?sq=Pippilothek???&stype=productName
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/1283135537


THE  WORLD  THROUGH  PICTURE  BOOKS    •    BOOKS  FROM  SWITZERLAND    •    261

2 Selina Chönz • Alois Carigiet, ill.
Uorsin (in Puter Rhaeto-Romanic) / Ursin (in Sursilvan Rhaeto-Romanic)                                                                      
[A Bell for Ursli]
Lia Rumantscha (Originally published in 1963) 2015 edition • ISBN 9783039001231

Worldcat record

The internationally most renowned Swiss 

storybook tells the story of ‘Bell-Ursli’ and his 

search for the biggest cow bell so he can march 

at the front of the parade and banish winter 

with the ring of his bell at the spring celebration 

“Chalandamarz”. To obtain the biggest cow 

bell, he secretly mounts to his parents’ chalet 

through deep snow and spends a lonely night 

up there. When Ursli returns the next day with 

his big bell, his parents, who were worrying all 

night, are relieved. In 1945, the story of  “Uorsin”, 

written by Selina Chönz from Engadine, was 

published. The book that is illustrated by 

Alois Carigiet has come to world fame. Ursli 

is the hero of this story about departure and 

homecoming, about autonomous actions and 

the proving of oneself. Due to Alois Carigiet’s 

expressive images the story of Ursli and his 

bell is a monument of Swiss artwork in the 

twentieth century. In 1996, the artist received 

the Hans Christian Andersen Award for his 

storybook artwork.

Il cudesch illustrà svizzer il pli enconuschent 

sin plaun internaziunal raquinta l’istorgia dad 

Ursin che va a la tschertga da la pli gronda 

plumpa. Quella dovra el per pudair star a la 

testa dal cortegi da primavaira «Chalandamarz» 

che duai cun ses sclingiez stgatschar l’enviern. 

Senza infurmar ses geniturs decida el dad ir 

ad acla. El va tras naiv e glatsch e passenta 

ina notg solitaria en la tegia da culm. Cura 

che Ursin returna l’auter di cun la plumpa, 

s’allegran ils geniturs che n’han da spir quitads 

betg savì durmir. Il 1945 è cumparida l’istorgia 

dad “Ursin” da la scriventa engiadinaisa Selina 

Chönz ch’è daventada grazia a las illustraziuns 

da l’artist Aluis Carigiet enconuschenta en tut 

il mund. Ursin è l’erox da questa istorgia davart 

il scappar e turnar a chasa, l’agir autonom ed il 

sa cumprovar. Entras ils maletgs expressivs dad 

Aluis Carigiet è l’istorgia dad Ursin in monument 

da la grafica svizra dal 20avel tschientaner. Per 

sias illustraziuns da cudeschs d’uffants è l’artist 

vegnì undrà il 1996 cun il Premi Hans Christian 

Andersen.

Open Library record

https://www.facebook.com/liarumantscha/
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/1041322524
https://openlibrary.org/authors/OL3168520A/Selina_Ch%C3%B6nz
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3 Hans Fischer
Pitschi. Das Kätzchen, das immer etwas anderes wollte. Eine traurige 
Geschichte, die aber gut aufhört.

NordSüd (Originally published in 1993) 2016 edition • ISBN 9783314103605

Pitschi is not only the smallest of the five kittens 

living in old Lisette’s house, it also wants to 

play something completely different and test 

new roles.Its attempts to be a different animal 

always fail according to the same pattern. These 

repetitions enable children to marvel at Pitschi’s 

untiring courage and, at the same time, they 

provide them with previous knowledge that 

allows the reader to keep a certain distance. 

Pitschi’s mishaps are not simply tales of woe – 

its deviations from the norm and transgression 

of limits bring fun and humour into the story. 

Pitschi’s story is child-friendly because it 

presents straightforward situations.It is also 

world-encompassing because there is an artist 

who remains true to himself and works for a 

specific audience: his own children. It is not 

a coincidence that a cat is playing the game 

of identity search. Cats are an abiding theme 

in Hans Fischer’s works, he depicts them in 

numerous sketches, etchings, and lithographs. 

Pitschi, first published in 1948, belongs to 

the classics of Swiss picture book writing. 

Generations of children have grown up with it - 

and still are.

Pitschi ist nicht nur das kleinste der fünf 

Katzenkinder,die bei der alten Lisette wohnen, 

es will auch etwas anderes spielen, neue Rollen 

ausprobieren. Seine Versuche, ein anderes Tier 

zu sein, scheitern stets nach dem gleichen 

Muster. Diese Wiederholungen ermöglichen 

Kindern, über Pitschis unermüdlichen Mut 

zu staunen, und zugleich geben sie ihnen das 

Vorwissen, das eine gewisse Distanz erlaubt. 

Pitschis Missgeschicke sind nicht einfach 

Leidensgeschichten, hier ist der Normbruch 

und das Grenz-Überschreiten auch Anlass zu 

Humor. Pitschis Geschichte ist kindernah, 

weil sie überschaubare Situationen vorführt. 

Sie ist aber zugleich auch weltumspannend, 

weil der Künstler sich selbst treu bleibt und 

für ein konkretes Publikum schreibt: seine 

eigenen Kinder. Dass eine Katze das Spiel 

der Identitätssuche spielt, ist kein Zufall. 

Katzen sind ein Urthema des Künstlers, das 

er in unzähligen Skizzen, Radierungen oder 

Lithographien umgesetzt hat. Das 1948 erstmals 

erschienene Bilderbuch zählt zu den Klassikern 

des Schweizer Bilderbuchschaffens, mit dem 

Generationen von Kindern aufgewachsen sind – 

und es immer noch tun.

[Pitschi. A kitten who always wanted something else. A sad story with a 
happy end]

4 Jörg Müller
Alle Jahre wieder, saust der Presslufthammer nieder oder die Veränderung 
der Landschaft

Fischer Sauerländer , 2016 • ISBN 978-3737354493

In seven large-format pictures, Jörg Müller 

documents the progressive concreting of 

living spaces in the Swiss Mitteland from the 

1950s onwards. The picture panels show how 

traffic routes are developed, agriculture is 

industrialized, houses are built and demolished. 

Densification where the eye can see. In the first 

picture, children play by the stream and in the 

meadow; in the last, they are left with nothing 

but a sandbox. Müller does not comment and 

he refrains from outlining suggestions on how 

the development could be stopped. This is one 

of the strengths of this series of pictures, which 

has lost nothing of its topicality in its message.

In sieben grossformatigen Bildern dokumentiert 

Jörg Müller die fortschreitende Betonisierung 

der Lebensräume im Schweizer Mittelland ab 

den 1950-er Jahren. Die Bildtafeln zeigen, wie 

Verkehrswege erschlossen, Landwirtschaft 

industrialisiert, Häuser errichtet und abgerissen 

werden. Verdichtung, wo das Auge hinreicht. 

Auf dem ersten Bild spielen die Kinder am Bach 

und auf der Wiese, auf dem letzten bleibt ihnen 

nichts als ein Sandkasten. Müller kommentiert 

nicht und er verzichtet darauf, Vorschläge zu 

skizzieren, wie der Entwicklung Einhalt geboten 

werden könnte. Das macht die Stärke dieses 

Bilderreigens aus, der in seiner Aussage nichts 

an Aktualität verloren hat.

(Every year, the jackhammer rushes down or the change of the landscape)

WorldCat record

https://northsouth.com/authorsandartists/fischer-hans/
https://www.fischerverlage.de/buch/joerg-mueller-joerg-mueller-alle-jahre-wieder-saust-der-presslufthammer-nieder-9783737354493
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/949777871
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5 Germano Zullo • Albertine, ill.
Les oiseaux [Birds]
La joie de lire, 2010 • ISBN ISBN 978-2889080274    

Worldcat record

A truck is making its way through the desert. 

The truck suddenly stops on the side of a 

cliff and the driver gets out, opens the boot 

and frees its load of birds. A small blackbird, 

however, doesn’t seem to want to follow its 

companions. The empathetic and patient truck 

driver tries to encourage the bird to take flight. 

Constructed in the manner of a storyboard with 

very few colours, this album conveys a message 

that is as simple as it is universal. The text and 

the images engage in a subtle dialogue and give 

the work a poetic realm, allowing for different 

interpretations of the underlying themes of 

freedom, encounters, sharing, all the while 

carrying an optimistic view on life.

Un camion se fraie un chemin dans le désert. 

Le camion s’arrête soudainement sur le flanc 

d’une falaise et le conducteur descend, ouvre le 

coffre et libère son chargement d’oiseaux. Un 

petit oisillon noir, cependant, ne semble pas 

vouloir suivre ses compagnons. Le camionneur, 

empathique et patient, tente alors d’encourager 

l’oisillon à prendre son envol. Construit à la 

manière d’un storyboard avec très peu de 

couleurs, cet album transmet un message 

aussi simple qu’universel. Le texte et les images 

dialoguent subtilement et confèrent à l’œuvre 

un univers poétique, permettant différentes 

interprétations de la liberté, de la rencontre, 

du partage, tout en transmettant une vision 

optimiste de la vie.

6 It’s Raining Elephants
Marta et moi [Marta and Me]
Éditions notari, ???? • ISBN: 9782970115021

Worldcat record

Marta loves painting. When one day she paints 

a giant lion, it comes to life and steps out of her 

picture. Marta knows how to tame the beast – 

it is just hungry, so she draws him a cake. Full of 

ideas and unbound imagination, they embark 

on a journey through the worlds Marta creates 

in front of them with her brush, and everything 

she imagines becomes real. So real that it hurts 

when the lion at last takes a big jump and 

disappears. Marta is heartbroken, but the only 

way out is through a fresh white piece of paper. 

It’s Raining Elephants illustrates this homage 

to creativity and the power of artistic creation 

with dynamic and detailed pictures. Bright 

colours, clear lines, splodges and paint splatters 

accompany Marta and her lion on their wild 

adventures.

Marta adore peindre. Lorsqu’un jour elle peint 

un lion géant, celui-ci s’anime et sort de son 

tableau. Marta sait comment apprivoiser la bête 

- elle a simplement faim, alors elle lui dessine 

un gâteau. Pleins d’idées et d’une imagination 

débridée, ils se lancent dans un voyage à travers 

les mondes que Marta crée devant eux avec 

son pinceau, et tout ce qu’elle imagine devient 

réel. Si réel que cela fait mal quand le lion fait 

enfin un grand saut et disparaît. Marta est 

inconsolable, mais la seule issue est une feuille 

de papier blanc. It’s Raining Elephants illustre 

cet hommage à la créativité et au pouvoir de la 

création artistique par des images dynamiques 

et détaillées. Des couleurs vives, des lignes 

claires et des éclaboussures de peinture 

accompagnent Marta et son lion dans leurs 

folles aventures.

https://www.lajoiedelire.ch/auteurs/albertine/
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/718562332
http://www.editionsnotari.ch/auteurs/its-raining-elephants.html
https://www.worldcat.org/title/989686063
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7 Heinz Janisch • Hannes Binder, ill. 
Ich ging in Schuhen aus Gras [I walked in shoes made of grass]
Atlantis, 2013 • ISBN 9783715206509

Perhaps it is the most beautiful form of 

loneliness: a child loses itself in a fantasy 

world while looking at pictures, at the sound 

of words. Each for himself and yet together, 

the Swiss illustrator Hannes Binder and the 

Austrian author Heinz Janisch take a trip into 

this loneliness. Trustingly, we follow Janisch’s 

poetic language, which calmly and without frills 

sets the direction - and plunge headlong into 

the mostly black-and-white depths of Binder’s 

pictorial worlds: an architectural journey 

through time and cities in the mind of a boy 

leafing through a book.

Vielleicht ist es die schönste Form von 

Einsamkeit: Ein Kind verliert sich beim 

Betrachten von Bildern, beim Klang von Worten 

in eine Phantasiewelt. Jeder für sich und doch 

gemeinsam machen der Schweizer Illustrator 

Hannes Binder und der österreichische Autor 

Heinz Janisch einen Ausflug in diese Einsamkeit. 

Vertrauensvoll folgen wir Janischs poetischer 

Sprache, die ruhig und schnörkellos die 

Richtung vorgibt – und stürzen kopfüber in 

die mehrheitlich schwarzweissen Tiefen der 

Bildwelten Binders: Eine architektonischen Zeit- 

und Städtereise im Kopf eines Jungen, der in 

einem Buch blättert.

WorldCat record

8 Adrienne Barman
Drôle d’encyclopédie
[Creaturepedia: Welcome to the Greatest Show on Earth]
La joie de lire, 2013 • ISBN 9782889081875

WorldCat author record 

This colorful encyclopedia not only presents 

us 614 animals, but also assembles them 

according to astonishing criteria. Their colour, 

for example, with “The snow whites”, “The coal 

blacks”, and “The candy pinks”. Their aptitudes: 

“The architects”, “The faithful”, “The champions 

of apnea” or “The fast ones” who are already out 

of the page ... The Geneva-based illustrator does 

not add anything but she stages her characters, 

caricatures their postures or expresses their 

particularities through mimics or gestures. She 

thus confers personality, playfulness and poetry 

to the animals. A pleasure for the eyes, serious 

and playful at the same time.

Cette encyclopédie colorée nous présente non 

seulement 614 animaux mais elle assemble 

ces derniers selon des critères étonnants. 

Leur couleur, par exemple, avec «Les blanc 

neige», «Les noir charbon», en passant par 

«Les rose bonbon». Leurs aptitudes aussi : «Les 

architectes», «Les fidèles», «Les champions de 

l’apnée» ou «Les rapides» qui sont déjà hors de 

la page … L’illustratrice genevoise ne rajoute 

rien mais elle met en scène ses personnages, 

caricature leurs postures ou exprime leurs 

particularités à travers des mimiques ou 

des gestes. Elle confère ainsi personnalité, 

enjouement et poésie aux animaux. Un plaisir 

pour les yeux, sérieux et ludique tout à la fois.

https://www.atlantisverlag.ch/heinz-janisch-und-hannes-binder-ich-ging-in-schuhen-aus-gras/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Ich+ging+in+Schuhen+aus+Gras
https://www.lajoiedelire.ch/auteurs/albertine/
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9 Claudia de Weck
Gugus Dada [Cuckoo! Peekaboo!]
Aracari, 20172 • ISBN  9783905945201

 WorldCat record  

The illustrator takes the game of hide-and-

seek “Cuckoo? Peekaboo?”, usually played with 

great perseverance by small children, as her 

starting point for an interactive cardboard 

book. Is someone trying to put on his sweater? 

And who has crawled into the toothbrush jar? 

After turning the pages, the animal that was 

just almost completely hidden beams at us in 

full size with a “Peekaboo!” Every child will join 

in! After many funny situations from a toddler’s 

daily life, the book ends with a glimpse onto a 

bed in which a child sleeps blissfully among all 

the animals we have discovered before.

Die Illustratorin nimmt das von kleinen Kindern 

meist mit viel Ausdauer gespielte Versteck- und 

Auffind-Spiel «Gugus? Dada!» zum Anlass für 

ein interaktiv angelegtes Pappbuch. Versucht 

da jemand seinen Pullover anzuziehen? Und 

wer ist dort ins Zahnputzglas gekrochen? 

Nach dem Blättern strahlt uns ein eben noch 

fast vollständig verborgenes Tier mit einem 

zum Mitsprechen auffordernden «Dada!» in 

voller Grösse entgegen. Da macht wohl jedes 

Kind mit! Nach vielen fröhlichen Situationen 

aus einem Kinderalltag endet das Buch mit 

einem Blick auf ein Bett, in welchem ein Kind 

selig zwischen all den zuvor entdeckten Tieren 

schläft.

https://www.aracari.ch/page/de/buecher/detail?id=267


Turkey
Books from

The co-ordination of the top ten picture books for Turkey was undertaken 
by Sevgi Arıoğlu member of the IFLA Libraries for Children and Young Adult 
Section in 2022. The list of illustrated children’s books which are about the 
reflections of Turkish culture, family, society, values, friendship, nature and 
life was determined based on feedback from publishers, authors and school 
librarians.

Türkiye’nin en iyi on resimli çocuk kitabı listesinin koordinatörlüğünü 2022 
yılında Sevgi Arıoğlu üstlendi. Türk kültürü, aile, arkadaşlık, toplum, değerler, 
dostluk, doğa ve yaşamın yansımalarını konu alan resimli çocuk kitaplarından 
oluşan liste, yayınevleri, yazarlar ve okul kütüphanecilerinden gelen geri 
bildirimler doğrultusunda belirlendi.

Contact:   Sevgi Arıoğlu 
KOC School Libraries Manager, IASL Regional Director 

 IFLA Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section
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1 Hacer Kılcıoğlu • Reha Barış , ill.
Aydede Her Yerde [ Grandpa Moon is Everywhere]

The common feature of the 16 stories in the 

book, which was selected as the Best Children’s 

Stories of 2012 by the Children and Youth 

Publications Association (ÇGYD), is Grandpa 

Moon. Taking the reader on an impressive 

journey through different geographies, 

countries, cities and cultures in the company of 

Grandpa Moon, the book reminds us that we are 

all living beings of the same Earth, no matter 

how different our lives may be, and makes us 

laugh with its humorous style. In stories from 

Peru to Spain, Vietnam to Finland, Bosnia to 

Egypt, Turkey to China, beloved characters such 

as Atatürk, Baris Manço and Anne Frank pop up 

in the stories. The stories, coloured with word 

games, original phrases and alliteration, enrich 

the reader’s language and expression.

Çocuk ve Gençlik Yayınları Derneği (ÇGYD) 

tarafından 2012 Yılın En İyi Çocuk Öyküleri 

seçilen kitapta yer alan 16 öykünün ortak 

özelliği, Aydede. Okuru Aydede’nin eşliğinde 

değişik coğrafyalarda; ülkeler, kentler ve 

kültürler arasında etkileyici bir yolculuğa 

çıkaran kitap, yaşantılar ne denli farklılaşsa da 

sonuçta aynı Dünya’nın canlıları olduğumuzu 

hatırlatıyor; esprili üslubuyla güldürüyor. 

Peru’dan İspanya’ya, Vietnam’dan Finlandiya’ya, 

Bosna’dan Mısır’a, Türkiye’den Çin’e uzanan 

öykülerde okurun karşısına Atatürk, Barış 

Manço, Anne Frank gibi sevilen karakterler de 

çıkıveriyor. Sözcük oyunları, özgün deyişler ve 

ses tekrarlarıyla renklenen öyküler, okurun dilini 

ve anlatımını zenginleştirecek nitelikte.

WorldCat record

Günışığı Kitaplığı, 2022 • ISBN 9786054603176

mailto:sevgia@koc.k12.tr
https://www.worldcat.org/title/850764364?oclcNum=850764364
https://gunisigikitapligi.com/kitaplar/gulumseten-oykuler-dizisi/galatanin-tembel-martisi/
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2 Mavisel Yener • Esin Güler, ill. 
Atatürk’ü Tanıyalım  [Let’s get to know Atatürk]

Let’s get to know Atatürk is a picture book that 

tells children about Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’s 

life, love of nature and love of animals in the 

form of a comic book. It is a book with plenty 

of surprises that makes a fun invitation to the 

world of comics. Mavisel Yener, the strong pen 

of our children’s literature, reflects M. Kemal 

Atatürk’s family, his childhood, his sharp mind, 

his school years, his belief in the struggle for 

liberation and his farsightedness. His  book-

loving, animal-loving, nature-loving side, 

the importance he attached to art, and the 

evidence of his peaceful, compassionate and 

playful personality.

Atatürk’ü Tanıyalım , Mustafa Kemal Atatürk’ün 

hayatını, doğa sevgisini ve hayvan sevgisini 

çocuklara çizgi roman şeklinde anlatan bir 

resimli kitaptır. Çizgi roman dünyasına eğlenceli 

bir davet yapan, bol sürprizli bir kitaptır. 

Çocuk edebiyatımızın güçlü kalemi Mavisel 

Yener, M. Kemal Atatürk’ün öyküleştirilmiş 

anıların penceresinden bakarken  M. Kemal’in 

ailesini, çocukluğunu, keskin zekâsını, okul 

yıllarını, kurtuluş mücadelesindeki inancını, 

ileri görüşlülüğünü, kitapsever, hayvansever, 

doğasever yanını, sanata verdiği önemi, barışçıl, 

merhametli, şakacı kişiliğinin kanıtlarını 

yansıtmaktadır. 

Bilgi Yayınevi, 2020 • ISBN 9789752207974

Worldcat author record

3 Sevtap Sarıca
Ayşe’nin Kilimleri  [Ayşe’s Rugs]

Ayşe’s mother weaves rugs. It is a magical world 

that transforms roots into colours, patterns into 

words, and has its own language and music. 

Will Ayşe be able to learn this riddling language 

and solve the secret of this magic? Written and 

illustrated by Sevtap Sarıca, Ayşe’nin Kilimleri 

tells the story of a little girl growing up in 

Anatolia. Communication with family, gender 

equality, past - present - future, traditional 

arts, socio cultural awareness, labour, skills, 

professions, time management and hard work 

are discussed.

Ayşe’nin annesi kilim dokuyor. Annesinin 

annesi, hatta onun annesi de öyle. Kökleri 

renge, desenleri kelimelere dönüştüren, kendi 

dili ve müziği olan sihirli bir dünya bu. Ayşe 

bu bilmece gibi dili öğrenebilecek ve bu sihrin 

sırrını çözebilecek mi? Sevtap Sarıca’nın yazıp 

resimlediği Ayşe’nin Kilimleri’nde Anadolulu 

küçük bir kızın büyüme öyküsü anlatılıyor.  Aile 

ile iletişim, toplumsal cinsiyet eşitliği, geçmiş 

- şimdi - gelecek, geleneksel sanatlar, sosyo 

kültürel farkındalık, emek, beceri, meslekler, 

zaman yönetimi  ve alınteri konularına 

değinilmektedir. 

Nesin Yayınevi, 2020 • ISBN 9786052780572

WorldCat Record

https://www.bilgiyayinevi.com.tr/ataturku-taniyalim
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Mavisel+Yener++&author=Yener%2C+Mavisel&audience=juv
https://www.nesinyayinevi.com/urun/aysenin-kilimleri
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=au=%22Sar%C4%B1ca%2C%20Sevtap%22
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4 Şafak Okdemir
Nice Ninenin Zeytinleri  [Nice Grandma’s Olives] 

A single morning - five stories about the same 

morning...Grandma Nice’s Olive is the story of 

humanity who thinks they own the world and 

the people who have made olive trees their 

friends. Şafak Okdemir tells an unforgettable 

struggle with her paintings and puts a stop to 

the cruelty of self-deceiving human beings with 

the true owners of the world. We first hear the 

story from the mouth of an olive tree. The oldest 

olive tree in the region tells the reader a short 

history of olives from antiquity to the present 

day. Rather than the idea that we should love 

and protect the olive tree because it gives us its 

fruit, the story emphasizes how the olive tree 

is a part of nature, a stakeholder of the plain 

where it lives. It talks about the interactions 

between humans, animals and trees

Tek bir sabah, aynı sabahı anlatan beş öykü…

Nice Nine’nin Zeytini dünyanın sahibi olduğunu 

zanneden insanlığın ve zeytin ağaçlarını 

dostu bellemiş insanların hikâyesi. Şafak 

Okdemir, resimleriyle akıllardan çıkmayacak bir 

mücadele anlatırken kendini kandıran insanın 

acımasızlığına dünyanın gerçek sahipleriyle 

dur diyor. Hikâyeyi önce zeytin ağacının 

ağzından dinliyoruz. Bölgenin en yaşlı zeytini 

antikçağlardan günümüze zeytinin kısa tarihini 

okura anlatıyor. Zeytin ağacını sevmeliyiz, 

korumalıyız çünkü o bize meyvesini verir 

düşüncesinden çok zeytin ağacının doğanın, 

yaşadığı o ovanın nasıl bir parçası, paydaşı 

olduğuna vurgu yapılıyor. İnsanın, hayvanın 

ve ağacın birbirleriyle olan etkileşimlerinden 

bahsediliyor. 

Çınar Yayınları, 2022 • ISBN 9789753484916

WorldCat author record

5 Behiç Ak
Galata’nın Tembel Martısı [Lazy Sea Gull of Galata]

Unlike her older brother Emre, Hülya is not 

interested in either the Internet or technology. 

She has a way with animals and even sends 

any messages with pigeons. She becomes very 

worried when she hears that the Galata Tower 

next to her would be renovated and the tower 

would be surrounded with a protective curtain 

for the construction, because there are nests 

of swifts in the gaps between the rocks of the 

tower. The brother and sister join hands to save 

the baby swifts and think of various methods 

to make themselves understood by the City 

Hall. What about Murteza, the sea gull of the 

neighbour’s, they wonder if it would make 

a move to save the baby swifts. The author 

has written over twenty children’s books and 

received many awards. This book was originally 

published  in 2011. 

Ağabeyi Emre’nin tersine, Hülya’nın internetle 

de teknolojiyle de işi yoktu. Hayvanların 

dilinden anlar, mesajlarını bile güvercinlerle 

iletirdi o. Komşu oldukları Galata Kulesi’nde 

onarım başlayacağını, kulenin çepeçevre bir 

inşaat perdesiyle kapatılacağını öğrenince, çok 

endişelendi. Çünkü, kulenin taşları arasında 

ebâbil yuvaları vardı. Ebâbil yavrularını 

kurtarmak için el ele veren iki kardeş, belediyeye 

dertlerini anlatabilmek için çeşitli yöntemler 

düşündüler. Peki ya mahallenin martısı Murteza, 

yavruları kurtarmak için yerinden kıpırdayacak 

mıydı acaba? Yazar, yirminin üzerinde çocuk 

kitabı yazmıştır ve bir çok ödül almıştır.Bu kitap 

2011 yılında basılmıştır. 

Günışığı Kitaplığı, 2022 • ISBN 9789944717656

WorldCat record    Author profile 

https://www.kirmizikedi.com/nice-ninenin-zeytini-kitabi-safak-okdemir
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=%C5%9Eafak+Okdemir++++&author=Okdemir%2C+S%CC%A7afak
https://gunisigikitapligi.com/kitaplar/gulumseten-oykuler-dizisi/galatanin-tembel-martisi/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Galata%E2%80%99n%C4%B1n+Tembel+Mart%C4%B1s%C4%B1++
https://en.gunisigikitapligi.com/people/behic-ak/
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6 Sara Şahinkanat • Feridun Oral, ill. 
Yavru Ahtapot Olmak Çok Zor  [It’s Hard Being a Baby Octopus]

Sara Şahinkanat is a writer who also enjoys 

being with children and communicating with 

them. This story she wrote to her son Tan, who 

was ‘not easy to dress’ when he was little, sheds 

light on the common problem of all children. 

Having to do things you can’t handle day after 

day, getting out of your warm bed, going to 

school, having breakfast in the morning, trying 

to keep up with the world of adults... it is very 

difficult. The story ends with Nino saving an eel 

and its eggs whose house is about to collapse, 

precisely because he is an octopus. Nino realizes 

that being an octopus is not a bad thing and 

that he can even be proud of it. Şahinkanat’s 

poetic narrative is complemented by Oral’s lines 

that harmonize with this narrative. 

Sara Şahinkanat, çocuklarla birlikte olmaktan, 

onlarla iletişimde bulunmaktan da keyif alan 

bir yazar. Küçükken giydirmesi pek de kolay 

olmayan oğlu Tan’a yazdığı bu hikaye aslında 

bütün çocukların ortak derdine ışık tutuyor.  

Altından kalkamadığın şeyleri her gün üst üste 

yapmak zorunda kalmak, sıcacık yatağından 

kalkıp okula gitmek, sabah kahvaltı etmek, 

büyüklerin dünyasına yetişmeye çalışmak… 

çok zor. Hikaye, Nino’nun, evi yıkılmak üzere 

olan bir yılanbalığı ve onun yumurtalarını, 

tam da ahtapot olduğu için kurtarmasıyla 

sonlanıyor. Nino, ahtapot olmanın aslında 

kötü bir şey olmadığını ve hatta bununla gurur 

duyabileceğini fark ediyor. Şahinkanat’ın şiirsel 

anlatımı, Oral’ın bu anlatıma uyum sağlayan 

çizgileriyle tamamlanıyor. 

Yapı Kredi Yayınları, 2021 • ISBN 9789750814662

WorldCat record

7 Züleyha Ersingün • Müjde Başkale, ill. 
Lori’nin Masalı  [Lori’s Tale]

Züleyha Ersingün, a popular author of 

contemporary children’s literature, dissipates a 

child’s school anxiety with the healing power of 

literature. Müjde Başkale’s drawings between 

dream and reality invite readers to the streets of 

an ancient city. Lori has birds, apricot trees and 

cheerful songs. Her grandmother has fairy tales 

and deep lines... Every evening, when the first 

star appears, her grandmother tells Lori a story, 

and Lori asks her grandmother about the lines 

on her face. The days come and go like this, and 

fall comes. Lori reluctantly starts school, and 

her grandmother forgets the fairy tales. Both 

stop talking. One day, Lori sees a book on the 

teacher’s desk, remembers the peacock tale, her 

fears disappear, her voice is heard again.

Çağdaş çocuk edebiyatının sevilen yazarı 

Züleyha Ersingün, bir çocuğun okul kaygısını 

edebiyatın iyileştirici gücüyle dağıtıyor. Müjde 

Başkale’nin düşle gerçek arası çizimleri 

ise okurlarını kadim bir kentin sokaklarına davet 

ediyor.  Lori’nin kuşları, kayısı ağaçları ve neşeli 

şarkıları var. Ninesinin ise masalları ve derin 

çizgileri... Her akşam, ilk yıldız göründüğünde 

ninesi Lori’ye masal anlatır, Lori de ninesine 

yüzündeki çizgileri sorar. Günler böyle gelip 

geçer, güz gelir. Lori istemeye istemeye 

okula başlar, ninesi de masalları unutur. 

Her ikisi de susup konuşmaz olur. Bir gün 

öğretmenin masasında bir kitap görür Lori, 

tavus kuşu masalını hatırlar, korkuları kaybolur, 

sesi yeniden duyulur. 

Kırmızı Kedi Çocuk, 2022 • ISBN 9786254181641

Author site 

https://www.yapikrediyayinlari.com.tr/yavru-ahtapot-olmak-cok-zor.aspx
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1344387365
https://www.facebook.com/cocukveedebiyat
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9 Fatih Erdoğan 
Kemancı Ayı Masalı  [The Tale of Violinist Bear]

The story of the Violinist Bear, which tells the 

tale of Bear Bingo’s journey to learn to play the 

violin, shows that many obstacles can come 

between us and our goals, but if we really want 

to do something, don’t give up, and work hard, 

we can succeed. Rough Bear Bingo becomes 

obsessed with learning to play the violin, one of 

the most elegant musical instruments we can 

think of. At first, he is not very successful and is 

exposed to negative criticism and discouraging 

reactions from the animals (the community) 

in the forest, but he doesn’t give up. Despite 

all the criticism, Bear Bingo does not give up 

on his goal, but when winter comes, he must 

fight his own nature. Winter sleep takes hold of 

Bingo’s eyes, but he perseveres and continues to 

practice the violin.”

Ayı Bingo’nun keman çalmayı öğrenme 

serüvenini anlatan Kemancı Ayı Masalı, 

hedeflerimizle aramıza pek çok engelin 

girebileceğini ancak bir şeyi yapmayı gerçekten 

çok istersek, vazgeçmezsek ve çok çalışırsak 

başarılı olabileceğimizi anlatıyor. Kaba saba 

Ayı Bingo, aklımıza gelen en zarif müzik 

aletlerinden biri olan kemanı çalmayı öğrenme 

tutkusuna kapılıyor. Ancak başlarda pek başarılı 

olamıyor ve ormandaki hayvanların (toplumun) 

negatif eleştirilerine, heves kırıcı tepkilerine 

maruz kalıyor; ama yılmıyor. Ayı Bingo tüm 

eleştirilere rağmen amacından vazgeçmez 

ancak kış geldiğinde kendi doğasıyla savaşmak 

zorundadır. Kış uykusu bastırır Bingo’nun 

gözlerine ama o yılmaz ve keman çalışmaya 

devam eder. 

Mavibulut, 2021 • ISBN 978 9753103145

WorldCat record 

8 Füsun Çetinel • Yusuf Tansu Özel, ill.  
Küçük Pis Yeşil Böcek  [The Little Nasty Green Beetle] 

Füsun Çetinel invites her readers into the world 

of Aziz who migrated to Istanbul. He listens to 

the voices of a child and a small insect rising 

among the flood of people, escalators, subway 

stations and concrete city pillars. The novel 

paints a portrait of city life and a group of 

city dwellers returning from work and school 

through the naive eyes of a child who misses 

his life in the village. It identifies his longing for 

freedom with a small insect’s struggle to escape 

from the subway. The novel, which attracts 

attention with its strong descriptions and fluent 

narration, blends modern people’s prejudices 

against immigration and those who do not 

look like them with the feelings of a child who 

does not tolerate marginalization, and winks at 

hope.

Füsun Çetinel, okurlarını İstanbul’a göç eden 

Aziz’in dünyasına davet ediyor. Bir çocuğun 

ve küçük bir böceğin, insan seli, yürüyen 

merdivenler, metro istasyonları ve betondan 

şehir sütunları arasında yükselen sesine kulak 

veriyor. Roman, kent yaşamının ve işinden 

okulundan dönen bir grup kent insanının 

portresini, köydeki yaşamını özleyen bir 

çocuğun naif gözünden çiziyor. Onun özgürlük 

özlemini, küçük bir böceğin metrodan kurtulma 

çabasıyla özdeşleştiriyor. Güçlü betimlemeleri ve 

akıcı anlatımıyla dikkati çeken roman, modern 

insanın göçmenliğe ve kendine benzemeyenlere 

dair önyargılarını, bir çocuğun ötekileştirmeye 

aman vermeyen duygularıyla harmanlıyor, 

umuda göz kırpıyor. 

Gunisiği Kitaplığı, 2019 • ISBN 9786059405874

WorldCat author record

https://www.mavibulut.com.tr/kemanci-ayi-masali-urun241.html
https://www.worldcat.org/title/67037179?oclcNum=67037179
https://gunisigikitapligi.com/kitaplar/kucuk-pis-yesil-bocek/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=F%C3%BCsun+%C3%87etinel&itemType=book&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-thsis%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint
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10 Özge Bahar Sunar 
Kirpi ve Sergi [Hedgehog and Exhibition] 

One day before the schools were due to open, 

a little hedgehog was wandering in the forest 

when he had a small accident and injured his 

fingers. With great enthusiasm, the hedgehog 

went to school, listened carefully to the 

lessons, but could not participate in writing 

exercises with his bandaged fingers. The teacher 

announced that the following week there would 

be an ‘a’ letter exhibition, inviting all the animals 

in the forest to participate by creating the most 

beautiful ‘a’ letters. This marked the beginning 

of an adventure for the little hedgehog. Despite 

his injured fingers, the little hedgehog did not 

lose hope and managed to create three different 

‘a’ letters that were beyond the ordinary. He 

inspired his classmates for the next exhibition. 

Okulların açılmasına bir gün kala küçük kirpi 

ormanda gezerken ufak bir kaza geçirir ve 

parmakları sargıya alınır. Büyük bir hevesle 

okula gidip gelen kirpi, dersleri dikkatle 

dinler ancak sargılı parmaklarıyla yazı yazma 

çalışmalarına katılamaz. Öğretmeni, bir 

sonraki hafta tüm ormanın davet edildiği bir 

‘a’ harfi sergisi düzenleyeceğini ve sınıftaki 

tüm hayvanların sergiye en güzel ‘a’ harflerini 

yaparak katılması gerektiğini söyler ve küçük 

kirpi için macera başlar. Sargılı parmaklarına 

rağmen umutsuzluğa düşmeyen küçük kirpi 

alışılagelmişin dışında üç farklı ‘a’ harfi yaratmayı 

başarır ve sınıf arkadaşlarına bir sonraki sergi 

için ilham vermiş olur. 

Redhouse Kidz, FB page, 2017 • ISBN 9786052079041 

Worldcat author record    

https://openlibrary.org/authors/OL9591107A/%C3%96zge_Bahar_Sunar
https://www.facebook.com/RedhouseKidz/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=%C3%96zge+Bahar+Sunar&limit=10&offset=11


Ukraine
Books from

Representatives of the National Library of Ukraine for Children and the 
Ukrainian Association of Library Workers for Children are grateful to IFLA 
for the honour of presenting the best Ukrainian books for children on this 
list. Some of these books have won prestigious awards and prizes at the 
international level. In contrast, others have raised many generations of 
Ukrainians and taught them to respect and cherish kindness and curiosity. 
Reading them also consoles children who have lost their homes due to 
the war and supports their faith in justice. The books were selected by the 
National Library of Ukraine for Children, together with librarians and readers 
of libraries for children from all over Ukraine.

Представники Національної бібліотеки України для дітей та Української 
асоціації працівників бібліотек для дітей вдячні IFLA за честь 
представляти найкращі українські книги для дітей у цьому списку. Деякі 
з зазначених книг відзначені престижними нагородами та преміями на 
світовому рівні, інші — виростили не одне покоління українців, навчили 
їх шануватися і плекати доброту і допитливість. А ще читання їх втішає 
зараз дітей, що через війну залишилися без домівок, і підтримує віру 
у справедливість. У відборі книг брали участь фахівці Національної 
бібліотеки України для дітей, а також бібліотекарі та читачі бібліотек для 
дітей з усієї України.

Contact:  Liudmyla Polikarpova
National Library of Ukraine for Children Deputy Director
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1 Ivan Franko • Kost’ Lavro, ill.
Фарбований Лис  [The Painted Fox]
A-BA-BA-HA-LA-MA-HA, 2014 • ISBN  978-617-585-079-4

WorldCat record

This is one of the most famous fairy tales by Ivan 

Franko, a well-known Ukrainian writer, poet, 

and playwright. The dashing and self-confident 

Fox strives to impress his fellows with his 

unprecedented thieving dexterity. Even when 

he gets into terrible trouble, the cunning Fox 

turns everything to his advantage. However, 

in his boundless arrogance, he forgot a wise 

saying: “You can go through the world with a lie, 

but you can’t go back.” Kost’ Lavro, a favourite 

artist of Ukrainian children, illustrated the fairy 

tale. In 2017, the book was included in the White 

Ravens International Catalogue.

Це одна з найвідоміших казок Івана 

Франка, знаменитого українського 

письменника, поета, драматурга. Хвацький 

і самовпевнений Лис аж зі шкури пнеться, 

щоб вразити своїх товаришів нечуваною 

злодійською спритністю. Навіть утрапивши 

в страшну халепу, хитрому Лисові вдається 

обернути все на свою користь. Однак у 

безмежній самозакоханості він забув одну 

мудру приказку: «Неправдою світ пройдеш, 

а назад не вернешся»… Ілюстрував казку 

улюблений художник української малечі 

Кость Лавро. Книга у 2017 році  увійшла у 

Міжнародний каталог «Білі Круки».	

mailto:%09Liudmyla%09Polikarpova
https://store.ababahalamaha.com.ua/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1027753599?oclcNum=1027753599
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2 Ivan Andrusiak • Olga Kuznetsova,ill.
Зайчикова книжечка  [Bunny’s book]
Fountain of Fairy Tales, 2018 • ISBN 978-3-7026-5584-6

WorldCat record

This is one of the best books by the 

contemporary Ukrainian poet Ivan Andrusiak. 

These are slightly playful, sometimes 

thoughtful, often funny, sometimes tender, 

and always kind stories that Bunny Dad tells 

his little bunnies, and then it turns out that 

all these adventures happened to Dad himself 

when he was little. With illustrations by Olha 

Kuznetsova, the book admires and effortlessly 

reveals the themes of friendship, mutual 

assistance, and a healthy lifestyle. Poetic fairy 

tales are intended for reading aloud to a child 

and for independent reading by children. For 

this book, the writer got the Prize of the Cabinet 

of Ministers of Ukraine named after Lesia 

Ukrainka for the best Literary and Artistic works 

for Children and Youth in 2018.

Одна з найкращих книжок сучасного 

українського поета Івана Андрусяка. 

Це трохи пустотливі, іноді задумливі, 

часто веселі, подекуди ніжні й неодмінно 

добрі історії, які Зайчик-тато розповідає 

своїм маленьким зайченятам, — а відтак 

з’ясовується, що всі ці пригоди трапилися з 

самим татом тоді, коли він був маленьким. 

Книжка захоплює ілюстраціями Ольги 

Кузнецової та легко розкриває теми дружби, 

взаємодопомоги, здорового способу життя. 

Віршовані казки призначені для читання 

дитині вголос та для самостійного дитячого 

читання. За цю книгу у 2018 році письменник 

отримав Премію Кабінету міністрів України 

імені Лесі Українки за літературно-мистецькі 

твори для дітей та юнацтва.

3 Volodymyr Rutkivsky • Nataliia Kudliak, ill. 
Злюще цапище  [The Angry Giant Goat]
Old Lion Publishing House, 2022 • ISBN 978-966-448-012-0

WorldCat record

This is a fascinating and witty story about the 

unusual friendship between the boy Severynko 

and a giant goat named the Angry Giant Goat 

by villagers. The book is ideal for family reading 

and further discussion with parents. The witty 

fairy tale is filled with humour and adventures 

that interest children of all ages. The author 

skilfully shows that friendship can connect even 

the most unusual characters. Thanks to Nataliia 

Kudliak’s illustrations, the events in the book 

become dynamic and fun, just as the author 

dreamed. After all, the drawings perfectly reflect 

the atmosphere of childhood and nature.

Це захоплива і дотепна історія про 

незвичайну дружбу між хлопчиком 

Северинком та велетенським цапом, якого 

в селі назвали Злюще Цапище. Книжка 

ідеально підійде для родинного читання 

та подальшого обговорення в колі батьків. 

Дотепна казка наповнена гумором та 

пригодами, що зацікавлять дітей різного віку. 

Автор майстерно показує, що дружба може 

з’єднувати навіть найбільш незвичайних 

персонажів. Завдяки ілюстраціям Наталі 

Кудляк події в книзі стають динамічними та 

веселими, як і мріяв автор. Адже малюнки 

чудово відображають атмосферу дитинства 

та природу, що навколо.

https://www.worldcat.org/title/1027753599?oclcNum=1027753599
file:///C:\Users\Annie\Dropbox\IFLA\Picture%20Book%20project\3rd%20edition\Country%20Lists\Edited%20CS\starylev.com.ua
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=978-966-448-012-0


THE  WORLD  THROUGH  PICTURE  BOOKS    •    BOOKS  FROM  UKRAINE    •    274

4 Taras Shevchenko • Kateryna Shtanko, ill. 
У нашім раї на землі… [In our paradise on earth…]
Veselka, 2016 • ISBN 978-966-01-6013-2

WorldCat illustrator record

This book is the first acquaintance with the 

work of the brilliant Ukrainian poet Taras 

Shevchenko. It contains simple works from 

the Kobzar for children. The collection includes 

poetry and poems about maternal happiness 

and maternal grief, the hard life of peasant 

children during the serfage, human wisdom, 

the glorious and historical past of Ukrainians, 

and the poet’s great love for his native people. 

This book is incredible, without exaggeration, 

thanks to the illustrations by the already well-

known illustrator Kateryna Shtanko.

Ця книжка — перше знайомство із творчістю 

геніального українського поета Тараса 

Григоровича Шевченка. В ній зібрані 

доступні для дітей твори з «Кобзаря». 

До збірки увійшли вірші та поеми про 

материнське щастя й материнське горе, 

важке життя селянських дітей за часів 

кріпаччини, про людську мудрість, славну, 

історичну минувшину українців та велику 

любов поета до рідного народу. Ця книжка 

без перебільшення неймовірна завдяки 

ілюстраціям вже відомої ілюстраторки — 

Катерини Штанко.

5 Halyna Kyrpa • Oksana Bula, ill. 
Мій тато став зіркою  [My dad became a star]
Old Lion Publishing House, 2015 • ISBN 978-617-679-163-8

WorldCat record 

The writer’s book reveals the painful topic of the 

2014 Maidan in Kyiv through the eyes of a little 

girl. This is a touching story about the loss of 

her father, who will neither hug her tightly nor 

paint a poplar tree with her up to the sky, nor 

see her little sister, but will forever be a star. The 

heroine thinks deeply about not childish topics: 

death, barricades, hailstones, and refugees. 

The book impresses with the light of a child’s 

soul, thoughts, desires, and the truth that is 

so difficult to accept. And although the story 

is intended for a children’s audience, adults 

will also read it and feel it, perhaps more than 

children, because they understand the reasons 

for the protagonist’s sadness too well. The 

young and talented Oksana Bula created the 

book’s artistic design.

Книжка письменниці розкриває болючу тему 

Майдану 2014 року у Києві очима маленької 

дівчинки. Це — зворушлива оповідь про 

втрату рідного тата, який ніколи міцно-

міцно її не пригорне, не малюватиме з нею 

фарбами тополю аж до неба, не побачить 

її маленької сестрички, а назавжди стане 

зіркою. Героїня роздумує зовсім не про дитячі 

теми: смерть, барикади, гради та біженців. 

Книжка вражає світлом дитячої душі, 

думок, бажань, правдою, з якою так важко 

змиритися. І хоча оповідання розраховане 

на дитячу аудиторію, дорослі її теж будуть 

читати, і переживатимуть, можливо, більше, 

ніж діти, бо занадто добре розуміють 

причини смутку головної героїні. Художнє 

оформлення книга  вдало здійснила молода, 

талановита Оксана Була.

https://www.facebook.com/veselka.vydavnytstvo/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Kateryna+Shtanko&audience=juv
file:///C:\Users\Annie\Dropbox\IFLA\Picture%20Book%20project\3rd%20edition\Country%20Lists\Edited%20CS\starylev.com.ua
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=%D0%9C%D1%96%D0%B9+%D1%82%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%BE+%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2+%D0%B7%D1%96%D1%80%D0%BA%D0%BE%D1%8E++
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6 Lesia Voronyna • Kateryna Shtanko,ill. 
Різдвяна казка від слона Ґудзика                                                                     
[Christmas story by Button the Elephant]
Old Lion Publishing House, 2013 • ISBN 978-617-679-041-9

WorldCat author record

The book is about the adventures of Yasi and 

an unusual elephant that the girl found under 

a lilac bush. It was a small elephant, but it was 

also magical. He could easily conjure up winter 

and take the golden-haired Yasya to a Christmas 

fairy tale. The girl had to compete with 

decoy wizards, rescue Martin the deer from a 

dangerous trap, and have fun with all the forest 

inhabitants at the fabulous Christmas carnival 

organized by the elephant Button! The fairy tale 

is complemented by beautiful illustrations by 

the famous artist Kateryna Shtanko.

Книга про пригоди Ясі та незвичайного 

слоника, якого дівчинка знайшла під 

кущем бузку. І був він маленьким та ще й 

чарівним. Таким, що вміє легко начарувати 

зиму та забрати із собою золотоволосу 

Ясю у різдвяну казку. Дівчинці довелося 

змагатися з підступними чаклунами-

заманюками, рятувати з небезпечної пастки 

оленя Мартина і разом з усіма лісовими 

мешканцями веселитися на казковому 

Різдвяному карнавалі, що його влаштував 

слон Ґудзик! Казка доповнена чудовими 

ілюстраціями відомої художниці Катерини 

Штанко.

7 Romana Romanyshyn, Andrii Lesiv, Romana Romanyshyn • Andrii Lesiv, ills.

Війна, що змінила Рондо [The War that have changed Rondo]
Old Lion Publishing House, 2015 • ISBN 978-617-679-105-8

WorldCat record

This book is a reason to have a thoughtful 

conversation with children about war having 

neither a heart nor a language, but it touches 

everyone and leaves scars on everyone. But if 

we build a machine of light together and learn 

to sing against all odds, even the most tender 

creatures can survive and win. In 2015, the book 

received several awards: it won the LitAccent 

of the Year Award in the Poetry and Prose for 

Children nomination, was included in the White 

Ravens International Catalogue, and received a 

special mention at the Bologna Ragazzi Award 

in the New Horizons category.

Ця книга — привід для вдумливої розмови 

з дітьми про те, що війна не має серця і 

не розуміє жодної мови, зате торкається 

кожного і на всіх залишає шрами. Та якщо 

спільно збудувати машину світла і навчитися 

співати попри все, тоді навіть найтендітніші 

істоти зможуть вистояти й перемогти. У 

2015 році книжка отримала ряд відзнак: 

стала переможцем премії «ЛітАкцент року» у 

номінації «Поезія і проза для дітей», увійшла 

до Міжнародного каталогу «Білі круки» та 

здобула спеціальну відзнаку Міжнародного 

конкурсу Bologna Ragazzi Award у категорії 

«Нові горизонти».

file:///C:\Users\Annie\Dropbox\IFLA\Picture%20Book%20project\3rd%20edition\Country%20Lists\Edited%20CS\starylev.com.ua
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3D%22Voronyna%2C+Lesi%EF%B8%A0a%EF%B8%A1%22&audience=juv
file:///C:\Users\Annie\Dropbox\IFLA\Picture%20Book%20project\3rd%20edition\Country%20Lists\Edited%20CS\starylev.com.ua
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=%D0%92%D1%96%D0%B9%D0%BD%D0%B0%2C+%D1%89%D0%BE+%D0%B7%D0%BC%D1%96%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0+%D0%A0%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B4%D0%BE+
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8 Sashko Dermanskyi • Rostyslav Popskyi,ill.
Різдвяна крамничка тітоньки Мальви [Aunt Malva’s Christmas shop]
A-BA-BA-HA-LA-MA-HA, 2023 • ISBN 978-617-585-205-7

WorldCat record

Brilliant Ukrainian masters of pen and brush, 

Sashko Dermanskyi and Rostyslav Popsky, 

created this book. Popular Ukrainian literary 

prizes have awarded many of the author’s 

works, including the Coronation of the Word, 

the Golden Stork, and the Book of the Year. 

His works are characterized by colourful and 

attractive characters, funny stories, and exciting 

adventures, so children read them in one breath. 

This fairy tale is about Christmas, a holiday of 

miracles and light, a time of desirable gifts and 

sweet delicacies from the magic van shop of the 

kind and mysterious Aunt Malva. Everything 

around is filled with joyful laughter, melodies, 

and merry voices. The book fascinates everyone 

with its incredible Christmas spirit. It contains 

adventures, unobtrusive teaching, and deep 

good feelings.

Створили книжку блискучі українські 

майстри пера і пензля — Сашко Дерманський 

та Ростислав Попський. Багато робіт автора 

відзначені популярними українськими 

літературними преміями, серед яких 

«Коронація слова», «Золотий лелека», 

«Книга року». Його творам властиві яскраві 

і привабливі персонажі, веселі історії і 

захоплюючі пригоди, завдяки чому діти 

читають їх на одному диханні. Ця казка 

про Різдво – свято див і світла, час жаданих 

подарунків та солодкої смакоти із чарівного 

фургончика-крамнички доброї й загадкової 

тітоньки Мальви. Усе довкола тут повниться 

радісним сміхом, колядками, веселими 

голосами. Книга заворожує своїм неймовірно 

Різдвяним духом. В ній присутні і пригоди, 

і ненав›язливе повчання, і глибокі добрі 

почуття.	

9 Kateryna Yegorushkina • Sofiia Avdeeva,ill. 
Мої вимушені канікули	 [My forced holidays]
Vivat, 2022 • ISBN  978-966-682-901-6

Author’s link

This book is a heartbreaking, poignant story of 

a girl named Vira, written in diary format. With 

the outbreak of war, Vira describes in her diary 

completely different realities: air raid alerts, 

moving to the basement where she spends 

her forced ‘vacation’, cartoons about a mine 

danger, loss of electricity and communication, 

heavy shelling, and their family’s move to Lviv. 

However, the basement becomes a place of 

human rapprochement, mutual assistance, 

overcoming fear, growing up, and dreams. The 

story gives faith and hopes for the best and 

teaches us to seek inner light and strength. The 

book is perfectly complemented by beautiful 

illustrations by artist Sonia Avdeeva, adding 

depth and poignancy to the story. In addition, 

the book contains essential advice and calming 

practices for children by psychologist Svitlana 

Roiz.

Ця книга – щемлива, пронизлива історія 

дівчинки Віри, написана у вигляді 

щоденника. З початком війни Віра описує в 

щоденнику цілковито інші реалії: повітряну 

тривогу, переїзд до підвалу, у якому вона 

проводить вимушені «канікули», мультики 

про мінну небезпеку, зникнення світла та 

зв’язку, сильні обстріли, переїзд їхньої родини 

до Львова. Підвал стає місцем людського 

зближення, взаємодопомоги, долання 

страху, дорослішання, мрій. Розповідь дає 

віру та надію на краще, вчить шукати в собі 

внутрішнє світло і внутрішню силу. Книгу 

чудово доповнюють прекрасні ілюстрації 

художниці Соні Авдєєвої, які додають історії 

додаткової глибини та пронизливості. Крім 

того, книжка містить дуже важливі для 

дітей поради й заспокійливі практики від 

психологині Світлани Ройз.

https://store.ababahalamaha.com.ua/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=978-617-585-205-7
https://www.instagram.com/kateryna_yegorushkina/


THE  WORLD  THROUGH  PICTURE  BOOKS    •    BOOKS  FROM  UKRAINE    •    277

10 Vsevolod Nestaiko • Rostyslav Popskyi,ill. 
Тореадори з Васюківки   [Bullfighters from Vasyiukivka]
A-BA-BA-HA-LA-MA-HA, 2023 • ISBN 978-617-585-248-4

WorldCat record

“Bullfighters from Vasiukivka” is the first 

Ukrainian children’s bestseller. Finding 

something more fun and readable in our 

literature than this outstanding novel by 

Vsevolod Nestaiko isn’t easy. The book has 

been translated into twenty languages and is 

included in Andersen’s Honour List as one of the 

greatest works of world literature for children. 

In 2004, Vsevolod Nestaiko worked on a new 

edition of the “Bullfighters from Vasiukivka” with 

new, hilarious episodes from the boys’ summer 

adventures. And now it is time for a gift edition. 

With highly generous, apt, and surprisingly 

atmospheric illustrations by Rostyslav Popskyi, 

the favourite book of several Ukrainian 

generations received an utterly fresh reading.

Тореадори з Васюківки» — перший 

український дитячий бестселер. Важко 

знайти в нашій літературі щось веселіше й 

читабельніше, ніж ця неперевершена повість 

Всеволода Нестайка. Книгу перекладено 

двадцятьма мовами, внесено до Почесного 

списку Андерсена як один із найвидатніших 

творів світової літератури для дітей. 2004 

року Всеволод Нестайко опрацював нову 

редакцію «Тореадорів з Васюківки» з 

новими надзвичайно веселими епізодами 

з літніх пригод хлопчаків. І ось настав час 

подарункового видання. З надзвичайно 

щедрими, влучними і навдивовижу 

атмосферними ілюстраціями Ростислава 

Попського улюблена книжка кількох 

українських поколінь отримала абсолютно 

свіже прочитання.

https://store.ababahalamaha.com.ua/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=%D0%A2%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8+%D0%B7+%D0%92%D0%B0%D1%81%D1%8E%D0%BA%D1%96%D0%B2%D0%BA%D0%B8+


United Arab Emirates
(UAE)

Books from

The selection of the Emirati books has been made by the UAE Board on Books 
for Young People (UAEBBY). Each book has been chosen carefully by following 
a systematic process. First, we called for the Emirati publishers’ booklists or 
catalogues. At that point, we reviewed all of them and highlighted a shortlist 
of books based on its subject. After that, we had a chance during Sharjah 
International Book Fair in November 2021 to check the physical copies to 
be able to come up with the chosen 10 titles. Some of these titles have won 
different awards, including Etisalat Award for Arabic Children’s Literature, 
which is organised by UAEBBY. It implies that these books have been subject 
to arbitration by accredited experts as well. The final step was to read the 
selected books to the children and see their reactions, which makes us 
satisfied with our selection.

Contact:  Mohamed  Eman
The UAE Board on Books for Young People (UAEBBY)  Programs and Award Manager
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تم اختيار الكتب الإماراتية من قبل المجلس الإماراتي لكتب اليافعين )UAEBBY(. حيث تم اختيار 
كل كتاب بعناية باتباع عملية منهجية.

أولاً ، طلبنا قوائم الكتب أو الكتالوجات الخاصة بالناشرين الإماراتيين. في هذه المرحلة ، راجعناها 
جميعًا وأبرزنا قائمة قصيرة بالكتب بناءً على موضوعاتها. بعد ذلك ، أتيحت لنا الفرصة خلال معرض 
الشارقة الدولي للكتاب في نوفمبر 2021 للتحقق من النسخ الورقية حتى نتمكن من التوصل إلى 10 

عناوين مختارة. وقد حازت بعض هذه الكتب على جوائز مختلفة ، بما في ذلك جائزة اتصالات لكتاب 
الطفل والتي ينظمها المجلس الإماراتي لكتب اليافعين. هذا يعني أن هذه الكتب قد خضعت للتحكيم 

من قبل خبراء معتمدين ايضا.
كانت الخطوة الأخيرة هي قراءة الكتب المختارة للأطفال ورؤية ردود أفعالهم ، مما يجعلنا راضين عن 

اختيارنا.”

1 Amal Naser • Anita Barghigiani, ill. 
[Younis]   سنوي
Kalimat Group, 2019 • ISBN 9789948100867

Illustrators profile

Younis is a child with Downs syndrome. He 

likes to practice his own hobby of cooking. 

He sticks a drawing of a blue bird on all the 

desserts as his own trademark. He then places 

a dessert on all the doors in the village as a gift 

to the children. One day, Younis gets sick and 

the sweets disappear. The children discover 

the secret of the blue bird and they all come to 

check on him. Younis’ dream grows and he now 

has the famous Blue Bird Bakery! A warm story 

that encourages getting to know people from 

the inside and not letting physical appearances 

stand in the way of that; it encourages the 

spreading of love between people.

يونس طفل يعاني من متلازمة داون. يحبُّ أن يمارس هوايته 
الخاصة في الطبخ. يلصق على كل صنف من الحلويات رسمً 

لعصفور أزرق إنهّا علامته الخاصّة. ثم يضع على كل باب من 
أبواب القرية، مغلفًّا من الحلوى هدية للأطفال. وذات يوم مرض 

يونس، واختفت الحلويات، فاكتشف الأطفال سر العصفور الأزرق! 
وجاؤوا كلهّم للاطمئنان عليه. كبر حلم يونس وأصبح لديه مخبز 

العصفور الأزرق المشهور! قصّة دافئة، تشجّع على الغوص في عمق 
الإنسان بعيدًا عن الشكل الخارجي، وتحفّز على نشر المحبة بين 

الناس.

mailto:eman.m@uaebby.org.ae
https://kalimatgroup.ae/
https://anitabarghigiani.weebly.com/publications.html
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2 Mohanned Alakouse • Agata Wojakowska, ill. 
[The Dream Vendor]   مالحألا عئاب
Kalimat Group - The Dream Vendor, 2015 • ISBN 	9789948229742

The Dream Vendor drew his dreams with a 

wheelchair in the middle. He and his father were 

selling balloons to children. He stood with a 

balloon and whenever a child approaches him, 

he asks the child what his dream is and draws 

it on the balloon and blows it up to make the 

dream bigger. He sold balloons and made a lot of 

money and succeeded in buying a wheelchair for 

his mother. The story taps on a sensitive moral 

encouraging perseverance and the saving and 

shifting of monetary values to emotional and 

rewarding ones by achieving valuable dreams.

3 Mohanned Alakouse • Ashley Choukeir, ill. 
[Green Braids]  ءارضخ لئادج
Kalimat Group, 2017 • ISBN 9789948024934

Illustrator’s website

Amal is a simple girl whose hair has completely 

fallen out. Her head becomes shiny like silver 

and strange for people. Amal works with her 

mother in selling plants and herbs, and in her 

free time, she draws some heads with hair 

and other heads with no hair at all. Due to her 

unique head, she goes through some interesting 

adventures. Amal’s hair grows as she sells love 

flowers, for us to figure out that love is actually 

a remedy even for those who suffer from cancer.

رسم بائع الأحلام على لوحة أحلامه وفي منتصفها كرسيًّا متحركًا. 
كان هو ووالده يبيعان البالونات للأطفال في الساحة. وقف مع 
بالونه وكلما اقترب منه طفل يسأله ما هو حلمه ويرسمه على 

البالون وينفخه ليصبح الحلم أكبر. باع البالونات وجنى الكثير من 
النقود ونجح في شراء كرسي متحرك لأمه. قصة تحث الطفل على 
المثابرة في تحقيق أحلامه وأهمية ادخار النقود وقيمتها المعنوية 

والمادية في تحقيق الأحلام.

أمل بنت بسيطة فقدت كل شعرها؛ فصار رأسها الفضي مثيراً 
للاستغراب. تعمل أمل مع أمها في بيع الحشائش البرية، وترسم في 
أوقات الفراغ رؤوسًا بشعر ورؤوسًا بلا شعر، وتعيش بفضل رأسها 

المميز مغامرات لطيفة. ينبت شعر أمل التي تبيع أزهار الحب 
لنكتشف أن الحب دواءٌ حتى للمصابين بمرض السرطان.

4 Aisha Al Harthi • Baraa Awoor, ill. 
[The Monster and I]   شحولاو انا
Ashjar Publishing House, 2020 • ISBN 9789948365884

The beast of sadness comes after those we love 

are gone... It fills the void they leave behind... 

Little by little he takes away everything we have, 

friends, time and joy. How did the hero of the 

story defeat the monster? And to face life again 

with a brave heart?!

يأتي وحش الحزن بعد أن يرحل الذين نحبهم...يحتلّ الفراغ 
الذي تركوه خلفهم...وشيئاً فشيئاً يأخذ كل شيء نملكه؛ الأصدقاء، 
والوقت والفرح.كيف استطاع بطل القصّة أن يهزم الوحش؟ وأن 

يواجه الحياة من جديد بقلب شجاع؟!

https://kalimatgroup.ae/en/the-dream-vendor.html
https://kalimatgroup.ae/
https://www.ashleychoukeir.com/illustration
https://darashjar.com/
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5 Aisha Al Harthi • Hassan Manasrah, ill. 
[Nostalgia]  نينحلا
Ashjar Publishing House, 2019 • ISBN 9789948394396

WorldCat illustrator record

Hasan traveled, thinking that escaping from 

everything would make him a happy person... 

But what happened is that nostalgia visited him 

one night, then Hasan’s life changed...  When 

you open the door for Nostalgia, you will never 

be able to escape from it.

6 Dr. Naseeba Alozaibi • Hatem Ali, ill.
[Frown]   ةريشكت
Ashjar Publishing House, 2013 • ISBN 9789948438502

Illustrator’s website

See who is Frown? And what is its story? And 

what beautiful surprise awaits it? All of these 

questions will be answered, my friends, in this 

exciting story, the story of “Frown”.

سافر حسن، ظن أن الهروب من كل شيء سيجعله شخصًا سعيدًا... 
ولكن الذي حدث أن الحَنين زاره ذات ليلة، عندها تغيّت حياة 

حسن... فالحنين عندما تفتح له الباب لن تستطيع الهرب منه أبدًا. 

ترى من هي تكشيرة؟ وما هي حكايتها؟ وأي مفاجأة جميلة 
تنتظرها؟ كل هذه الأسئلة ستجدون إجابتها يا أصدقاء في هذه 

القصة المثيرة قصة “تكشيرة”.

7 Ameera Bu Kadra • Aly Elziny, ill. 
[Goodnight]   انتيب يف شحو
Al Hudhud publishing House, 2019 •ISBN 9789948249894

WorldCat illustrator record

My parents no longer live in the same house, 

but they still love me, I live in two houses, but 

every evening I still say:” Goodnight, Mama. 

Goodnight, Daddy.” Despite the separation of 

her parents, the main character of this story 

lives a balanced life, wakes up and sleeps in 

the tenderness of her family, and carries out 

her activities in the company of her parents 

separately. The importance of this book lies in 

the fact that it presents a pressing human issue, 

the separation, in a gentle and educational 

manner suitable for children.

لم يعد والداي يعيشان في بيت واحد، ولكنها مازالا يحبانني، أعيش 
في بيتين، لكن مازلت أقول في كل مساء: »«تصبحين على خير ماما، 

تصبح على خير بابا««
رغم انفصال والديها، تعيش الشخصية الرئيسية لهذه القصة حياة 

متزنة، تصبح وتمسي في حنان أسرتيها، وتمارس أنشطتها بصحبة 
أبويها كلٍ على حدة. تكمن أهمية هذا الكتاب في أنه يطرح قضية 
إنسانية ملحّة، ألا وهي الانفصال، بأسلوب لطيف وتربوي مناسب 

للأطفال.«

https://darashjar.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Hassan+Manasrah&dblist=638&fq=fm%3Ajuv&qt=facet_fm%3A_audience
https://darashjar.com/
https://www.metahatem.com/
https://hudhuduae.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Aly+Elziny&qt=results_page
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8 Noura Al Khoori • Hussein Sonmez, ill. 
[A Monster in Our House]  انتيب يف شحو
Al Hudhud Publishing House, 2020 • ISBN 9789948364207

Mama lets me buy two more dinosaurs to 

complete my favourite game: “Dangerous 

Jungle”, “Mama … allow me five cars too, please!” 

She replied: “If we do that, how will we defeat 

the monster?” The importance of this book lies 

in the fact that it presents the idea of reducing 

clutter that steals space and time, in a funny 

and child-friendly way, and in practical ways 

that every child can apply.

9 Amal Farah • Amira El Tabey, ill. 
[The Amazing]  شهدملا
Wow for Publishing and Educational Services, 2021 • ISBN 9789976349823

WorldCat author record

It is a journey with a mysterious creature that 

the author calls “The Amazing”. Through 28 

paintings, the author explains the features of 

this Amazing - its place: cold pole or desert? 

Does he love the land or the deep ocean? How 

old is he and what are his features? Who lives 

with him? Which animals are his friends: Pets 

or wilds? Do some creatures get infected? Does 

anyone pay attention to him? Is it visible or 

invisible? And so the reader with the book seeks 

to know who or what is “amazing.”

سمحت لي ماما بشراء ديناصورين آخرين لأكمل لعبتي المفضّلة: 
»«الأدغال الخطرة««، »«ماما.. اسمحي لي بخمس سيارات أيضًا، 

أرجوك! ». فأجابت: »«إذا فعلنا ذلك فكيف سنهزم الوحش؟!«
تكمن أهمية هذا الكتاب في أنه يطرح فكرة التخفيف من الفوضى 

التي تسرق المساحة والوقت، بأسلوب طريف ومحبب للأطفال، 
وبطرق عملية يمكن لكل طفل تطبيقها.«

هذا الكتاب رحلةٌ مع كائن غامض تسميه الكاتبة »المدهش«، 
ومن خلال 28 لوحة رسم رقيق المعالجة تتناول الكاتبة صفات 
هذا المدهش، مكانه: القطب البارد أم الصحراء الباردة؟ اليابس 

الممتد أم أعماق المحيط الواسع؟ ما عمره وصفاته وملامحه؟ 
يعيش مع َمن؟ أي الحيوانات يصاحب: الأليفة أم المفترسة؟ هل 

يصاب بعض الكائنات دون غيرها؟هل ينتبه إليه من يكون معه؟ 
رفَ  أهو ظاهر أم خفٌّي؟ وهكذا يسعى القارئ مع الكتاب ليتعَّ

برة بنعومة بالغة  من أو ما »المدهش«.. جاءت رسوم الكتاب معِّ
عن النص، بل قدمت أبعادا إضافية يقرؤها المتلقي تشكيلا مع 

قراءة النص.

10 Nadia Al Najjar • Heidi Farouk, ill. 
[Yellow Sea .. Green Sand]  رضخا لمر .. رفصا رحب
Wow for Publishing and Educational Services, 2021 • ISBN 9789978543769

This book deals with the subject of “colour 

blindness” and illustrates some of its 

characteristics. Through the book, the young 

reader learns the colours of some of the things 

surrounding him in his reality and imagination. 

White, black, and grey drawings stimulate the 

reader’s imagination and he sees things with a 

different view, as the child with this disease sees 

them and the opposite.

يتنــاول الكتــاب موضــوع »عمــى الألــوان« ويوضــح بعــض 
خصائصــه، مــن خـلال الكتـاب يتعـرف القـارئ الصغيـر ألـوان 

بعـض الأشـياء المحيطـة بـه فـي واقعــه وخيالــه.. طغــى 
علــى الرســومات الأبيــض والأســود والرمــادي؛ حتــى تثيــر 

خيالــه ويــرى الأشــياء بنظــرة مختلفــة، وكمــا يراهــا الطفــل 
المصــاب بهــذا المــرض والعكــس تمامــاً.

https://hudhuduae.com/
https://www.wowforpublishing.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Amal+Farah&fq=fm%3Ajuv+%3E+ap%3A%22farah%CC%A3%2C+amal%22&dblist=638&start=21&qt=next_page
https://www.wowforpublishing.com/


United Kingdom
Books from

The co-ordination of the top 10 picture books for the United Kingdom was 
undertaken by Annie Everall OBE, Director, Authors Aloud UK with support 
from Bev Humphrey, Literacy, Digital and School Library Consultant. Both 
have extensive experience of working in the public, school library and literacy 
sectors and have been engaged in national and International professional 
committees and work for many years. 

As a starting point an invitation to nominate up to two titles was issued to 
members of the Association of Senior Children’s and Education Librarians 
(ASCEL), the Chartered Institute of Library & Information Professionals 
(CILIP) School Libraries Group and Youth Libraries Group, the School Library 
Association, the Federation of Children’s Book Groups and the School 
Librarians Network. The nominations that were received were then listed 
along with the ten classic picture books from the UK’s 2nd edition list so that 
librarians would have the choice to vote for the newer nominated titles and 
the earlier classic titles.

A digital voting form was created and sent out to the same organisations 
enabling librarians to cast their votes. The following are the Top 10 choices of 
the UK children’s and schools’ librarians.

Contact:  Annie Everall
Director Authors Aloud UK
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1 Nathan Bryon • Dapo Adeola ill.
Look Up
Puffin Books, 2019 •  ISBN 978-0241345849 

WorldCat record

Rocket wants to be the greatest astronaut, star 

catcher, and space traveller, just like her heroine 

Mae Jemison, the first African American woman 

in space. She is so excited because there is a 

meteorite shower expected, so she persuades 

her brother to stop looking down at his mobile 

phone all the time and to take her to the park 

to see it.

She produces fliers, makes an announcement 

over her local supermarket tannoy encouraging 

people to join her and to ‘Look Up’.  A lovely 

picture book mixing scientific facts and a 

gentle story which celebrates family, sibling 

relationships, community and a young girl’s 

passion for science. Winner of two Waterstone’s 

Children’s Book prizes 

mailto:annieeverallWTPB@alannie.co.uk
http://www.authorsalouduk.co.uk
https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/307930/look-up-by-bryon-nathan/9780241345849
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1056481756
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2 Raymond Briggs 
The Snowman
Penguin Books, First Published 1978 (Hamish Hamilton) • ISBN: 978-0723275534

WorldCat Record

One winters’ night, a snowman comes to life 

and a magical adventure begins for a small boy. 

Narrated entirely through pictures, Briggs’s 

dreamlike illustrations perfectly capture the 

wonder and innocence of childhood and 

the magic of a child’s imagination. Since its 

publication the book has become a world-

wide phenomenon, being published in many 

countries. In 1982 an animated film of the 

book was made and has been shown on TV at 

Christmas every year since.

In 1983 this was nominated for an Academy 

Award in the Best Short Film category and 

it also won the BAFTA for Best Children’s 

Programme. In 1993 a stage show was produced 

and this continues to be performed every 

Christmas. It is a book that is timeless and 

that spans the generations – adults enjoyed it 

as children and are now sharing it with their 

own children. A sequel, The Snowman and the 

Snowdog animation and book has been equally 

successful.

3 Joseph Coelho • Fiona Lumbers ill.
Luna Loves Library Day
Andersen Press, 2018 • ISBN 978-1783445950

World Cat Record

Luna loves library day – she looks forward every 

week to the one special day when Mum drops 

her at the library to spend the day with her Dad. 

Together they explore the books, share magic, 

mystery and their own family history through 

the stories they share together and choose 

books for Luna to borrow and take home. 

Beautifully illustrated this is a joyful celebration 

of libraries and the role they play in family and 

community life.

One of the stories Dad reads to Luna is about 

the Troll King and the Mermaid Queen, two 

parents who part ways but who still deeply 

love and care for their Princess daughter – 

gently reflecting the situation that Luna and 

her parents are in. This story is featured as a 

separate book within this book. Voted as one 

of the UK’s favourite picture books in a survey 

led by World Book Day. Joseph Coelho is the UK 

Children’s Laureate 2022 - 2024

4 Julia Donaldson • Axel Scheffler ill.
The Gruffalo
Macmillan Childrens Books, First Published 1999 • ISBN: 978-1509904757

WorldCat Record

Written in rhyming couplets, this tells the story 

of a mouse’s walk in the woods. He meets 

various animals who would like to eat him, 

but he scares them off by telling them he is 

having tea with a monstrous creature called the 

Gruffalo – but what happens when he meets the 

real Gruffalo!!  Aimed at children under seven, 

the richness of the text and the exuberance of 

the illustrations combine to create an award-

winning book that has become a firm favourite 

with children and adults since it was first 

published in 1999. It won the Nestle Smarties 

Gold Award in the 0-5 category in 1999, the Blue 

Peter Best Book to Read Aloud award, the 2000

Nottingham/ Experian Children’s Book Award 

and was voted Best Bedtime Story by BBC Radio 

2 listeners in  2009. Available in multiple formats 

and translated into multiple languages, it has 

also been produced as an animated film and a 

stage- production which has been performed 

in the West End, Broadway and the Sydney 

Opera House. It was nominated for a BAFTA 

in 2010 and an Academy Award for Best Short 

Film (Animated) in 2011.  A sequel ‘The Gruffalo’s 

Child’ was published in 2004. The author Julia 

Donaldson was the UK Children’s Laureate 2011-

2013. 

https://www.penguin.co.uk/series/SNOW01/the-snowman
https://www.worldcat.org/title/751721288
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/luna-loves-library-day/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1053857268
https://www.panmacmillan.com/authors/julia-donaldson/the-gruffalo/9781509804757
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=9781509804757
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5 Judith Kerr
The Tiger Who Came to Tea
Harper Collins, First Published 1968 • ISBN: 978- 0007215997

WorldCat Record

Sophie and her Mummy are at home when there 

is a knock at the door. Imagine their surprise 

when on opening it, they discover a large tiger 

who invites himself in for tea and then proceeds 

to eat and drink everything in the house before 

he leaves, resulting in Sophie and her parents 

having to go out to a local café for their tea.

First published in 1968, this is one of the UK’s 

classic picture books and has never been out of 

print. Warm, funny illustrations make this a joy 

to share with young children. Having sold over 

1 million copies, it has been adapted for TV and 

stage, been translated into many languages and 

won multiple awards.

6 Jessica Love
Julian is a Mermaid
Walker Books, 2019 • ISBN 978 -1406386424

WorldCat Record

The book tells the story of Julian, who while 

riding home on the subway with his Abuela 

(grandmother) one day, notices three 

mesmerizing women dressed as mermaids. 

When he gets home all he can think about is 

becoming a mermaid. While she is out of the 

room, Julian allows his inner mermaid to shine 

through but what does his grandmother think 

about the mess he makes and about how he 

really sees himself? 

The fluidity of the pictures and the end pages 

joyously encapsulate the warmth and love in 

the story. Much of the story is told through 

the illustrations. The book is a wonderful 

celebration of being who you are meant to 

be and being loved for who you are and it 

beautifully challenges gender stereotypes. 

7 David McKee 
Elmer
Andersen Press, 1998 • ISBN: 978- 184270731 9

WorldCat Record

Elmer is the first in a series of books featuring a 

colourful patchwork elephant and his friends. 

In this story, Elmer thinks he looks odd, because 

he is patchwork coloured when all the other 

elephants are grey, so he rolls in berries to 

turn himself grey. He soon realizes though 

that being  different is a good thing and the 

elephants love him because he is different. Text 

and illustrations full of colourful cheeky humour 

combine to create a modern classic that has 

become a firm favourite with young children all 

over the world.

Elmer is one of the most iconic and widely read 

children’s book series of all time, selling over 

10 million copies worldwide since it was first 

published by Andersen Press in 1989. Elmer’s 

adventures are available in printed formats as 

well as on a variety of digital platforms and have 

been published in more than 50 languages. The 

books have also been made into a TV series. 

Each year Elmer Day is celebrated in May, with 

schools and libraries taking part in a range of 

Elmer related stories and activities

https://harpercollins.co.uk/products/the-tiger-who-came-to-tea-judith-kerr?variant=40103568670798
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=9780007215997
https://www.walker.co.uk/Julian-Is-a-Mermaid-9781406386424.aspx
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1158425223?oclcNum=1158425223
https://www.andersenpress.co.uk/books/elmer-3/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/913452506?oclcNum=913452506
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8 Kate Milner
My Name is Not Refugee
Barrington Stoke, (The Bucket List), 2017 • ISBN: 978-1911370062

WorldCat Record

A young boy embarks on a journey with his 

mother, leaving his home town and seeking a 

place of safety. The story looks at some of the 

things they will encounter along the way, the 

sadness of saying goodbye to family and friends, 

the long periods of walking and waiting, new 

food, new languages and new places to sleep. 

A powerful and moving exploration of what it 

means to have to make that kind of journey. 

Through a series of questions on each page, 

the book invites readers to think about the 

decisions the family have to make and to ask 

themselves how they would respond. The end 

of the book reinforces the message that the 

child will be called a refugee ‘but that is not your 

name’.  Winner of the V & A Illustration Award 

2016 and the Klaus Flugge Prize 2018.

www.walker.co.uk

£7.99  UK ONLY

We’re going on a bear hunt.

We’re going to catch a big one.

What a beautiful day! 

We’re not scared.

“A dramatic and comic masterpiece … a classic work for  
any age at any period” Independent on Sunday

Winner of the 1989 Nestlé Smarties Book Prize  
Winner of a 2011 Mumsnet Best Award

OVER ELEVEN MILLION COPIES SOLD

W
A

L
K

E
R

 B
O

O
K

S
e

R
O

S
E

N
 • O

X
E

N
B

U
R

Y
W

E
’R

E
 G

O
IN

G
 O

N
 A

 B
E

A
R

 H
U

N
T

Michae l  Rosen Helen Oxenbury

www.jointhebearhunt.com

WGOABH_9780744523232_PC_UK.indd   1 24/01/2022   14:25

9 Michael Rosen • Helen Oxenbury ill.
We’re Going on a BearHunt
Walker Books, First published 1989 • ISBN 978 0 7445 2323 2 

WorldCat Record

A family sets out on a Bear Hunt and find 

themselves wading through grass, splashing 

through a river, squelching through mud, 

stumbling through a forest and shivering 

through a snowstorm, in search of a bear. 

The surprise comes when they reach a cave 

and discover that finding a bear wasn’t quite 

what they expected. The lyrical text by Rosen 

is perfectly complemented by Oxenbury’s 

watercolour illustrations. The story reads aloud 

beautifully and children can join in with a range 

of sounds  and actions to extend the reading 

experience further.

It has been adapted for TV and stage and there is 

a mobile app based on the book.  A classic book 

enjoyed by children and adults alike. The book 

won the overall Nestlé Smarties Book Prize in 

1989 and won the 0–5 years category. In 1989 

it was an ‘Honor Book’ in the  Boston Globe 

– Horn Book Awards. The book also won the 

School Library Journal Best Book of the Year’ 

and the Mainichi Newspapers Japanese Picture 

Book Award for an  ‘Outstanding Picture Book 

from Abroad’. It was highly commended for the 

1989 Kate Greenaway Medal.

10 Chitra Soundar • Poonam Mistry ill.
You’re Snug with Me
Lantana Publishing,2018 • ISBN 978 1 9113 73476

World Cat Record

At the start of winter, two bear cubs are born, 

deep in their den in the frozen North. They ask 

their Mama what lies beyond their den, and 

she tells them ‘a land of ice and snow’. Further 

questions from the curious bear cubs help them 

learn about the secrets of the Earth and their 

place in it. Mama tells them not to be afraid and 

reassures them as she whispers ‘You’re Snug 

with Me’. The illustrations are stunning, taking 

inspiration from Indian folk art.

They perfectly complement the beauty of the 

text, capturing the feeling of the intense cold 

and the magnitude of the snowy landscape, 

while at the same time reflecting the warmth 

and comfort given by a mother to her children. 

Shortlisted for the 2020 Kate Greenaway Medal, 

this was one of the Kirkus Best Picture Books 

of the Year 2018 and the Times Educational 

Supplement Top Children’s Book of the Year 

2018.

https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/books/my-name-is-not-refugee/
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1183823850
https://www.walker.co.uk/We-re-Going-on-a-Bear-Hunt-9780744523232.aspx
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=9780744523232
https://www.lantanapublishing.com/books/2-5-years/youre-snug-with-me
https://www.worldcat.org/title/1230225557


USA
Books from

Ms. Ludy Rueda, Dr. Sarah A. Evans, and Dr. Marianne Martens, members and 
chair respectively of IFLA’s Libraries for Children and Young Adults Section, 
formed a working group to gather US book recommendations. The group 
sent requests for three book recommendations to the following groups with 
expertise:  The Association for Library Services to Children (ALSC), Chairs of 
the American Library Association (ALA) Youth Media Awards Committees, 
Reforma Colorado , The JESSE Listserv (which goes to Library and Information 
Science Educators). Responses were collected via an online form. The working 
group reviewed the submissions, prioritized the most recommended titles, 
and created a diverse list representing a contemporary canon of American 
children’s books. 

Contact:  Ludy Rueda
United States of America (USA) Poudre River Public Library District Children

and Teen’s Services Outreach Librarian
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1 Jacqueline Woodson • Rafael López, ill. 
The Day You Begin
Nancy Paulsen Books, 2018 • ISBN 978-0399246531

WorldCat record

“And all at once, in the room where no one 

else is quite like you, the world opens itself up 

a little wider to make some space for you.” A 

universal story for all who have ever felt like 

they did not quite belong, this book is about 

the courage of making connections. Woodson 

shows the beauty and individuality within us 

all, demonstrating that we are all more similar 

than not.

López’s vibrant illustrations were created with 

acrylic paint on wood, pen and ink, pencil, and 

watercolours, and subsequently composed in 

Photoshop. This book was a #1 New York Times 

bestseller, and winner of the 2019 Jane Addams 

Peace Award.

2 Matt de la Peña • Christian Robinson, ill. 
Last Stop on Market Street
G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, 2015 • ISBN 978-3-7026-5584-6

WorldCat record

The highly decorated Last Stop on Market 

Street, winner of the Newbery Medal, a 

Caldecott Honor, and a Coretta Scott King 

Illustrator Honor, #1 New York Times bestseller 

and a USA Today bestseller, has quickly 

established itself as a modern classic. Every 

Sunday, CJ and his nana ride the bus, and on one 

Sunday, CJ is not happy about it, griping about 

why they don’t own a car.

But his nana shows him the beauty of everyday 

life, from the bus driver who always has a trick 

for CJ, to the guitar player whose tune makes 

everyone close their eyes and listen—even the 

spotted dog. Best of all, in the end, CJ and Nana 

share their beauty with others.

mailto:lrueda@poudrelibraries.org
https://www.penguin.com/nancy-paulsen-books-overview/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3AThe+Day+You+Begin&author=Woodson%2C+Jacqueline
https://www.penguin.com/putnam-young-readers/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3ALast+Stop+On+Market+Street&audience=juv


THE  WORLD  THROUGH  PICTURE  BOOKS    •    BOOKS  FROM  THE  USA    •    287

3 Oge Mora
Thank You, Omu!
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2018 • ISBN 978-0316431248

Worldcat record

Mora’s lively artwork created from a mixture of 

acrylic paint, china markers, pastels, patterned 

paper, and old-book clippings, is so inviting, 

that you can almost smell Omu’s thick red stew 

as it simmers. It’s no wonder that everyone in 

the community comes to the door asking for a 

bowl. At the end, Omu has given away so much, 

that she’s left nothing for herself.

Then everyone turns up at her door with 

their own delicacies, filling Omu’s heart with 

“happiness and love.”  Mora is winner of a 2019 

Caldecott Honor, a Coretta Scott King New 

Talent award winner, winner of the Ezra Jack 

Keats illustrator award, and more.

4 Kwame Alexander • Kadir Nelson, ill. 
The Undefeated
 Versify Books, 2019 • ISBN 978-1328780966

WorldCat author record

Written as a love letter to Black life by Kwame 

Alexander, and illustrated with dramatic oil 

paintings by Kadir Nelson, this poem is a heroes’ 

journey across time that bridges the horrors of 

slavery with celebrations of the contributions 

of Black American icons. From politics, to 

literature, activism, athletics, and more,

Alexander’s poem travels from the brutality of 

slavery, brings attention to the perseverance 

of the survivors, and provides a call to action 

for the future. The Undefeated won the 2020 

Caldecott Medal, was a 2020 Newbery Honor 

Book, and won the 2020 Coretta Scott King 

Illustrator Award.

5 Carole Lindstrom • Michaela Goade, ill.
We Are Water Protectors
Roaring Brook Press, 2020 • ISBN 978-1250203557

WorldCat record

Inspired by indigenous movements across North 

America, especially the Dakota Access Pipeline 

Protest of 2016-2017, this book empowers 

young people to advocate for conserving the 

environment, the water that connects us all, 

and illuminates why we must fight to protect it.

Lindstrom is tribally enrolled with the Turtle 

Mountain Band of Ojibwe, and Goade is tribally 

enrolled with the Central Council of the Tlingit 

and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska. We Are Water 

Protectors won the 2021 Caldecott Medal and 

received the Jane Addams Children’s Book 

Award.

https://www.lbyr.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3AThank+you%2C+Omu%21
https://www.harpercollins.com/pages/versify
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Kwame+Alexander&audience=juv&author=Alexander%2C+Kwame&itemSubType=book-printbook%2Cbook-digital%2Cbook-mss%2Cbook-braille%2Cbook-largeprint&limit=10&offset=21
https://us.macmillan.com/publishers/roaring-brook-press/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3AWe+Are+Water+Protectors&author=Lindstrom%2C+Carole
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7 Jane Yolen • John Schoenherr, ill. 
Owl Moon
Philomel Books, 1987 • ISBN 978-0399214578

WorldCat record 

A longtime favourite of readers, Owl Moon 

portrays the power of shared experiences 

in nature. For the first time, a girl joins her 

dad after dark in the woods around their 

home to watch for the elusive owls. The story 

demonstrates the wonders we can enjoy 

through patience, gentleness, and quiet 

observation.

The illustrator’s effective use of light and 

shadow evoke the feeling of how the stillness 

and moonlight can make a familiar landscape 

into a mysterious one. The book won multiple 

awards, including the Caldecott Medal for 

illustration, and the author states that it is 

arguably her best work.

6 Julie Flett
We All Play
Greystone Books, 2021 • ISBN 978-1771646079

This joyful book invites even the youngest child 

to find kinship with nature. Through alliterative 

language and earth-toned paintings, we 

observe the daily activities of woodland animals 

and see children at play in similar ways, until, 

eventually, everyone settles down to sleep. 

The story includes phrases in Cree, one of the 

languages of Indigenous peoples in North 

America.

A glossary is included with Cree vocabulary for 

the animals featured in the story. This book has 

received numerous starred reviews and was 

named as a best children’s book of the year by 

five major publications.

8 Grace Lin 
A Big Mooncake for Little Star
Little Brown Books for Young Readers, 2018 • ISBN 978-0316404488

WorldCat record 

In this mythical story, award-winning Grace 

Lin uses the beloved treat of the Mid-Autumn 

Festival to explain the phases of the moon. Little 

Star and her mama make a giant mooncake in 

their celestial kitchen. When Little Star tries to 

go to sleep, she can’t stop thinking about the 

deliciousness of the mooncake.

Mama said to wait, but surely sneaking out of 

bed for a few nibbles each night will be okay! 

The opaque watercolour illustrations evoke 

the brilliance of a vast night sky with stars and 

combine with the simple story to create the 

cosy feeling of family love.

https://www.penguin.com/philomel/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=ti%3AOwl+Moon&author=Yolen%2C+Jane&audience=juv
https://greystonebooks.com/
https://www.lbyr.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=A+Big+Mooncake+for+Little+Star&author=Lin%2C+Grace
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9 Yuyi Morales
Dreamers
Neal Porter Books, 2018 • ISBN 978-0823440559

WorldCat record

This beautifully illustrated memoir picture book 

travels with the author and her young child 

as they immigrate from Mexico to the United 

States. As newcomers, Morales and her child 

learn English and discover the world through 

the picture books they explore at the public 

library. Poetic and stunning, with mixed media 

images both fantastical and familiar, this story 

appeals to all children who see the world with 

wonder and hope.

 An instant best-seller, the book has won 

multiple prestigious awards, has been included 

in state-wide reading programs, and is now a 

standard part of library collections. 

10 Jessica Love
Julián is a Mermaid
Candlewick Press, 2018 • ISBN 978-0763690458

Worldcat record 

On a trip to the pool with Abuela, Julián spies 

three women dressed as his favourite creatures 

in the world – mermaids. In lovely watercolour 

and ink, we follow him through a dream of 

physical transformation in the sea. But when 

Julián uses household objects to make his dream 

a reality, will Abuela understand? Winner of a 

2019 Stonewall Book Award, this book is about 

the acceptance and love between children and 

grandparents.

Touching on themes of body positivity, the 

power of imagination, the value of found family, 

diversity, and gender expression, this picture 

book engages readers with a powerful message.	

https://holidayhouse.com/book-imprint/neal-porter-books/
https://www.worldcat.org/formats-editions/1041227729
https://www.candlewick.com/
https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=Juli%C3%A1n+is+a+Mermaid&audience=juv&author=Love%2C+Jessica
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